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Rugged British construction; precision built to/military 
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Price includes UPS insured delivery or priority mail. 
Allow two weeks for delivery. 


THE GERMAN SNIPER 1914-1945 
by Peter R. Senich 


The first truly definitive story of a most significant era in modern small arms development. No 
other book on German military sniping can match the quality of Peter Senich’s The German 
Sniper 1914-1945. Beginning with the Great War, Senich traces the evolution of the Mauser 
98's initial adaptation to long-range sniping mode, plus special accurization measures and the 
early developmental optical sights that were keystones to these adaptations. Senich then 
explores the adaptations of the venerable Mauser 98 through WWII to the new advanced 
optical sights which provided the German Army with a decided edge. Over 600 exceptional 
photographs detail every facet of these weapons systems, and the men who used them. 
Covers other noteworthy aspects of Nazi sniping history—the experimental “Selbstladege- 
wehr” 41 and 43 selective fire assault rifles, and interviews with WWII Germany’s top three 
master snipers. Serious German historians and weapons experts simply must have this 
book! 8% x 11, clothbound, 660 photos, 468 pages Special Collector's Edition! $49.95 
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alive from the bush—where anything can happen. 
Scouting tactics, insertion and communication tech- 
niques, team organization, composition, equipment, and 
patrol planning are covered in depth. Special attention is 
devoted to air infiltration and exfiltration, tracking, and 
use of human senses to obtain combat intelligence. A 
must for the beginner. A refresher for the old-timer. 82x 
11, softcover, charts, 122 pp. $12.00 
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trated methods for gaining 
physical and psychological advan- 
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softcover, photos, 88 pp. $8.00 
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Author Keith Yates, a 5th degree black belt, covers each 
training pattern with photos, foot position diagrams, and 
dramattzations of actual applications. After discussing 
white belt fundamentals, Yates analyzes all thirteen 
forms, the cornerstones of the Taekwon Do art. Must 
reading for students and instructors, novices and hard- 
core pros alike 8% x 11. hardcover, illus.. over 
500 photos, 168 pp. $24.95 
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by Ragnar Benson 
Anail-new, practical guide wntten 
especially for survivalists and 
retreaters. Containing twenty 
chapters with over 100 photos and 
diagrams, Live Off the Land re- 
veals old Indian secrets and advice 
on survival medicine, firearms, 
preserving food, diesel generation 
and much more 5% x 8’, hard- 
cover, tllus., 260 pp $16.95 
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URBAN ALERT! 
Emergency Survival far City Dwellers 
by Mary Ellen Clayton 
with Bruce D. Clayton, Ph.D. 
Earthquakes, floods, tornadoes. 
riots, nuclear accidents, and fires 
can spel! chaos for the unpre- 
pared With a minimum of time and 
money, you can prepare. Gives 
vital tips on emergency food. 
water, lighting. cooking. heating. 
medical supplies and more. 5'% x 

8%, hardcover, photos, 192 pp 
$12.95 


THE PERFECT CRIME 
and How to Commit It 
by Dr. P. Jekel 

The title says it all! The Perfect Crime and How to Commit It 
reveals tales of unsolved crimes and dispels the myth that 
crime doesn't pay. Arsonists, shoplifters, jewel thieves, 
murderers, ace detectives and top criminalists contrib- 
uted to this startling expose of crime and criminals. Dr. 
Jeke! dissects and analyzes perfect and near-perfect 
crimes of theft, fraud, forgery, arson, shoplifting. and of 
course—murder. Sure to thrill crime fans and mystery 
lovers. 5'4 x 8%, hardcover, 208 pp. $14.95 
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An Inside Look at the 

Auto Theft Industry 

by Marcus Wayne Ratledge 

A took at the methods of profes- 
sional car thieves. Former car thief 
Ratledge reveals what thieves 
know--and don't know—about 
faking papers and serial numbers 
on stoien cars, trucks, motor- 
cycles, boats, and planes, Learn 
how to avoid being taken fora ride 
by thieves. 5% x 8%, softcover. 
photos. 136 pp $5.95 
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RHODESIAN S.A.S. COMBAT MANUAL 
Obtained from 8 member of the Rhodesian S.A.S. Squad- 
ton, this scarce combat manual is now available to 
Paladin readers. This is the principal guide used to con- 
duct the enormously successful operations—counter- 
guerrilla ops, air ops, ambushing, and notable attacks on 
terrorist base Camps-—during the Ahodesian antiterrorist 
war, Contents include: Standard Security Terminology, 
Communication, Rural Ops, Ambushing of Insurgents, 
Movement by Road, Land/Air Ops, and First Aid. 8% x 11, 
softcover, diagrams, charts 110 pp. $12.00 


IN SEARCH OF GOLD 

by Stephen M. Voynick 
The all-new, how-to-guide to profit and adventure inthe 
gold business. Stephen Voynick draws from his gold- 
getting experience to reveal the realities and legalities of 
rock mining, gold panning, treasure salvaging, and coin 
beachcombing. He also covers new equipment within 
the budget of any gold seeker. Eight exciting pages of 
full-color show on-the-spot shots of recent gold recover- 
ies, For weekend prospectors or full-time treasure sal- 
vagers, gold makes the venture worth the investment. 
6 x 9, hardcover, maps, 216 pp. $15.95 


THE DEATH DEALER’S MANUAL 
by Bradley Steiner 
Tells the true story of how profes- 
sional killers go about their busi- 
ness Of special interest ts a com- 
plete Dim Mak anatomy chart with 
time reference guide, published 
here in English for the first tame. 
Contents include: vital points, 
edged weapons, handguns, and 
unarmed killing techniques For 
informational purposes only! 5% x 
8», softcover, illus., 112 pp. $10.00 


THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Acomprehensive home workshop guide for the gun buff 
and hobbyist machinist. Over fifty working machinist's 
drawings, photos, and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR-7 .22 survival rifle into a tull-auto 
silenced machine pistol or rifle. Step-by-step instruc~ 
tions detail howto modify the weapon's original receiver, 
fabricate new sear and safety, as well as make a simple, 
efficient sitencer group assembly, 9% x 12, softcover, 
machinist's drawings, photos, full-scale templates, 
72 pp. $12.00 


TRAINING THE GUNFIGHTER 
by Capt. Timothy }. Mullin 

Shotguns, rifles, handguns, sub- 
machine guns and sitenced coun- 
tersniper rifles are detailed tn this 
collectors’ volume on the combat 
application of firearms. 120 photos 
illustrate this study, which covers 
the merits of grips, sights. holsters 
and body armor. A must for taw 
officers and legally-armed citi- 
zens 8% x 11, hardcover, photos, 
240 pp $24.95 
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EDITOR’S NOTES 


UNTING cartridges are a relatively free and easy 

field of rhetorical combat. Distances of 
engagement are short, game varies, few cartridges are 
carried or used, and there is no reason for 
standardization, so personal taste or the weight, sex or 
marksmanship of the shooter can be more important 
than terminal ballistics. But the game of discussing 
military cartridges is an entirely different matter. 
Physics and economics are the final arbiters of any 
argument about military ammunition. | 

Newtonian physics were superseded in the arenas of 
particle and cosmic physics by the quantum revolution 
at the turn of the century, but don’t worry; nobody has 
developed anything that better describes the behavior of 
macroscopic objects in motion than the Newtonian 
model. When scientists say that kinetic energy is 
equivalent to one-half the multiplication of mass by the 
object’s velocity squared, you had better believe it, 
because it has been verified uncountable times under the 
most controlled conditions imaginable by believers and 
skeptics alike during the 300 years the idea has been 
around. Notice that the velocity is squared. That means 
that speed is by far the greater factor. 

Nobody has EVER proved it wrong. 

Secondly, and more importantly, economics controls 
the selection of the ideal military cartridge. Smaller 
cartridges use smaller amounts of strategic metals, take 
up less room in transport, and their lower weight 
requires less energy to move the cartridges from place to 
place. (Newton strikes again in logistics!) 

Small, light, fast, impact-unstable bullets have one 
other great economic advantage. Wounds, This is a hard 
and heartless thing to explain to a grunt who is trying to 
establish mystical union with the grass-roots because a 
sniper has him pinned down in the open and all he 
wants is to exchange his battle rifle for a tactical nuke, 
but wounding is more economically useful than killing. 
A fast bullet’s hydrostatic shock and instability on 
impact is more likely to make an incapacitating wound 
in an extremity than a slow bullet. 

A dead man is just dead. A wounded man — if you 
don’t kill your wounded — requires expensive transport, 
expensive drugs, expensive facilities and expensively 
trained medical personnel. 

All of the above is hard, inhumane and not nearly as 
much fun as the cracker-barrel, but Newton and money 
have won more wars than all the world’s hearts and 
minds together. 

— Bill Guthrie 
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INTERSERVICE 
JOURNAL 


Turn Your Bookshelf Into a Com- 
plete Research Library for Only 
$34.95 

If you're like most readers, you 
probably buy several books by mail 
every couple of months. Even if you 
only buy as few as two or three 
books each year, we know you will 
quickly understand the money- 
saving value of this exciting new 
offer. 

While searching out new books 
to publish, we've often discovered 
valuable information about special 
weapons and warfare, police sci- 
ence, and intelligence operations 
contained in rare manuals and train- 
ing pamphlets, or hidden away in 
hard-to-find back issues of little- 
known journals. This material is 
timely, important, and represents 
some of the best work of our finest 
writers. 

For some time, we've been think- 
ing about the best way to make 
selected material available to every- 
one at low cost. The problem is not 
as easy as it sounds. Such material 
is too short for book purposes, yet 
too long for magazines. If we tried 
to publish these works separately, 
the cost would be too high. 
Interservice Journal 

The answer to this problem is /n- 
terservice Journal, a substantial 
new quarterly designed to collect, 
preserve, and present outstanding 
reprints and original articles of 
proven, lasting value to law en- 
forcement, the intelligence profes- 
sion, and the art of special warfare. 
Each issue incorporates full-length 
material that, if purchased separ- 
ately, would cost you many times 
more than the nominal subscrip- 
tion price. 

We don't want to mislead you: In- 
terservice Journal is not a maga- 
zine, and is not produced for the 
average reader. Each issue is lit- 
erally a book initself, and subscrib- 
ing to lJ is like getting four books 
each year for one low price. \J is 
published for the select few men 
and women who are truly serious 
about their work: the type of people 
who take pride in having the 
straight answers, and are inter- 
ested in career advancement. 

The Best Minds in the Business 

The authorities represented in 
recent and forthcoming issues 
read like a “Who's Who" in special 
operations. We have previously un- 
Published material by W.E. Fair- 
bairn, father of modern internal 
security tactics; major studies by 
Miles Copeland, the legendary es- 
pionage specialist who helped or- 
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ganize the CIA; M.R.D. Foot, offi- 
cial historian of the British Secret 
Service; Dr. Ray Cline, former Dep- 
uty Director of CIA; Gershon Riv- 
lin, Israeli intelligence officer and 
clandestine weapons expert; Wil- 
‘liam L, Cassidy, research specialist 
and President of the Intelligence 
Studies Foundation, and many 
more foremost experts. 

A Valuable Research Tool 

Imagine what a valuable research 
tool Interservice Journal will be- 
come for you. Whether you're pian- 
ning an operation, or engaging in 
some highly stimulating personal 
study, you will be able to refer to 
the pages of IJ time and time again. 
It will give you new ideas, and help 
you to find vital information on 
subjects of special interest. Inter- 
service Journal will set you apart, 
and you'll approach your profes- 
sion with new authority. 

Every issue brings to your finger- 
tips the exciting world of special 
research. No other publication has 
ever utilized the unique cross-disci- 
pline approach you'll enjoy with 
your subscription. Nowhere else 
will you find this far-sighted com- 
bination of special! wartare, police 
science, and intelligence studies, 
all for one affordable price. 
Available Only by Mall 

Interservice Journal is not avail- 
able on newsstands. We therefore 
urge you to seize this unique op- 
portunity to be one of the select few 
subscribers to this exclusive new 
quarterly. Please act now, and 
send in your subscription today. 
The first issue of Interservice 
Journal will be rushed to you by 
return mail. 


NIGHT MOVEMENTS. Translation 
of rare Japanese silent movement 
handbook used to train infiltration 
experts and snipers. Covers night 
psychology; how to dress; vision; 
hearing; firing; edged weapons, 
more. You will learn to move un- 
seen and silent through the night. 
5%x8%" 133pp diagrams softcover 
$14.95 


COMPLETE BOOK OF STICK 
FIGHTING. Written by an English 
officer for the Indian Police Serv- 
ice. Completely iilustrated. Covers 
sticks; canes; training set-up for 
crowd fighting; blows; cuts; coun- 
termeasures; restraints; and dis- 
arming. Proven techniques. 5x7” 
110pp numerous photos softcover 
$8.95 


SCIENTIFIC SELF-DEFENCE by 
William Ewart Fairbairn. This 
is the classic textbook, long out of 
print, which is the cornerstone of 
the Fairbairn legend. Originaliy 
published in the early 1930s, this 


Subscribe Now to the Only Open Source 
Professional Journal in the World for Intelligence 
and Paramilitary Specialists . . . 


book represents the only complete 
written exposition of Fairbairn’s 
unique close-combat method. Brief 
excerpts from this work were pub- 
lished in the 1940s under the title 
Get Tough!, but Fairbairn’s larger, 
more sophisticated presentation 
remained | in | Scientific | Self-De- 
fence, the book he regarded as his 
masterpiece. In addition to secur- 
ing Fairbairn worldwide fame, Sci- 
entific Self-Defence served as the 
official unarmed combat textbook 
for the Shanghai Municipal Police 
and the Royal Hong Kong Police. It 
is profusely illustrated with over 
200 photographs of Fairbairn him- 
self demonstrating advanced tech- 
niques of disarming; holds and re- 
leases; throws and kicks; stick 
fighting; use of the billy club and 
baton; falis; strangles, and meth- 
ods of dealing with multiple assail- 
ants. Our edition, published with 
permission of the Fairbairn Estate, 
includes an informative introduc- 
tion by William L. Cassidy, explain- 
ing the evolution of Fairbairn’s 
work and his place in the annals of 
close combat instruction. 6x9" 
175pp profuse illus. softcover 
$17.95 


SIGNS OF CRIME by David Powis. 
The best work on criminal tech- 
nique ever produced. You will re- 
ceive detailed information on the 
streetcraft of professional crimin- 
als; hiding places; search tips; 
methods of entry. Thirteen. fact- 
filled appendices. From Scotland 
Yard's finest. 6x9" 236pp color 
illus. softcover $14.95 


HOSTILE ESPIONAGE ORGAN- 
IZATION AND METHODS. From 
Dept. of Counterintelligence at U.S. 
Army Intelligence Center & School. 
You will learn about types of oper- 
ations; controls; agents and agent 
systems; recruitment; cover; train- 
ing; security and much more. 
8'%x11" 31pp softcover $6.95 


BROKEN SEALS. An authoritative 
report on who's behind the intelli- 
gence war in America. Learn the 
names of those responsible for the 
attempted destruction of U.S. in- 
telligence and interna! security 
agencies, their sources of funding, 
and where they are. With material 
from Gen, Dan Graham, former 
Director of DIA. 6x9” 110pp illus. 
$4.00 


SOVIET TRADECRAFT. As men- 
tioned in Newsweek and the ABC 
TV news special on KGB espio- 
nage in the U.S. This is an exact 
translation of an authentic Soviet 
intelligence training manual. Teach- 
es secret meetings; dead-drops; 
countersurveiliance; cutouts; cou- 
riers; networks. Exclusively from 
Interservice. 5%x8'%" 40pp $4.95 


PLANNED POLITICAL ASSAS- 
SINATION by William L. Cassidy. 
Now declassified. Covers manage- 
ment; intelligence; targeting; cover 
and security; orthodox and unorth- 
odox weapons; explosives; chemi- 
cal/biological techniques. Only 
professional study of subject ever 
written. 5%x8%" 40pp hardcover 
$7.95 


PRINCIPLES OF PROTECTION. 
The ultimate bodyguard handbook 
from the Secret Service. Covers 
history of assassination; protective 
systems; basic tactics; planning. 
Note: Shipped to law enforcement 
and security officers only. Send 
copy of credentials or use depart- 
ment letterhead. No exceptions. 
5x8" 83pp $20.00 


OBSERVATION AND DESCRIP- 
TION. From the Counter Intelli- 
gence Corps. Teaches observation 
-psychology; description of per- 
sons; identification methods; re- 
cording scenes and incidents; im- 
proving memory. This is a true 
professional's handbook, 8%x11" 
58pp illus. $8.00 


ELEMENTS OF INTELLIGENCE 
edited by Roy Godson. The first 
volume of proceedings of the Con- 
sortium for the Study of Intelli- 
gence. Includes paper on analysis 
and estimates, clandestine collec- 
tion, counterintelligence and co- 
vert action. 6x9" 91pp plus appen- 
dices. $9.95 


ANALYSIS AND ESTIMATES ed- 
ited by Roy Godson. The second 
volume in this series treats political 
and technological surprise, anal- 
ysis of deception, recruitment, 
training and incentives. 6x9” 224pp 
$10.95 


COUNTERINTELLIGENCE edited 
by Roy Godson. The third volume 
includes an introduction to Cl 
work, the double-cross system, 
paramilitary aspects, insurgency 
and terrorism, Soviet operations in 
the U.S. 6x9" 339pp $12.95 


COVERT ACTION edited by Roy 
Godson. The only authoritative 
study of the subject in print. Exam- 
ines paramilitary techniques; coun- 
terespionage; insurgency; case 
studies; trends. Written by CIA Co- 
vert Action Staff experts. 6x9” 
200pp softcover $14.95 


HANDBOOK OF OPEN SOURCES. 
The “Investigator's Bible." Covers 
wiretaps; informants; sources of 
information available to everyone; 
all the inside tips and tricks of the 
trade. Originally developed for po- 
lice intelligence operations. An In- 
terservice bestseller, 84x11" 52pp 
$5.95 
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Investigate These New Interservice Books. 


STREET AND GUERILLA FIGHT- 
ING by Derek Whipp. This remark- 
able manual was for a period of 
time the principal training text for 
the London Street Fighting School 
and is written with the unmistak- 
able voice of experience. We rec- 
ommend this highly for SWAT 
teams and small arms instructors 
looking for something different. 
Covers night fighting; use of the 
rifle in cities; preparations; sniping; 
booby traps; movement under fire; 
searching; sabotage; knife tech- 
niques and demolitions. 5x7” 47pp 
illus. softcover $5.95 


HIDDEN CATCH. A_ wartime 
classic. Covers design, manufac- 
ture and use of escape and evasion 
aids, disguised devices, secret 
compartments and survival kits. 
Well illustrated. 5x7" 176pp $10.95 


SURREPTITIOUS ENTRY. A time- 
less classic in the special opera- 
tions field. Discusses history; war- 
time experiences; composition of 
entry teams; training techniques; 
close calls; methods and proce- 
dures. Complete your library to- 
day. 5x7" 222pp illus. $10.95 


HOUSE TO HOUSE FIGHTING by 
Coionel G.A. Wade. One of series 
of manuals prepared for the Lon- 
don Street Fighting School. Covers 
objectives; surprises; covering fire; 
observation; attack from roofs; 
attack through walls; crossing 
streets; cellars and more. 5x7” 
44pp illus. softcover $4.95 


SAS PATROL TECHNIQUES. The 
only authentic British SAS manual 
ever offered. Discusses weapons; 
personal equipment; camouflage; 
infiltration; deception; evasion and 
escape; building of hides and 
much, much more. Supplies of this 
manual are limited. Please act to- 
day. 8%x11" 73pp $9.95 


UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS. 
Used at federal level to teach un- 
dercover work. Covers preliminary 
investigation; undercover identity; 
contacts with suspect; reporting 
tips; precautions and possible pit- 
falls. Some call this the “Abscam 
Handbook.” 84x11" 23pp $5.95 


O Scientific Self-Defence 17,95 


THE ART OF GUERILLA WAR- 
FARE by Major General Sir Collin 
Gubbins. This landmark study is 
regarded as the foundation text of 
Anglo-American guerilla warfare 
doctrine, and by extension, the 
American concept of special war- 
fare as a whole. Its author was the 
legendary guiding genius of the 
Special Operations Executive, and 
the leading exponent of unconven- 


‘tional warfare during World War II. 


His insights, as expressed in the 
book, served to educate a genera- 
tion of practitioners thereafter. The 
Art of Guerilla Warfare incorpor- 
ates the unpublished teaching of T. 
E. Lawrence, as held in the secret 
archives of the War Office, with 
experience gained in South Africa, 
Ireland and elsewhere. It was used 
extensively by SOE, OSS and tater 
by M16 and the CIA in conflicts 
ranging from occupied France to 
Vietnam. The Art of Guerilla War- 
fare is not idle theory, but a prac- 
tical step-by-step guide written in 
clear, training manual format. One 
of the only authentic British secret 
service manuals ever offered in a 
new edition comprising all of the 
original text. 5%x8%" 22pp soft- 
cover $4.95 


\ 
PARTISAN LEADER'S HAND- 
BOOK by Major General Sir Colin 
Gubbins. Originally written as a 
companion work to The Art of 
Guerilla Warfare, Partisan Leader's 
Handbook was used as the prin- 
cipal British support text for spe- 
cial warfare training by the Special 
Operations Executive. This work 
thoroughly discusses the princi- 
pals of guerilla warfare and sabo- 
tage, operations, organization, in- 
telligence, how to deal with inform- 
ers and how to combat enemy 
countermeasures. This book was 
used by British and American se- 
cret agents in France and else- 
where against the Nazis, and thus 
its content has been completely 
tested. Like its companion volume, 
Partisan Leader's Handbook is an 
authentic British secret service 
manual, offered in a new edition 
comprising the original text. 
4%x5%" 40pp illus. softcover $4.00 


PLEASE RUSH ME THE TITLES | HAVE CHECKED BELOW 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED WITH EVERY ORDER 


O Interservice Journal 34.95 


THE FUNDAMENTALS OF CITY 
FIGHTING. Originally published 
as "Street Fighting for Junior Of- 
ticers,” this early British manual 
discusses tactical considerations; 
the attack; common features in 
street fighting; equipment and 
weapons, and the suppression of 
civil disturbances, Particularly 
prophetic information is provided 
concerning the difficulty of aerial 
cooperation which police helicop- 
ter teams would do well to observe. 
5x7” 64pp softcover $5.95 


DEFENCE OF HOUSES by Colo- 
nel G.A. Wade. Covers loopholes; 
shoring; the roof; entrances; snip- 
ing; correct tactics; mutual sup- 
port; dominating positions. 5x7” 
40pp softcover $4.95 


DEFENCE OF TOWNS by Colonel 
G.A. Wade. Cover training; men 
and weapons; communications; 
mobility; obstacles; reserves; traps 
and surprises; fire control. 5x7” 
36pp illus. softcover. $4.00 


THE DEFENCE OF VILLAGES & 
SMALL TOWNS by Colonel G.A. 
Wade. Covers strategic importance 
of villages; parts vital to defence; 
road blocks; fighting patrols; shot- 
guns; barbed wire use; water in 
defence; tank traps and training. 
5x7" 28pp illus. softcover $4.00 


THE ART OF PROWLING by Colo- 
nel G.A. Wade. Covers airborne 
attack; objects of prowling; move- 
ments; searches; suspects; prowl- 
ing in night or fog; shooting; chal- 
lenging and capture; approach of 
suspects; use of nature. 5x7" 19pp 
illus. softcover $3.00 


OSS WEAPONS. An unusual offer- 
ing especially for advanced collec- 
tors and serious students. This is 
an exact reproduction, on original 
paper, of the legendary Special 
Weapons and Devices manual is- 
sued by the Research and Develop- 
ment Branch of the Office of Stra- 
tegic Services. Do not be misled by 
ersatz promotions sold elsewhere 
at high price. This is a high-quality 
photographic reproduction which 
duplicates the original down to the 
last detail. Includes seven sections 


INTERSERVICE e 800-227-161 


covering personal weapons, haras- 
sing agents, incendiaries, firing de- 
vices, explosives, automotive at- 
tack and accessories. If you've 
been frustrated by poor quality il- 
lustrations in the ersatz edition why 
not get the real thing. 8'%x11" 54pp 
illus. $9.95 


HANDS OFF! by W.E. Fairbairn. 
Another rediscovered Fairbairn 
classic! This is a special textbook 
Fairbairn wrote especially for wo- 
men and girls, and was used to 
train female SOE and OSS agents 
in hand-to-hand combat. The train- 
ing of women is a particularly deli- 
cate problem and this manual has 
all the answers. If you are looking 
for an authoritative guide to self 
defence for women, this is the ulti- 
mate source. 5x7” 41pp illus. soft- 
cover $6.95 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE 
PISTOL HANDBOOK by W.E. Fair- 
bairn. A rare pistol training manual 
by the father of modern combat 
shooting. This handbook was used 
for training recruits by the Shang- 
hai Municipal Police during the 
early twentieth century, and offers 
a remarkable glimpse at Fairbairn's 
innovative methods during their 
formative stages. This special col- 
lector’s edition includes an intro- 
duction by William L. Cassidy and 
the complete text of a lecture by 
Shanghai training observer Com- 
mander G.M. Baum of the United 
States Navy. This is one handbook 
serious students of combat pistol- 
craft cannot afford to be without. 
5x7” 46pp illus. softcover $5.00 


THE OSS FIELD MANUAL. This is 
an exact reprint of the original Of- 
fice of Strategic Services Opera- 
tional Groups Field Manual, avail- 
able exclusively from Interservice. 
OSS Operational Groups engaged 
in behind-the-lines raids, sabotage 
and harassment during World War 
Il and this manual! was their “bible.” 
Six sections cover organization, 
personnel, training, operations, 
planning, and administrative func- 
tions. The training section alone 
makes this handbook a must. 
5'4x8'4" 27pp softcover $5.00 


Ext. 156 
In Calif. call 


800-772-3545 


O Art of Guerilla Warfare 4.95 O Elements of Intelligence 9 95 NAME 
2 irae Catch 10.95 O Analysis & Estimates 10.95 
Undercover Operations 5 95 O Counterintelligence 12 95 
OQ Covert Action 14.95 O Art of Prowling 3.00 ADDRESS 


Signs of Crime 14.95 

C Hostile Espionage 6.95 

G Handbook of Open Sources 5.95 
O Observation & Description 8 00 


O Hands Off by Fairbairn 6.95 

O Street & Guerilla Fighting 5.95 
O Defence of Houses 4,95 

O House to House Fighting 4 95 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 


Enclosed find for books checked here. 


OSAS Patrol Techniques 9.95 O Partisan Leader's Handbook 4 00 " A ; H | 
O Principles of Protection 20.00 O Gity Fighting 5.95 _ Add $2.50 postage & handling. Calif. residents add 6%% tax. ‘oe. 
O Night Movements 14 95 O Defence of Towns 4.00 =a Visa and Master Card accepted. Give card number and expiration date. { 0 


O Stick Fighting 8.95 


OD Defence of Villages & Towns 400 
0 Political Assassination 7.95 


O OSS Weapons 9.95 
O Shanghai MPP Handbook 5 00 
O OSS Field Manual 5.00 


INTERSERVICE PUBLISHING COMPANY, INCORPORATED 
DEPT. F-11, BOX 5437, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94101 


O Sowet Tradecraft 495 
© Surreptitious Entry 10.95 
Broken Seals 4.00 


JULY/82 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 5 


ROJECT 
FREEDOM ... 

Project Freedom for American 
POWs/MIAs, which is supported by 
SOF, has some critical comment ona 
trip to Hanoi by four members of the 
Vietnam Veterans of America, headed 
by former Marine Bobby Muller. 

The trip, sponsored by Penthouse 
Magazine, has been criticized also by 
most veterans organizations and has 
divided the VVA. One of its chapters 
shut down its operations and several 
individual members dropped out of it. 

Muller claimed that the trip had a 
two-fold purpose: To “establish a 
dialogue with the Vietnamese on the 
POW/MIA issue” and to gather infor- 
mation about possible injurious 
results from the dropping of “Agent 
Orange,” a defoliant. 

Project Freedom contends that the 
real purpose was “to make some pro- 
paganda against the U.S. government 
on the Agent Orange issue with the 
POW/MIA issue thrown in to soothe 
the feelings of people who are sen- 
sitive to that subject.” 

The group has concluded that if the 
U.S. government were determined to 
force an accounting of the POW/MIA 
issue, “we would hear less from the 


BULLETIN 
BOARD 


by Bob Poos 


The Epic story of a small group of American ve 3 TMC, 
Communist sympathizers, and their efforts AAAS 
to undermine their country’s El Salvador 

policy with their battle cry: 


By (nico) ) 


© Copley News Service 


self-serving and the sensation- Starring 
seekers,’ and that the Muller trip to Ed Asner 
Ld toll Hesseman 
Ralph Walte Nominated for best actors in non-supporting roles. 


Continued on page 82 


MILITARY GRAPHICS 
DEPT. 3 - BOX 228 


DUNKIRK, MARYLAND U.S.A. 20754 
Phone (301) 741-5216 


RING-NECK 


7.95 T-SHIRTS 8.50 
Style Body Color/Trim 


Lt. Green - Drk. Green 
White - Drk. Green 
White - Blue 

Lt. Blue - Drk. Blue 
Gray - Black 


Style 


SWEATSHIRTS 


Colors Available 
White, Blue, Green, 
Gold, Gray, Scarlet 


| T-SHIRTS 


1 Colors Available 
White, Blue, Tan, 
Gold, Green, Scarlet 


Color InsigniaNo. © Sizes: Men’s S, M, L, XL’ 


” 


pecify Shirt Type @. 
, U.S. Special Forces 
U.S.M.C. 

. British Commando 
U.S. Master Airborne Wings 
U.S. Senior Airborne Wings 
U.S. Novice Airborne Wings 
. U.S, 101st Airborne 

. U.S. 82nd Airborne 

» U,S.M,C. Recon Wings 

. Rhadesian Airborne Wings 

. U.S, Navy S.E.A.L. 

, Rhodesian Security Force 

. British Special Air Service 

. French Foreign Legion 

» French Commando 


URON=Swenousone— 


. British Parachute Reg}. 

. British Royale Marines 

. Waffen SS Runes 

. $8 Deaths Head 

. Scottish-Blackwatch 

. Viet-Nom-—Airborne Wings 
. U.S.M.C, Drill Instructor 

. 5th Speciol Forces Group 

. 10st Air Assault 

. Explosive Ordinance Disposal 
. U.S. Army Ronger 

. Special Farces - Spec. Oper. 
. Rhodesian Selous Scouts 

, Special Forces—Mike Force 
. Devils Brigade— Airborne 


AWARD CERTIFICATES: 8x11 in Color © Space for NameRank/Dates 


ty 


U.S. Special Forces 
U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. 


1 U.S.M.C. —Force Recon 


C-16 U.S.M.C. —Rifle Expert 


. 10th Special Forces Group 

. Luftwotfe Eagle 

. Rhodesian African Rifles 

. Lovat Scouts—Scottish 

. Royal Scots Greys—Scottish 
. Irish Guords—British 

. Fallschirm-Jager—Germany 
. 1st Cav.—Airmobile 

. Wild Geese—Airborne 

. Royal Scots Fusiliers 

. U.S.M.C. Rifle Teom 

. U.S.M.C, Scout Sniper 

. U.S.M.C, Served My Time in Hell 
. Militory Police 

. Weapons Instructor 


8.00 .. 3/15" 


iyi 


C-17 U.S.M.C, — Pistol Expert nf 


C-18 U.S. Army —H.A.L.0. 


U.S. Airborne — Master C-19 
U.S. Army Ranger c-20 
Special Forces — Jungle Expert C-21 
Special Forces— Guerrilla Warfare C-22 
Special Forces — Weapons Expert C-23 U. 


U.S. Army —Rifle Expert 
U 
U 
U. 
U 
Rhodesian Security Force C-24 U. 
U 
U 
U 
U 
U 
U 


5 .S. Army — Pistol Expert 
Mastercord ® Visa ® Personal Checks .S. Army — Auto. Weapons Expert 
Allow 4 Weeks for Delivery | 
MONEY ORDERS SHIPPED AT ONCE | 
SHIPPING PREPAID FOR U.S., APO/FPO 
and CANADA 
OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD 20% 


FOR A LARGER SELECTION SEND $1.00 
FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 


S.M.C. — Auto. Weapons Expert 

S. Navy S.E.A.L. — Demo. Expert ™"<) 
S. Army Ranger—Mt. Warfare Expert 

S. Army Ranger — Jungle Warfare Expert 
.$. Army —Long Range Recon Platoon 
S 
$ 
S. 
S 


+ 


AQAAARAARAAH 


U.S.M.C. —Weap. Expert C-25 
U.S. Airborne — Senior C-26 
Special Forces — Demolition Expert (C-27 
Rhodesian — Parachute Regt. C-28 
U.S. Navy S.E.A.L.—Weap. Expert C-29 
5th Special Forces Group C-30 


. Army — Airborne Path Finder 

. Army — Hand to Hand Combat Instructor 
. Army — Heavy Weapons Expert 

.S.M.C. —Heavy Weapons Expert 
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=== VIETNAM [TRIBUTE --=2 


“Ours was, in truth, a noble cause.” 


Q oraaa. 
President Ronald Reagan 


n this, the tenth anniversary year of the last American 

combat patrol in Vietnam, The American Historical 

Foundation pays tribute to the Americans who served 
our country in the struggle for the preservation of free- 
dom in Southeast Asia. 

It was a commendable crusade by a powerful nation 
to help a small, eave country win and hold a free and 
dignified way of life. 

History—and time—will judge the Americans who 
served there to be the heroes of that decade. Some were 
volunteers, some were draftees. Most had other lives to 
lead. But when duty called, they served. 

They can take pride in their many accomplishments. 
They did what the leadership of our nation asked them to 
do, and they did it well. 


A Lasting, Tangible Tribute 

Now, the largely unsung men and women who served 
—and, in a sense, the noble motivations and the Ameri- 
can spirit that caused us to enter the conflict — are honored 
through the issuance of this fasting, tangible tribute. 

As an appropriate counterpart to the ceremonial 
swords awarded to American military heroes of the 18th 
and 19th centuries, a presentation military knife was 
selected for this 20th century tribute, Each branch of the 
service will be honored with a separte knife, with inscrip- 
tions and embellishments appropriate to that service 
branch. The first knife — now available —honors the men 
and women of the United States Army in Vietnam. 


Authentic To Vietnam 

The Gerber Mark II Combat Knife was selected be- 
cause it was the most famous knife of this war. This knife 
first saw use in Vietnam, having been created for combat 
there. It quickly became the chosen knife of many men 
of the Green Berets of the U.S. Anny Special Forces, and 
it was privately purchased by men in all branches of the 
US. military. 4 

The onginal Viemam-era “wasp body” blade shape— 
no longer pence be reintroduced eepaly for 
this series. This blade is hardened, tempered and sharpened 
by hand to a razor's edge. 

But unlike any knife ever made prior to this, this 
limited edition tribute has been given distinctive em- 
bellishments designed with the assistance of U.S. Army 
combat veterans of Vietnam. 

The hilt is produced in the four colors of the Vietnam- 
era, woodland leaf-pattern camouflage developed by the 
US. Army for jungle fighting. A gold-plated, fired enamel 


= +Ehis is the most spectacular object ever made available te-honor the brave 
Americans who fought for the preservation of freedom in Southeast Asig... 


This is a genuine battleworthy Gerber Mark II Combat Knife —not a reproduction 


or a stylized display piece—authentic to Vietnam and specially embellished for this 
tribute —the first limited edition Gerber combat knife ever made. 


cloisonne medallion of the U.S. Army insignia forms the 
focal point of the grip. 

The combat scene etched on the mirror-polished steel 
blade permanently records American troops making an 
airmobile assualt on the enemy—a tactical innovation 
developed in Vietnam. 

Riflemen with their M-16s jump from Huey “Slicks,” 
while in the foreground M-60 machine gunners, riflemen 
and a radioman move out to secure the hot LZ (landing 
zone under enemy fire). You can almost hear the “whump- 
whump-whump” of the choppers’ blades overhead, the 
cracking of M-16 fire, the staccato of the M-60's and, in 
the background, the thud of mortor fire and the enemy's 
Russian-made AK-47s, 

On the blade shoulder is etched the insignia of the- 
US. Arny— Vietnam, rate of all Army units 
that served in Southeast Asia. Or, if you prefer, the unit 
insignia of your choice can be etched in this position. 


Booklet by General Westmoreland 

As an important reminder to present and further 
generations of the significant sacrifices made by Ameri- 
cans who served in Southeast-Asia, you will also receive 
a copy of “Vietnam Tribute.” This was written by General 
William Westmoreland, former commander of all U.S. 
military forces in Vietnam; it is being published by the 
Foundation as part of this project. 

To display and preserve your U.S. Army— Vietnam 
Tribute Combat Knife, you will receive a specially de- 
signed, furniture-finished solid mahogany case of military 
design, with olive drab Certificate of Authenticity, recessed 
and fitted into the inner lid. 

But only 2,500 of each knife will be made—one to 
represent each one thousand Americans of the 2,500,000 
who served. This limited edition serial number will be 
engraved on the reverse of each blade, inscribed on the 
Certificate of Authenticity, and registered with The Ameri- 
can Historical Foundation. 

First Chas Without Obligation 

As an added advantage, you will be guaranteed the 
opportunity, without obligation, to reserve subsequent 
knives in this series with the same serial number—so you 
can systematically acquire a complete matched set. These 
tributes—one to the Marine Corps, one to the Air Force 
and one to the Navy— will be announced to you privately, 
one knife at a time, in the months ahead. 

You will also be made a member of The American 
Historical Foundation and receive, at no expense, hard to 


obtain information a military history and the 
history, care, display and collecting of knives, swords, 
and militaria. 

Whether or not you or a member of your family 
served in Vietnam, this tribute will give you a renewed 
sense of pride in the Americans who answered the call to 
duty in the defense of freedom in Southeast Asia. Con- 
tributions will also be made by the Foundation to Viet- 
nam veterans associations, to help them to continue to 
perpetuate the memory of the Americans honored by 
this tribute. 

How to Reserve 

This is available exclusively through The American 
Historical Foundation. You may write, call, personally visit, 
or use the reservation form below. If you wish, the balance 
may be paid over a period of time. 

Reservations will be honored in the order of receipt. 
Prompt action will result in securing the lowest serial 
numbers. Requests for special serial numbers will be 
honored, if possible. This is a strictly limited edition; early 
action is suggested to avoid the inevitability of the com- 
pletion of the reservation roster. 


1316 West Main Street, Dept. SF-10 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 

Tebephone (804) 353-1812 

2Anour toll free reservations (800) 558-8133 


! 

! 

| 

| 

1 

1 

! 

1 

T 

1 

1 

1 [wish to reserve the serially numbered limited edition US. Army — 
q Vietnam Tribute Combat Knife, with solid mahogany presentation 

{ case, “Vietnam Tribute” booklet by Gen. Westmoreland, Certificate 
{ of Authenticity and Foundation membership. No shipping charges. 
1 O My deposit of $39 is enclosed. Please invoice the balance prior 

{ to delivery... 

I D at the rate of $75 per month, for two months. 

4 Oin full. 

t OT enclose $189 as payment in full. 

1 (1 wish the following unit insignia to be etched on the blade shoulder, 
{ inplace of the U.S. Army — Vietnam insignia:________. 
i I am also enclosing $25 to cover the cost of the special handling of this.) 
1 Please send information about the Vietnam Tribute for the: 

: (0 US, Marine Corps, 1 US. Navy, 0 U.S. Air Force, 

1 

i 

| 

4 

i 

1 

1 

J 

1 


For Visa, MasterCard, or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration date and signature. Virginia residents add tax, 


BULLETPROOF 
VEST 


Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9 mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2% lbs. Fits easily 
under T-Shirt. 


.. $150.00 ppd. 


Front & Back Protector .. 
$27.50 ppd. 


Detachable Side Panels 


Officially tested by the U.S: Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov- 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 


MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) * 
P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


EAR 
VVME ... 

SOF has received so many letters on the 
“Black Gash’’ that we are going to print 
only the best excerpts, rather than whole 
letters. Otherwise, few of these concerned 
citizens would be heard in this public 
forum. — The Eds. 


Sirs: 

...The sunken memorial resembles an 
open mass grave awaiting those soldiers 
who were killed in Vietnam but are yet 
unaware of their doom ... exposed to the 
poison rainbow of defoliants and her- 
bicides such as Agents Orange, Blue, 
White, Purple, Green and Pink. 

Pamela Lacey 
Carbondale, Illinois 
.. A disgusting way to show the coun- 


ine 


AL MAR KNIVES 2600 s.w. Salish Lane, 
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Wilsonville, Oregon 97070, U.S.A. (503) 682-1608 


try’s respect for the Vietnam vet. 
Russell Schenk : 
Athelstane, Wisconsin 

...The vets and their families should 
meet on the proposed site and protest this 
cruel joke. 

Bert Madison 
Fairbanks, Arkansas 

...I’m 100 percent behind a memorial 
for Vietnam veterans, but let’s get 
something that won’t be used as a ‘‘wail- 
ing wall’? by future generations. 

Jay L, Joseph, Sr. 
Prospect Park, Pennsylvania 

...Memorials [should] remind and in- 
spire the living as well as honor the dead. 

Ty Yadouga 
York Haven, Pennsylvania 

...SOF had a section devoted to art by 
vets of the Indochinese war (‘‘Vietnam 
Experience,’’ June ’81). Michael Arlen 
Boyett had sculpted a GI with his buddy 
slung over his shoulder. THAT is what the 
memorial should be. THAT is what the 
war was. 

Jan Larre Dutra/J.C. De Julius 
San Rafael, California 

...My father’s greatest moment of 
pride came when we stood before the 
monument commemorating the raising of 
the flag at Iwo Jima. It was that memorial 
that inspired me to understand the true 
meaning of patriotism. No, we didn’t 
fight in the ‘‘Big One,”’ but by god we did 
fight and I’m proud to say that I was 
there. I am fed up with the mistreatment 
of the Vietnam veteran and it’s sad to 
think that this ‘‘Black Hole of Death”’ is 
to be the memorial to honor and enshrine 
the Vietnam veteran. 

I always dreamed of the day when | 
could take my family to Washington to 
allow them to observe first-hand the 
honor and traditions that have built this 
country. But I will not stand before the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial beaming with 
pride as my father did with his children. 

David A. Leibensperger 
Frankfort, Minnesota 

... After reflecting on the honor guard 
at Arlington and monuments to other 
wars I have nothing but scorn for the peo- 


Continued on page 91 
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PARELLEX® BUY DIRECT AND SAVE 


MILITARY KNIVES 
#5684 U.S. MARINE CORPS COMBAT KNIFE 
7” blade with leather sheath .. $14.95 
#5733 U.S. AIR FORCE KNIFE with leather 
sheath & sharpening stone. 


jade $14.5 

#22279 GENUINE BRITISH COMMANDO 

KNIFE with leather metal-tipped 

sheath. Made in Sheffield, England $24.95 
#70000 GERBER MK | SURVIVAL KNIFE 

5” blade with leather sheath . . 
#70002 GERBER MK fl SURVIVAL KNIFE 

6 44" blade. Black jeather sheath $49.50 

(Add $2.00 per knife for shipping.) 


SWAT. COMBAT MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS FOR 
YOUR SHOTGUN increase shel! capacity to 7 (18” 
or longer bbls.), 8 (20’ or longer bbis.), or 10 
(26” or longer bbls.), Made for Remington 870, 
1100; Winchester 1200; and Browning 5-A. Installs 
easily without alteration. Now used by the FBI, 
Secret Service, etc. Include make, model and 
gauge when ordering, 


7OR8SHOTMODEL........,- $22.00 
10 SHOT MODEL (Not available for 
Browning 5-A)......... . $36.00 
(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) 
£ = | 
BRAND NEW : 


ORIGINAL G.I. 

M-65 FIELD JACKET 
Available in Sizes: 

5, M, L, XL. 

#1100 0.0. GREEN $49.95 
#9102 CAMOUFLAGE $49.95 
#1103 Original G.I. M-65 Cold 
Weather Liners . . $16.95 


(Add $2.00 per wnit for shipping.} 


ey ct gq 
CAMOUFLAGE GEAR 


#10008 U.S.M.C. Camo Pancho + $29.95 
#10009 Camo Poncho Liner... .. . $29.95 
#33261 Camo Wallets. ....... $ 6.95 
#1130 Camo T-Shirt,S,M,1,XL .. §$ 5.95 
#1106 U.S.M.C. Camouflage 

Fatigues; Sizes: S,M,L,XL ... $49.95 


#1104 New U.S. Army Woodland 
Camouflage Fatigues; S,M,L,XL $59.95 


(Add $2.00 shipping for the first item, 50¢ 
for each additional item.) 


OTHER G.!. GOODIES 


#10160 New G.I. Compass ...... $29.95 
#1140 U.S.A. MA-f Flyer's Jacket. 
Fully reversible, supe green and Interna- 
tional Orange. 5, M $41.95 
#10070 New M-17 Gas iat 


with filters and bag... . 2... $49.95 
#10052 U.S. a A5 Auto Belt 

Holster, black... ......... $19.95 
#10053 U.S. Army M-7 Shoulder 

Holster, fits .45 auto, black $19.95 


#10084 M-1949 Mountain Sleeping Bag, 
latest issue, mummy style . . 
#10082 Gi. Flashlight with extra 
filters and bulb, 0.0. ....... 4.95 
#10095 U.S. Army 0.0. Plastic Canteen with 
latest issue canteen cover . $ 6.95 
#11207 U.S.A.F. Sungtasses, gold- plated 


$49.95 


frames, case included L 
#90012 MP Peerless Handcuffs... Ce 
#10056 G.I, Combat Pack, used 
#6145 U.S. Army Machete 18” 

blade with 0,0. Sheath $12.95 
#1122 G.I. D.D. T-Shirts, S,M,L,XL. § 3.50 
#1760 U.S. Army Stainless Steel 

Pocket Knife, 4-blades, 1000 uses $ 7.95 
#10302 G.I. Black Leather Combat 


Boots, 6, 7, 8, 9,10, 11,12 .... $39.95 
aN G.I. 0-3 Glove Sheils, 
Ee US ae ccieaeeieenc ee $11.95 
#10882 BI Wool Glove Liners, 
SIZG50,MAL 3. oy. - $ 2.95 
#10038 | Gl. Duffle Bag, 
Stes tiSSUG) sueeets yates, 4 sine $21.95 
#10000 6.1. Ammo Cans »» § 6.95 


(Add $2.00 shipping for the 
first item, 50° for each 
additional item.) 
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The soft, collapsible hat 
made famous in Vietnam. = 
Very comfortable. 

Sizes: 5, M, L, XL. 

#1150 0.D, GREEN or 
#1160 CAMOUFLAGE 


(Specify) $ 6.95 y 
(Add $1.50 per hat for shipping.) 


BRAND NEW FACTORY 
FRESH COMBAT & TARGET 
MAGAZINES 


#33206 German Luger 9mm ..... $14.95 
#33006 AR-15/M-16 30-shot G.I. ... $ 6.0U 
#33008 AR-15/M-16/AR-180/AR-18 
AOESNOWSTR Oe chee tee cuss 4.95 
#33009 AR-15/M-16 Army 
30-shot plastic ..,,. 9.95 
#33000 Mini-14* 20-shot.. $ 9.95 
#33002 Mini-14* 30-shot ,. $12.95 
#33003 Mini-14° 40-shot .. $24.95 
#33010 Browning Hi-Power 
Qmm Pistol, 13-shot .. $15.00 
#33011 Browning Hi-Power 
§mm Pistol, 13-shat 
STRIDIESE! | ous, 5 aan $21.50 


#330120 Browning Hi-Power 

» 9mm Pistol, 21-shot Blue $28.50 
#330121 Browning Hi-Power 

9mm Pistol, 21-shot 


SRBINIGSS! gnteys «vo. 34.50 
#33451 Colt .45 Auto, 7-shot.... . 5.00 
#34515 Colt 45 Auto, 15-shot .. 15.00 
#33208 S & W Model 39, blued steel § 7.00 
#33210 Waither P-38 9mm, blued .. $12.00 
#39204 Ruger 10/22* 25- shot. $24.95 


(Add $1.00 for first magazine - 50¢ for each addi- 
tional magazine for shipping.) 


Exact reproduction — brass handle, 6”” blade. Truly 
a collector's item. Check local laws before order- 
ing. be must be over 21. 


#700918)... Jeng are $19.95 


NEW PARATROOPER FOLDING STOCKS 
Custom-made Schmeisser Fallschitmjager-type 
folding stocks for the M-i Carbine end the 
Ruger 10/22 Carbine. Beautiful quality American 
walnut stocks with blued ordnance steel. Skele- 
ton stock locks open and closed. Has full pistol 
grip and is ready to install. Standard length 
open- 26/2’ closed. Ideal for compact storage, 
backpacking, camping or police and combat use. 


#31000 for G.1., National Ordnance and 


Plainfield Carbine... . . $69.95 
#310U0 for Universal Firearms 

Corporation Carbine. .,..... $69.95 
#31022 for Ruger 10/22 Carbine... $69.95 


(Add $4.00 for shipping and insurance.) 


BRAND NEW M-1 
CARBINE ACCESSORIES 


#30016 5-shot Magazine... .... § 2.50 
#30018 15-shot Magazine... . , , 2.50 
#30020 30-shot Magazine ...... § 4.00 
#30000 60-rd Jungie Clip-(Clips 

2-30 shot fe together)... . § 4.95 
#30002 Slin Dir ss. a 3.95 
#10102 15-rd. Magazine Pouch- 

holds 2-15 shot mags... .. . . $ 1.50 
#30024 30-rd. Magazine Pouch~ 

holds 2 or 4-30 shot mags . 4,95 
#30010 Flash Hider... . . 12.95 
#30008 Muzzle Brake - Reduces recoil 

and muzzle jump ........ 4 $12.95 
#30006 Piston Nut Wrench ..... . $ 2.95 
#30004 Scope Mount, no drilling 

WOM Auijuoe poe wan sags 
#30012 Ventilated Steel Handguard , 9 4.95 
#013 ~~ Carbines, Cal. 30 

Technical Manual... . 2... . § 5.95 
#70024 G.l. M-4 Carbine Bayonet 

W/MBA1 SCABBARD.. ...... . $34.95 


(Add $1.50 shipping for first item, 25¢ for each 
additional item.) 


THE LITTLE BLACK BOX 


Warning this device is not 
to be used for surveillance! 
Automatically starts re- 
corder when telephone is 
picked up. Records entire 
conversation, both sides... 
Then automatically stops recorder when phone 
is hung up! Can be attached anywhere along 
the line~plugs into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 1” x 2” x 3" 

#90002 with alligator clip hook-up , ey 
#TR-150 with modular ptug-in hook- -up 29.95 

(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 


NEW 8-SHOT 
TEAR GAS 
REVOLVER 
Fires 8-.22 cal. tear gas cartridges 
orblanks in seconds. You must be over 21. 


91000 BLUE -Sale Priced at only § 
91002 CHROME-Sale Priced at . 


9.95 
10.95 
(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 
91004 Hip Holster 
91006 Tear Gas Cartridges (10) . ; 
91008 Extra-Loud Blanks—(100) . 
§2000 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray, 
Pocket Size. 
$2004 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray, 
Police Size 


3.00 


COLT .45 AUTO ‘ iJ 
MAGS & CLIP b 
POUCH SET if ! 
Heavy duty G.I. Canvas 


pouch with 2 brand new G.I. .45 auto mapeciier 
Latest contract magazines. 


#452M 


(Add $1.50 for shipping.) 

G.I. AR-15/M-16 30 ROUND 

MAGS & POUCH SET 
G.|, Pouch with three (3) 
new G.l, 30-shot 
he calie 

... $24.95 

tg a 00 for shipping.) 


MINI-14 30 ROUND MAGS & 
POUCH SET 
G.I. Pouch with three (3) new 30-shot Mini-14 
magazines, 


#M14S $39.95 


BRAND NEW 

RIOT GUN PISTOL” 
GRIP KIT 

The ultimate in firepower and shortness. #2" 

Used extensively by Federal aw enforcement of- 

ficers. Easy to install. Take off buttstock and 

replace with our pistol grip. For Rem. 870, Martin 

420, Win. 1200, Mossberg Pump, High Standard 

Pump, Win, Mod. 12, and Ithica 37. 

(Please specify when ordering.) 


K $3 
(Add $2.00 pet unit for shipping.) 


ORDERING INFORMATION! To order by mail, use the cou 

sheet. Mail with payment. Add shipping or your order will be delayed. B 

800-323-3233. Minimum ieee order $25.00. Illinois, Alaska, Hawall call 312-598-4486, PARELLEX 
IDGE, 1L 60415. For questions or information call~312-598-4466, 


Mail to: FPIRELLEX: ©) Box F, Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 


CORPORATION, CHICAGO 


Dept. SF-72 
Please send following 


My name is 
| live at 
City 


bie ¢ = ote] | ge ee 


r 


O Money Order 0 Check Enclosed $ 
ILLINOIS RESIDENTS INCLUDE SALES TAX 
CHARGE TO MY: Mastercharge 0 Visa/Bankamerica Card 


NEW! 1981 PARELLEX CORPORATION CATALOG. MILITARY SURPLUS, POLICE EQUIPMENT, CUTLERY, 
MILITARY & SURVIVAL MANUALS, SELF DEFENSE PRODUCTS. FULLY {LLUSTRATED. ALL ITEMS 
GUARANTEED. $1.00. (Free with order). Satisfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back! 


THE BLACK BOOK 
OF DIRTY TRICKS 


“Improvised Munitions Handbook,” is the most 
sought after, heretofore impossible to obtain 
Army Manual. includes reveating chapters on: 
Improvised Explosives and Propellants; Mines & 
Grenades; Small Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars 
& Rockets; Incendiary Devices; Fuses; ignition & 
Delay Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture 
Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, and Re- 
coiless Rifles from easy to obtain materials and 
much, much more! New expanded edition! Limited 
Number Available! ORDER NOW! 


PR 6 5 ov: $10.00 ppd. 


NEW! RARE! QUICK RELEASE 
VIETNAM ISSUE PISTOL BELT 


(Add $1.50 for shipping.) 


MINI-14 ACCESSORIES 
SCOPE MOUNT, no drilling or tapping. Insta-Mount. 


#(M180 for Series 180 Mini 14... , $21.95 
#1M181 for Series 181, 182 Mini-14 .. $21.95 
#RM1 Rear Sight Tool, to adjust windage 

& elevation... 9.95 


#RM2 Match Rear Sight, ‘blue... | 9.95 
#RM4 Flash Hider, Blue Steel, 

Installs in seconds ..... . . $14.95 
#RMB5 Stainless Steel Flash Hider . . $19.95 
#RMB6 Extra Power Recoil Spring- 

Improves Feeding, reliability. 

Specify series 180, 181,182 ... $ 4.95 
#RM7 Ventilated Handguerd ...., $13.50 
#RMI12 Bayonet Lug, installs in seconds. 

Will hold M7 bayonet... .... 22.00 
#LSP-18 Mini 14 Manual ....... 5 


{Add $1.50 shipping for first item, 25¢ for each 
additional item.) 


BRITISH COMMANDO 
BATTLE JACKET 
LAST CALL! 


This attractive jacket is 
Brand New British govern- 
ment surptus. A light- 
weight, rugged, all-purpose 
jacket made of 0.0. color, 
denim. May never be 
available again. Sizes: 
*Piease send height, chest and waist measure- 
ments for an exact fit. 
SACBURONY ccs «cos coxa eye spree $14.95 
(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 


AR-15/M-16 ACCESSORIES 


#70027 G.!. M-7 Bayonet & Sheath $29.95 
#32026 Ordnance & Armorer’s Wrench y 2.00 
#932012 Flash Hider 2... 0.6, 16.00 
#32000 Scope Mount ......... eee 
#016 M-18 Manual ......... §.95 
pis wr {5 Fuli Auto Conversion 

TAR bik oc ar $ 4.95 


(Add be 30 shipping for the first item, 25° foreach 
additional item.) 


neat below, or separate 
MC, COD'S may call 


State 


Zip 
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AND 
START 


YOU'VE GOT 
THE ANSWER IN THE 
PALM OF YOUR HAND. 


Write today fer your free color brochure. 


pe MUSTANG GRIPS 


27616 Tyler Avenue. Romoland. CA 92380 


COMBAT 


PISTOLCRAFT 


Handgun Finishes 
& Luminous Sights 


by Ken Hackathorn 


OR years I have favored hard indus- 

trial chrome as a handgun finish. 
Plating is normally done by an industrial 
plater that specializes in hard chrome for 
tool and machine use. The finish is normal- 
ly satin, non-reflective and extremely long 
wearing. | even use it for plating the frame 
of my combat .45 autos. 

Recently | had an opportunity to check 
out a plating firm that specializes in a varia- 
tion of industrial hard-chrome plating. Ac- 
curate Plating & Weaponry, Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 1937 Calument St., Clearwater, FL 
33515, is now offering a plating service for 
handguns. Bob Cogan of Accurate Plating 
has developed a special hard-chrome finish 


The Pistol 
Pocket 


Covered 
trigger 


Leather 
reinforced 


Double 
stitched 
seam 
Open 
muzzle 


fit 
Sight 
channel 


At franchized dealers everywhere 
or arder direct! : 
2:3” AUTO & REV. 45° AUTO & REV. 


PLAIN $30.50 PLAIN $34.00 


Plus 10% Postage & Handi ing 
(Calif. Res. add 6% Sales Tax) 
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Hand-boned | 


The Wave of the Future 


Available Now From Bianchi 


Pistol Pocket (Model #3) - a totally New 
Concealment Holster! Engineered by 
Bianchi to ride high! «Designed to hug 
closer to your body! ¢Fast draw - yet 
absence of bulk! eHandmade & hand 
modes to fit exact gun models! 


today for our 
New 1982 
Full Color 
Catalog 


SEND $1.00 TO: 


‘BIANCHI 


100 Calle Cortez, Dept. 762. Temecula. California 92390 


S&W M-13 with custom-cut hammer 
spur, tuned and hard-chrome plated: 
attractive, concealable, nearly invul- 
nerable. Photo: Ken Hackathorn 


that has the look of a brushed stainless- 
steel surface. The plate is hardy and attrac- 
tive. Accurate Plating & Weaponry’s work 
represents the finest examples of custom- 
gun finishes I've seen. 

Since I was interested in the brushed- 
stainless-look hard chrome | sent Bob 
Cogan a new tuned Smith & Wesson M-13 
.357 magnum revolver for this custom 
finish. It was returned within three weeks. 

Not only is the work completed by Ac- 
curate Plating & Weaponry nicely done, 
but it is guaranteed. Great care is taken in 
the finish of each handgun plated, and re- 
volvers are accepted and as cheerfully 
done as the auto pistols. Close tolerances 
are carefully maintained for both. Both the 
M-13 S&W that I had done and a friend's 
Colt Python are so complete that many 
people handling the weapons assume that 
they are stainless steel. 

The final product is beautiful. Average 
price for having a revolver plated with this 
brushed hard-chrome finish is less than 
$70, and auto pistols are slightly over $75. 
Complete services for blueing, nickle- 
plating and parkerizing are also available. 


NYONE who has used a defensive 

A sidearm is aware of the difficulty of 
sighting in low-light situations and the odds 
of having to defend yourself are much 
greater during the hours of darkness. 


Continued on page 92 
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Get into action this summer. 


_ No.one.will-kick sand:in your face when No one puts Mack Bolan down, not until the 
MACK BOLAN, THE EXECUTIONER, is atthe —_ very last page, because author Don Pendleton 
beach withyou. packs dynamite between the covers. 

Only one man gives him orders, the So for those long, hot summer afternoons, 
President. Mack's game? Fighting those who why not pour yourself a tail one, settle back, and 


would destroy the American way. His fame? A get into action. There are new Mack.Bolan -_. 
best-selling action series filled with enough close adventures waiting.for you every month, wherever 
Calls to put any grown man.into a cold sweat. paperbacks are sold... VSate 


gD 


The Iranian wit 

" event assansination 

ies yarn Kacepoanbreont 
. rT S Ww 


"Published by Gold Eagle Books. A division of WWRLDWIDE LIBRARY 
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*FOR AR-15 RIFLE ONLY ____ CUT AND SAVE FOR FUTURE SAVINGS! are, 
BAYONET BONANZA — ALL BRAND NEW! 


4 sh _. Sk a SI-3 4 
COLT COLT COLT } COMBAT COMBAT 
AR-15/M16 AR-15/M16 AR-15/M16 KNIFE with KNIFE with 
Bayonet* & ry Bayonet* & Bayonet* & Scabbard Scabbard 
Scabbard if: Scabbard Scabbard Blade length: 7.” Fea- Blade length: 10" 
Blade length: 7." Fea- | i Blade length: 7." Fea- rR Blade length: 10" tures: Wire cutter, (Long). Features: Wire 
tures: Wire cutter, i | tures: Bottle opener, i (Long). Features: Wire razor back saw blade, cutter, razor back saw 
razor back saw blade, 4 wire cutter, razor back cutter, razor back saw belt attachments, blade, belt attach- 
belt attachments, i saw blade, belt at- blade, belt at- sure-grip handle, and ments, Sure-gGp hari: 
eee and motinentie, Ss aC? rb i ea alg tie thongs. dle, and tie-thongs. 

- ' andie, and tie- ndie, and tie- 

$29.95 | thongs: $32.95 | thongs, 


SWISS SIG M4 CARBINE M5A1 COLT - 


- MBA 
Bayonet & BAYONET GARAND AR-15/M16 f ears al 
Scabbard with M8A1 a BAYONET M-7 | Bayonet with 
Model 510-4 Scabbard Cy, with M8A1 BAYONET * M8A1 
7.62 NATO U.S. Caliber 30 Mt \ | Scabbard with M8A1 , Scabbard 
Biade length 7." Fea- om ” Features: Baw at: U.S.Caliber .30 M1 Scabbard Blade length: 6/2." 
aiisa wars ee tachment, sure-grip ao Rifle. Blade Blade | BY." Features: Belt at- 
belt attachment : handle, and tie- " ength: 642." Features: Features: Belt at-_ tachment, sure-grip 
sure-grip handle, and . thongs. Belt attachment, tachment, sure-grip handle,and tie thongs. 
' sure-grip handie, and handle, and tie- 
tie thongs. $29.95 tie-thongs. thongs. $19.95 


G-3 RIFLE* . S113 


tt A — Sh4 $I-15 
G-3 RIFLE* (HK 91/93) (hike e183) ol © & sus 
(HK 91/93) Norwegian ¢ ‘4 BELGIUM 
Bayonet & ARMY Knife } 
Bayonet & Model) 2 FAL Bayonet 
B t with . Scabbard and Scabbard () + 
Scabbard ayonet wi Blade length: 10" Bligad leravth: Bye! i & Scabbard 
Blade length 6y2." M8A1 Scabbard (Long). Features: Features: Bottle a Blade length: 612.” 
Features: Belt at- Blade length: 642." Woodgrain scabbard, opener, belt attach- 1 Features: Belt at- 
tachment and sure- Features: Belt at- belt attachment and q ment and sure-grip Eb tachment. i 
grip handle. ; tachment and sure- sure-grip handle. handle. Colors: SI-15 | 1 
NOTE: evens adapter grip be eat " NOTE: Bayonet adapter O.D. Green, SI-16 . nce | i 
f cs *(Ni 4 or 6 is separate. Sea ' 
papaa =o) frre igagperae, Soo $26.95 | tonne. sto} $32.95 | *° $14.95 | fash surprecscratey $36.95 
G Si-21 | St7 COLLECTORS' SIA arin Scncblibes olive word 
ERMAN M-6 ae PRESENTATION i COLT famous Erckhorn bayonet 
¥ BUNDESWEHR'S = This feature rsaduclie : 
ARMY MK Ml BAYONET cyt 6 different eee 4 cette Combat Knife ae ss Sinigta ss Sao 
Seid Knife & M14 RIFLE , pepe are ssiag for Scabbard ; aie gst assy 
cabbard 7" with M8A1 Bs eee Nee wari BRAND NEW 
Blade length 5." Fea- Scabbard ce each ofthe following: $29.95 G.|. AMMUNITION CANS 
tures: Quick release Blade fength: 672.” saad puro = 50 Caliber (M2A1) cans 
raenereaty aire fo Features: Belt at- ieee Ras Reehiee teior back saw  rpelureay Sure arb handle, $9.00 ea. Special case 
handle. and leather tachment, sure-grip scour stacomsar | blade, belt attachments, sure-grip} aluminum Scabbard and belt offer of 12 cans in ) 
scabbard handle and tie-thongs. Se handle, and tie-thongs. attachment. ae bat Race 
ss ‘ U wei iS. A 
$1 9.95 $20.95 $1 69.95 cone | | | Bert SI-10A per eee 
tsh \< L GERMAN ARMY S1-23 KNIFE with AR-15/M16 M7 30 Caliber (7.62 NATO) 
New COLT AR-15/MI6 | G3 adaptor $120 | COLLAPSIBLE Scabbard | jg“) BAYONET «with cage offer of 18 cane n 
Bayonet* with M8A1 Scabbard P WIRE Maat Scabbard original government pack 
‘ F G-3 Adapter for (weight 64 Ibs.) $74.00 
Blade length 6¥2." Features wire | sj-12, Si-13 and CUTTERS $23.95 $29.95 per case 
cutter, belt attachment, sure- SI-14 for : BRAND Note: Individual cans purchased add 
grip handle and tie thongs. attachment of NEW Blade length: 7” $3.00 per unit for shipping and handling. 
eeo.o | Pee $8.95 | $26.95 binge, bal attachments, sure-qip| -Featares Bet allachment, CASE LOTS SHIPPED FREIGHT 
: + = al handle, and tie-thongs. and sure-grip handle, * 


IN REVIEW 


WITH THE OLD BREED AT PELELIU 
AND OKINAWA. By E.B. Sledge. Presi- 
dio Press, 31 Pamaron Way, Novato, CA 
94947. 1981. 135 pp., photographs and 
maps. $15.95. Review by Bob Poos. 


‘T’ye Eaten Your Bread and Salt 
And Drunk Your Water and Wine; 
The Deaths Ye Died I have Watched 
Beside 
And the Lives That Ye Led Were 
Mine.”’ 
— Rudyard Kipling 


“Rifles were high and holy things to 
them, and they knew five-inch broad- 
side guns. They talked patronizingly 
of the war, and were concerned about 
rations. They were the Leathernecks, 
the Old Timers .... They were the 
old breed of American regular, re- 
garding the service as home and war 
as an occupation; and they transmit- 
ted their temper and character and 
viewpoints to the high-hearted volun- 
teer mass which filled the ranks of the 
Marine Brigade....”’ 

—John W. Thomason in Fix Bayonets 


HE United States Marine Corps in- 

fantry seems to turn out talented 
writers: William Manchester (Goodbye 
Darkness), Leon Uris (Battle Cry), Robert 
Leckie (Helmet for My Pillow, Strong 
Men Armed), James Webb (Fields of Fire) 
and John W. Thomason (Fix Bayonets) 
are some who come to mind. 

There is no logical explanation for this. 
I can testify from personal experience that 
in the Marine infantry, you are not taught 
how to write — you are taught how to 
fight, and a good job they do of it, too. 

However, now another Marine joins the 
ranks of those mentioned above: E.B, 
Sledge. Sledge is now holder of a Ph.D. in 
ornithology (the study of birds), but in 
1944 and 1945 he was a nails-tough mor- 
tarman in K Co., Third Battalion, Fifth 
Marines, First Marine Division. 

Sledge has left a searing, unforgettable 
memoir of those terrible days spent on the 
tiny island of Peleliu and the huge island 
of Okinawa, two of the longest, bloodiest 
WWII campaigns the Marines fought. 

He takes the reader from boot camp at 
San Diego: ‘‘At the time, we didn’t realize 
the fact that the discipline we were learn- 
ing in responding to orders under stress 
often would mean the difference later in 
combat — between success or failure, 
even living or dying.”’ 

Then he ventures on to.what was sup- 
posed to have been a rest area for the 
veterans of Guadalcanal and Cape Glou- 
cester and training camp for replace- 
ments: the island of Pavuvu — ‘‘But once 
ashore; one found the extensive coconut 
groves choked with rotting coconuts .... 
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Of all the work parties, the one we hated 
most was collecting rotten coconuts. If we 
were lucky, the coconut sprout served as a 
handle. But more often, they fell apart, 
spilling stinking coconut milk over us... . 

‘‘The most loathsome vermin on Pavu- 
vu were the land crabs... . Before putting 
on his boondockers each morning, each 
man in the First Marine Division shook 
his shoes to roust [them]. Many mornings 
I had one in each shoe and sometimes 
two. Periodically we reached the point of 
rage over these filthy things and chased 
them out from under boxes, seabags and 
cots. We killed them with sticks, bayonets 
and entrenching tools. After the action 
was over, we had to shovel them up and 
bury them or a nauseating stench de- 
veloped rapidly in the hot, humid air.”’ 

But bad as Pavuvu was, Sledge (who of 
course was nicknamed Sledgehammer by 
his buddies) soon found that, as warned 
by veterans, there was worse to come: in 
this case Peleliu. 

The following incident sums up the is- 
land. It occurred during the Marines’ first 
attack (across an airstrip) on that island’s 
Bloody Nose Ridge: 


WITH THE 
OLD BREED 


**Through the haze I saw Marines stum- 
ble and pitch forward as they got hit. | 
then looked neither right nor left but just 
straight to my front. The farther we went, 
the worse it got. The noise and concussion 
pressed in on my ears like a vise. I gritted 
my teeth and braced myself in anticipa- 
tion of the shock of being struck down at 
any moment. It seemed impossible that 
any of us could make it across. We passed 
several craters that offered shelter, but I 
remembered the order to keep moving. 
Because of the superb discipline and ... 
spirit of the Marines, it had never oc- 
curred to us that the attack might 
fail eee 

Sledge wondered if Guadalcanal and 
Cape Gloucester had been as bad as this. 
His question was answered when a veteran 
remarked, ‘‘That was rough duty; hate to 
have to do that every day.”’ 

The Marines fought on Peleliu for ex- 
actly one month and compressed the 
Japanese into a small pocket — at a terri- 
ble cost: 1,252 killed, 5,274 wounded. 


When the Marines were relieved by the 
Army’s 81st Division — whom they highly 
respected — it still took the soldiers 
another two months to secure the miser- 
able little island, suffering 542 killed and 
2,736 wounded. 

After Peleliu, it was a return to Pavuvu 
(which by then had become somewhat 
more habitable) for further training in 
preparation for Okinawa. Sledge says: 
‘*Peleliu was something special for the ... 
First Marine Division. It has remained so 

. but Okinawa had its own character, 
more forbidding in many ways than its 
predecessor. There the First Marine Divi- 
sion fought a different war, of tactics and 
movement ... previously unknown to the 
island-fighting Marines.’ 

After about a month of fighting, fol- 
lowing an unopposed landing, Sledge and 
his mortar crew set up their gun: 

“| had my first opportunity to look 
around our position. It was the most 
ghastly corner of hell I had ever witnessed. 
As far as I could see, an area that had 
been a low grassy valley with a picturesque 
stream meandering through it was a mud- 
dy, repulsive open sore ... the place was 
choked with the putrefaction of death, 
decay and destruction. In a shallow 
defilade to our right ... lay about 20 dead 
Marines, each on a stretcher and covered 
to his ankles by a poncho, a common- 
place, albeit tragic, scene to every veteran 

. But as I looked about, I saw that 
other Marine dead couldn’t be tended 
properly. The whole area was pocked with 
shell craters and churned up by explo- 
sions. Every crater was half full of water 
and many of them held a Marine corpse 

. rusting weapons still in hand. Swarms 
of flies hovered above them.”’ 

But despite carnage like this, the Ma- 
rines, including K/3/5, prevailed and cap- 
tured Shuri Castle and Kunishi Ridge. 
“Late in the day of 21 June 1945, we 
learned that the high command had de- 
clared the island secured. We each re- 
ceived two fresh oranges with the compli- 
ments of Admiral [Chester] Nimitz. So I 
ate mine, smoked my pipe and looked out 
over the beautiful blue sea....After 82 
days and nights, I couldn’t believe 
Okinawa had finally ended.”’ 

Sledge offers one of the most moving — 
and accurate — tributes to the U.S. Ma- 
rines I have ever seen. 

“War is brutish, inglorious and a terri- 
ble waste. Combat leaves an indelible 
mark on those who are forced to endure 
it. The only redeeming factors were my 
comrades’ incredible bravery and their 
devotion to one another. Marine Corps 
training taught us to kill efficiently and to 
try to survive. But it also taught us loyalty 
to each other — and love. That esprit de 
corps sustained us.’’ 


R 
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HE common soldier’s continual — 

and mostly unjustified — envy of his 
opponents’ and allies’ weapons can be 
traced without interruption back to early 
man and the atlatl (a throwing stick once 
used to give a spear greater propulsion, 
which was eventually superseded by the 
bow and arrow). 

The envy is usually bilateral. In WWII 
German troops fighting on the Ostfront 
(Eastern Front) coveted the Russian PPSh 
41 submachine gun, largely because of its 
drum capacity of 71 rounds. Meanwhile, 
Ivan was very much taken with the- Ger- 
man MP 40 because of its compactness 
and excellence of manufacture. 

In Vietnam, almost every GI wanted an 
AK-47, which had a 30-round magazine 
and, of course, never malfunctioned. Our 
logistically poverty-stricken enemy would 
take anything he could get his hands on, 
but, nevertheless, much favored the 
‘black stick’’ (M16). 

By definition, we are all more familiar 
with our own weapons systems — both 
their attributes and faults — than those 
used by others. 

In the frightful reality of infantry com- 
bat, each of us wants every real or sup- 
posedly decisive edge he can grab. 

Since neither the enemy nor our allies 
are wont to publicize their problems, the 
average grunt knows very little of 
another’s small-arms deficiencies. Ergo, 
They must be better than what he has. If 
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only he could get ahold of one — or, bet- 
ter yet, why can’t his country come up 
with something as good as ‘‘they’’ have? 

Two very recent and, until now, unpub- 
licized examples illustrate the fallacy of 
assuming that everything that one designs 
is poor, while everything others do is pro- 
per. Both episodes involve our faithful 
allies, the British. 

The first event concerns the current 
British service rifle, the LIA1 SLR (self- 
loading rifle). This is a somewhat modi- 
fied version of the highly vaunted, leg- 
endary FN FAL made in England under 
Fabrique Nationale license. 

As the Israelis discovered during the 
1967 war, the FAL has never performed 
well under conditions of sand and dust. 
By design, an extremely close fit is re- 
quired between the bolt carrier and the 
receiver rails. The bolt itself depends upon 
precise tolerances. The British were 
already aware of this in 1955. In an at- 
tempt to shield the FAL action from 
debris as much as possible, they shortened 
the pin on the front of the hold-open 
catch so that it would not engage the 
follower of an empty magazine, thus 
negating the hold-open feature entirely. 

Since the bolt carrier no longer slams 
back and locks up against the lower re- 
ceiver after the last round is fired, but 
moves forward again, it was thought that 
the forces of momentum would be further 
dissipated and that the lower receiver 
would be subject to far less stress than had 
the hold-open feature been retained. It 
should thus in theory be possible to utilize 
a milder grade steel in the fabrication of 


Closeup of FN MAG general-purpose 
machine-gun receiver. Failure occurred in 
front four cross bolts as discussed in text. 
Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 


the lower receiver. This was done and 
now, after little more than 20 years of use, 
many of the FALs in service with the 
British army have cracked lower receivers! 
Ah hah, but nobody ever told you this 
before, did they? 

Let’s move to that most successful of all 
GPMG (general-purpose machine gun) 
designs, the FN MAG. The MAG takes its 
locking system and operating method 
from the BAR and its feed mechanism 
directly from the German MG 42. The 
British version (L7A1) weighs in at a fairly 
heavy 234% pounds, and this without a 
Stellite-lined heavy barrel for the sus- 
tained-fire role. No Stellite-lined barrel 
exists for the MAG, as the Belgians and 
British proved incapable of manufactur- 
ing to the very close tolerances essential to 
produce a good interference fit for the 
liner. 

The side plates of the MAG are at- 
tached to the receiver frame by rivets. Re- 
cently, while blazing away at a British ar- 
my range, a friend of mine had the front 
four cross bolts on the left side of his 
MAG separate from the side plate. The 
bolt attempted to depart from this in- 
teresting new opening and rather abruptly 
terminated the firing sequence! 

There is no perfect weapon system. 
There never has been and probably there 


never will be. e 
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black plus 2 ‘black (4° and 24°’) 


COMMANDO 
T-SHIRT 


ulation G! Dog Tags — 
stainless steel tags and 
2 stainless chains (4° and 24°) 
Want us to print them? WE'LL 
PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 
16 spaces per line. 
. only $1.00 per tag 


ALL ORDERS SHIPPED 
~ WITHIN 24 HOURS 


SHIPPING COSTS — 
please include with all orders 
Any amount of insignia and 
deg tags count as one item. 


Send for 
Free Sportswear Brochure 
with alt our new designs 


2 color silkscreens (never a rub- 
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SOF’s Executive Editor Bob Poos was 
recently regaling us with his adventures as 
an AP correspondent in Vietnam, We’ve 
decided to share some of them with you. 
Here, as he tells it, was his introduction to 
the Saigon Bureau: 


NE of the most wondrous scenes ever 

beheld on this earth was the Saigon 
Associated Press Bureau during the Viet- 
nam War. | shall never forget the first 
time | set eyes on it that hot, steamy day in 
July 1965. 

The office, formerly the German Em- 
bassy during French colonial days, was on 
the fourth floor of the Eden building 
(which bore absolutely no resemblance to 
the garden of the same name) and just 
across Nguyen Hue (Street of Flowers) 
from MAC-V (Military Assistance Com- 
mand — Vietnam), also known as The 
Pentagon East. Getting to the office was 
via an ancient self-operated French 
elevator which usually got stuck between 
floors. My first trip on it, however, was 
uneventful and | got from first to fourth 
floor with no problem. 

In keeping with its past as an embassy, 
the office had a huge pair of solid 
mahogany doors and mahogany desks 
and woodwork. 

Carrying my B-4 bag, I entered the of- 
fice and saw this: 

There was an aging rattan couch in the 
reception area, and upon it sprawled a 
young American woman whose acquain- 
tance with soap and water was obviously 
limited. Her legs spread wide, literally the 
first thing that caught my attention was 
that she wore no panties. It later 
developed that she was an agent for the 
Buddhist movement and played an active 
role as a spy during the 1966 Buddhist 
uprising. She played around at doing 
work with orphans and hence we called 
her ‘Orphan Annie.’? When I first saw 
her, she was out cold from smoking pot. 

The next thing I noticed was a young 
man clad in filthy, blood-stained jungle 
fatigues, sprawled out on a desk, arms 
outstretched, surrounded by about a 
dozen bottles of Ba Me Ba (Beer 33 Ex- 
port) and with a little puddle of bile at the 
corner of his mouth, through which he 
was snoring loudly. No one paid any at- 
tention to him. 

Peter Arnett, later to win a well- 


deserved Pulitzer Prize for his war cover- 
age, sat at a desk, talking loudly to him- 
self (a habit he had) and pounding furi- 
ously on a typewriter. 

As I stood, a little bemused, a hand- 
some young man clad in a Vietnamese 
marine tiger suit, carrying a .38 revolver 
and festooned with what seemed to be a 
dozen cameras, burst out of the photo 
shop, mumbling something like ‘‘Big 
operation going on in the Boi Loi woods. 
Gotta get there.”’ 

This turned out to be Rick Merron who, 
before the war got serious, was an English 
instructor at the University of Tokyo. 
Merron decided upon his own to become a 
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After all, you never know when another Noble Cause may 

come loping around the next corner. O CHARGE IT! 


m@ Master Charge @ BankAmericar Visa 


cLovertear Books = faa TET TTT TT TTT TTT LI 


Master Charge 
P.O. Box 3168 Dept. 7Z Expiration Date _________ Bank No. eee 


Signature (required if using credit card) 


Englewood, CO 80155 
(303) 690-4811 
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TECH SEC* 


MICRO TAPE RECORDER 


Ultra-small, 4.75" x 2.125" x .625", yet capable of three hour-per-side 
recording time. Exceptional fidelity. Best for its size. Very simple to 
operate. Record volume is automatically level controlled. Will pick-up a 
whisper. Excellent choice for conversations, interviews, conferences, or 
notes. Supplied with playback headphone, tape, and batteries. Available 
with self-contained VOX. 7 


PORTABLE TELEPHONE SCRAMBLER 


This handy speech frequency inverter has been designed to use with 
all types of telephones. It will allow private communications between a pair 
or more of users. No wiring, nothing to plug in. Powered by simple 9VDC 
battery. Portable, take it anywhere, 11” x 3.5" x 4.5". Twenty-five separate 
codes are switch-selectable for added security. 


TRANSMITTOR/RECORDER DETECTOR 


Compact and lightweight. A full range of detectors are available to 
alert the presence of concealed radio transmittors or tape recorders, 
Pictured, the POCKET XMTR/RECORDER DETECTOR. Smaller thana 
cigarette pack. This detector offers exceptional sensitivity and features a 
vibrator type silent alert. Rechargeable battery, discrete antenna probe 
and comprehensive instructions supplied. 


MARK II VOICE ANALYZER 


The Mark II Voice Stress Analyzer electronically processes speech 
from any source: live, recorded or telephoned. The voice is electronically 
analyzed, and a numerical value, representing the emotional stress level, 
is instantaneously displayed and/or recorded on a paper graph. The 
Mark I! features a real-time conversation analyzer, helpful when 
Processing interviews and negotiations. 110/220VAC, 50/60HZ. 


SPECTRUM ANALYZER 


When threat of bugging must be neutralized, and when the enemy 
possesses a certain sophistication, a portable spectrum analyzer is most 
useful. With a frequency range of .4-1000MHZ, and AM/FM demodulator- 
audio amplifier, you can identify, even locate the source of, RF trans- 
missions present. Supplied in a rugged carrying case, with antenna, 
rechargeable battery and comprehensive instructions. 


WATER-JEL FIRE BLANKET 


The most effective fire protection device ever devised. Fire escape, 
fire entry, extinguishing, proximity, and pre-medical first aid burn 
treatment. Not the run-of-the-mill fire blanket. Will withstand tilame and 
temperatures in excess of 2700F. F.D.A. accepted. Being adopted world- 
wide. Available in two sizes: large, with 5’ x 8’ blanket; or small, with 2.5’ x 3’ 
blanket. Easy to store and deploy. Water Jel provides multi-purpose, 
fire life-safety functions. 


SCIENCE OF ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 
This book is a complete state-of-the-art review 
of all known audio surveillance techniques. 


METAL DETECTOR 
Portable, sensitive, in use around the world. 
All-purpose, handheld. Ideal for body searches. 


HAND SHOCKER 
Excellent for personal defense, this pocket- 
sized unit produces a non-lethal shock 


REARSCOPE 
Top quality eyeglasses, with concealed, adjust: 
able mirrors, permit you to see behind yourself, 


*A complete catalog of TECHNICAL SECURITY hardware is available for ten dollars per copy, 


refundable with future purchase. 
_a. 
; mai hj = = Most iterns shipped from stock 


LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 
88 HOLMES STREET © BOX 128 © BELLEVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07109 PHONE 201/751-0001 © TLX 642073 © LEABLVL © CABLE LEA 


Dealer inquiries invited 
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war photographer, so he bought a cheap 
Pentax camera and in order to get to 
Saigon shipped out as a deckhand on a 
Japanese freighter. Never thereafter 
would he eat either rice or fish. However, 
he developed into a fine cameraman. 

In the photo room itself stood Horst 
Faas (also to win a Pulitzer), the chief 
photographer. An unreconstructed Ger- 
man nationalist and former member of 
the Hitler Youth, he wore a WWII Nazi 
helmet around the office, just as he did in 
the field. 

Henri Huett, who also won a number of 
journalistic prizes, was examining 35mm 
film with a loupe. Huett was to become 
one of the best friends I have ever had in 
my life — we got shot at a lot together — 
and he died in a helicopter crash in Laos. 

(Of the 12 Westerners in the bureau 
when I arrived, || of us were to be killed 
or wounded in the next 18 months. Only 
Peter Arnett escaped, and that was some- 
thing of a miracle because he went out to 
the boondocks as much or more than the 
rest of us.) 

Ed White, the unflappable chief corres- 
pondent, sat quietly at his desk. (The only 
time I ever saw him excited was when he 
asked me if | had ‘“‘the envelope.’’ The AP 
had given me an envelope crammed with 
several thousands of U.S. dollars 
[‘‘green’’] to finance the Bureau’s opera- 
tion. I jokingly said, ‘‘Naw, | lost that en- 
velope in Hong Kong.’’ Seeing his sudden 
look of distress, I quickly produced ‘it and 
handed it over.) 

There were several other people in the 
offices, too, mostly troops from Army 
and Marine units and. one guy in a loud, 
Hawaiian type sportshirt with ‘‘Death 
Before Dishonor’’ tattoed on one brawny 
forearm and ‘‘82nd Airborne’’ on the 
other. I concluded, correctly, that he was 
working for the CIA. 

All inhabitants of the offices seemed to 
be drinking Ba Me Ba as if the supply 
would run out at any moment. 

As Ed White interviewed me while 
looking at my AP records, he remarked: 
“‘I see you were in the Marine Corps in- 
fantry. Do you like that sort of thing?’ 

I replied: ‘‘Well, I don’t know if I like it 
or not, but I’m pretty good at it.’’ 

Said White: ‘‘Good. That’s what you’ll 
be doing. Covering the infantry. We need 
guys to do that.’’ 

One week later I was stumbling around 
in the bush of War Zone C with the 173rd 
Airborne and that became my occupation 
for the next two years from the Mekong 
Delta to the DMZ. I was wounded twice in 
the process. 

I soon became absorbed in the Alice-in- 
Wonderland atmosphere of the AP opera- 
tion in Saigon, becoming just about as 
much of a character as the rest of them. 

However, | never wore a Nazi helmet. 
Got mine from the First Cav. 


R 
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NOW IT CAN BE TOLD! 


Sh 
S 


If you are too squeamish to read 
this ad, STOP here! !f you are look- 
ing for a proven INSTANT SELF-DE- 
FENSE system, READ ON! What you 
are about to read is ACTUAL... 
REAL...PROVEN and GUARAN- 
TEED ABILITY TO “DESTROY” your 
aggressor... BEFORE HE “DESTROYS” 
You! 

Who knows the human anatomy 
better than your doctor? 

Ask any doctor to ascertain that 
which we ore about to tell you and 
he will agree... the “NINJA SYS- 
TEM OF DEFENSE” is the answer. 

WHY? The human body is the 
greatest gift ony person on this 
earth has been bequeathed by the 
Divine Power. However, it is what 
living experiences do to this gift 
which enables the average human 
being to live a full life. 

In the Ninja System of Self-De- 
fense we guarantee... yes. . 


We expect a lot of back lash from our readers... 
especially the squeamish ones. However, if this 


Ask yourself: 

ARE YOU RUGGED ENOUGH MENTALLY? 
DO YOU LIVE IN OR NEAR A 

DEPRESSED AREA? 

DO YOU WORK IN OR NEAR A 
LIFE-THREATENING SITUATION? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN MUGGED? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN RAPED OR 


NEAR RAPED? 


DO YOU FEAR FOR YOUR LIFE? 
THE SMALL MONIES YOU WILL INVEST will bring 


you a life FREE of tension ONCE YOU HAVE 
LEARNED THE SYSTEM! 


WE HAVE SENT OUT OVER 40,000 Courses! We 
have had only three returns. ALL FROM PARENTS OF 
CHILDREN WHO SIGNED THE PLEDGE FALSELY! 


iF YOU DO NOT AGREE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED 


MORE THAN YOUR MONEY’S WORTH... YOUR 
PURCHASE PRICE WILL BE CHEERFULLY REFUNDED!!! 


We warn you. The knowledge is “hair-raising’’. Out 
of thirty years of involvement in Judo, Ju-Jitsu 

and Chinese Karate . . . comes this system. 

COURSE INCLUDES PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED BOOK 
DIAMOND TIP SURGICAL STEEL NINJA “WEAPON” 
VITAL CHART OF ANATOMY WITH 

NINJA STRIKE POINTS 

UP TO DATE CATALOG OF CLASSICAL 

MARTIAL ARTS BOOKS AT 20 TO 60% OFF RETAIL 


WE GUARANTEE YOUR MONEY WILL 
BE WISELY SPENT 


@ you will learn gross anatomy 

@ you will learn about the skeletal system 
@ you will learn about the muscular system 
@ you will leorn about the nervous system 


@ you will learn about the respiratory system 


new knowledge will help to save one life! .. . 
WE WILL BE PLEASED! 
PLUS FREE MANUAL ON "DIM MAK” 


POISON HAND DEATH TOUCH TECHNIQUE!!! 


WIPE OUT A MUGGER—MAIL COUPON TODAY! 


BUTOKUKAI 


53 WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10023 
Retail Hours 9-5, Monday thru Saturday. All Welcome 
Rush NINJA INSTANT SELF DEFENSE COURSE and 
NINJA EQUALIZER for only FIVE DOLLARS 


Add $1.00 postage and handling. 
Now includes DEATH TOUCH MANUAL and extra NINJA 
! am over 18 years of age. | promise to accept 


(} the responsibility of this new knowledge. 
Foreign Countries: add 50% for postage . Drait payable in U.S. funds. 
N.Y. residents add 8% sales tax. M.O.[_) Check{_] Cash} 


Name (Print) 


Address 


City 
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4 O)Ninja Vol. | Stephen Hayes (Ohara) ..... $ 6.95 $ 5.60 

CiNinja Vol. I Stephen Hayes (Ohara)... . . $ 6.95 $ 5.60 
” Secrets of the Mia Wess Kim... $16.95 $13.60 

inja Assassin—Adams (Ohara) ........ $ 6.95 $ 5.60 
Ow (OShiruken Course with Shiruken Star—Free . 
oO | Oim Mak 
Chinese Praying Mantis Vol. | Chao 


(¢p) Chinese to English | 
—_ I DTegner's Classic_Nerve Centers & 
essure Points 3 | 
2 io. se! "hos Oeath Touch—Chinese $ 4.95 § 3.95 
ROSENGTESI Bits 3 ciee w cisiareie eels ve ; . 
—= EC sane Monkey Style KungFu—Leo Fong .. $ 6.00 $ 4.80 j 
<= Northern Style KungFu—Leo Fong $ 6.00 $ 4.80 
p> [Bier Palm Training—Leo Fong..... .... $ 6.00 $ 4.80 
rr eae Paim (100 Days) Chao | 
PLIS2);... ~ peed BI CaN as oi0-0 whi $ 6.00 $ 4.80 
p> J] entiopine Stick Sire aaa him atic ia'= $ 6.95 $ 5.60 
DArnis Figure & System Stick Fighting... $ 6.00 $ 4.80 
a Olan Lang Praying Mantis Style— 
PUIEOOO ee rieerie. 2 eis sms o> $ 5.60 
Owhite ane Kung Fu Vol.1..... $ 4.80 i 
Tao of Jeet Kune Do (Soft Cover} 
w Brue Lee-Uyehara .......-+-----.+ $ 9.60 ] 
O OoBruce Lee Methods—Ciassic— 
Hard Cover (Ohara) ................ $29.95 $25.00 
DBruce Lee—Self Defense Vol | (Ohara) .. $ 6.50 $ 5.20 j 
x (JBruce Lee—Basic Training Vo). iI (Ohara) $ 6.50 $ 5.20 
C)8ruce Lee—Skill in Techniques {11 (Ohara) $ 6.50 $ 5.20 
me <7 neste Techniques = 
1) Re Oe aD 82 ee tre $5. 
* ] me — Fighting—Michael Echanis J 
ara -.$ 6.95 $ 5.60 
= OCombat Kn J 
= ] Michael Echanis—(Ohara)........... $ 4.80 
f= | (Jiraining & Fighting Skills— 
Benny Urquidez................... $ 9.00 
p> eu Wallace Stretching & Kicking... ... $ 9.00 
Filipino Martial Arts—Don Insanto.... .. $ 8.00 
a] C)Dynamic aoe psi i ee $ 4.80 
< Bcisteotn tena Fist KungFu— a ] 
fang Jwng-Ming............-.-.-.- 00 
ies) pois Munitions Vol. |, 
‘e) Improvised Weapons for CIA... . $ 7.95 
Oitmprovised Munitions Vol. II, 
(@) j Improvised Weapons for CIA......... $ 7.95 | 
on COUSME Sniping—US Marine Corps Bible $ 4.75 
(Clthe Coll .@5.Pistel................ $ 3.95 
w Bacar of Harassment . i 
BIDRTMOT EP Wik re nse res can cane $ 4.75 
* (ARanger Training Tactics............... $ 3.95 
T1 2 Codeal the First Deadly Blow— i 


Hand to Hand Combat ........... 
© Dielescoping wightstick --.-.-2. 2.52. 
= Foe Guide to Lock Picking— 


- $12.95 $10.95 
- $22.95 $15.95 


FOU WIE se Sesisccrnine, « -.--.$ 7.95 $ 6.40 


(How to Open Handcuffs Without Kevs.... $ 4.95 
F~ gDimstructor's Special Forces Ouik 
Demolition Training........-....-.6 $ 6.95 $ 7.15 
> OGuerilla Wartare FM 31-21............ $ 7.95 $ 6.40 
[Birvisinte Weapons—Jenks & Brown ..... $6.95 $ 5.60 
© UG otice Guide To Lock Picking ....... ..$ 4.95 $ 3.96 
= pitHow To Fit “4p By Impressioning ...... $ 4.95 $ 3.96 
4 [Grow To Open Locks 
op) Without Keys or Picks ...,.......,.. $ 5.00 $ 4.00 
OCIA Field Expedient Incendiary Manual .. $ 8.95 $ 7.15 
in 0) DOCIA Improvised Sabotage Devices....... $ 8.95 $ 7.15 
(Make Your Own Professional Locks & 
Tools—Eddie Wire... .2........055 $ 6.50 $ 5.20 
Shotgun In Combat... ....... 2.2.22. $5.95 $ 4.80 
LiFirearm Silencers ..........,........ $ 7.95 $ 6.40 
CBugs & Electronic Surveillance......... $ 4.95 $ 3.95 
OiPoor Man James bond—Kurt Saxon... $11.00 $ 9.00 
CBtoody Iron, Knife Fighting “Girty Tricks” 
Wit Ul Saetibe ont chee aaros GREE Aes $12.95 $ 7.20 
| BUTOKUKAI 


53 WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10023 i 
Retail Hours9-5 AliWelcome Telephone (212) 595-8586 
Postage: $1.00 first book. 35¢ each additional book. 
Foreign Countries: Add 50% for postage. Oraft payable in 
US funds. NY residents add 8% sales tax. 
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ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTER 


by John 
Metzger 


Be aiden FLARE GUN . 

An entire flare-gun kit that weighs on- 
ly three ounces? ‘‘There’s nothing like it 
on the market today,’’ says Marv 
Rubinek of the 7&M Survival Com- 
pany. 

The T&M Emergency Signal Flare Kit 
will make an excellent addition to any 
SOFer’s kit. Three ounces is a small 
burden to carry — and will seem like 
nothing if one is suddenly caught be- 
tween a rock and a hard place. And look 
at the picture. Yes, that’s a penny for 
size comparison. 

The gun is nickel-plated brass, and is 
currently the smallest revolver made, 
weighing in at one ounce. It has a 


capacity for five 1.95mm pinfire igniter 
cartridges. When fired, the flare will as- 
cend 65 to 70 feet. Also included in the 
kit are one flare cup, 10 9mm _ phos- 
phorescent flares (red, yellow and 
white), one reserve cartridge cylinder 
and 36 1.95mm pinfire igniter cartridges. 
Replacement cartridges and flares are 
available from T&M. 

This highly effective, lightweight sur- 
vival device retails for $38. It’s a great 
little gadget to have in your car, pack or 
girlfriend’s purse, and is exempt from 
U.S. Federal Firearms Regulations. For 
more information, contact the 7&M 
Survival Company, Dept. SOF, 1402 


Laurel Ave., Hollywood, CA 90046. 
Phone: (213) 656-1786. 


prin FE Bon 


Auto Ordnance Corp., manufacturer 
of the venerable Thompson submachine 
gun, introduces its production of the 
Government Model 1911A1 .45 ACP 
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automatic pistol. This model is made to 
the same specifications as the standard 
military model and all parts are com- 
pletely interchangeable with all other 
Government 1911 pistols. The gun is 82 
inches long with a five-inch barrel and a 


route GUARANTEED ... 

Here’s a helluva deal: Federal Ord- 
nance Inc. is now offering a 100-year 
guarantee on its Model 1911 .45-cal. 
hammered barrels. 1f the original owner 
can shoot out one of these barrels, the 
company will replace it free. Sound like 
a dare? Give it a try; Federal Ordnance is 
— quite obviously — very confident 
about its new barrels. 

These hammer-forged barrels are con- 
structed of blued steel, completely fin- 
ished and ready for installation. They 
are available in 4%-inch, 5-inch, 6-inch 
and 7-inch lengths. For the SOFer who 
busts a lot of caps, this new product may 
be a good, long-term investment. 

Fed Ord has recently expanded, re- 
modeled and rebuilt its facilities to kick 
off a major sales campaign dedicated to 
improved customer service. ‘‘About the 
only thing that isn’t new around here,”’ 
says ‘‘Bad Bob”’ Brenner, president, ‘‘is 
the old Fed Ord quality.” 

For more information on the com- 
plete line of the company’s .45 parts and 
accessories, contact Federal Ordnance 
Inc., Dept. SOF, 1443 Potrero Ave., 
P.O. Box 6050, South El Monte, CA 
91733. Phone: (213) 350-4161. 


magazine capacity of seven rounds. 
Constructed of 4140 steel, the weapon 
weighs 39 ounces. The frame and slide 
are finished in a deep blue and each 
radius features a non-glare finish. 

We haven’t had the chance to test this 
new pistol, but experienced gunsmiths 
and weapons experts have. Various test 
firings have shown that the accuracy of 
the Auto Ordnance .45 is significantly 
better than the average M1911 due to ex- 
cellent fitting between barrel bushing 
and barrel, and a tighter fit between 
frame and slide. Other pluses for accur- 
acy come from the manufacture of the 
frames and slides in sets rather than at 
random and the use of Numrich barrels. 

Retail price in December 198] was 
$325, but this figure may vary around 
the country. For prices in your area, 
contact your local dealer. For more in- 
formation on this new .45, contact Auto 
Ordnance Corp., Dept. SOF, Williams 
Lane, West Hurley, NY 12491. Phone: 


(914) 679-7229. 4 
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YOUR WEAPON DESERVES OUR CASE 


“BEWARE 
OF IMITATIONS!”” 


#ARC—ASSAULT RIFLE CASE. Individual magazine 
pouches, and accessory compartments to hold handgun, 
scope, bipod, etc. Available for al! Assault rifles including 

coliapsable stock models. Specify weapon. _ $60.00 


ALL ASSAULT SYSTEMS CASES INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING QUALITY FEATURES: 

Constructed of 11 oz. cordura nylon that is super K-Kote waterproofed, one inch thick foam padding completely surrounds weapon, nylon thread used 
throughout and double stitched at all seams, military spec, welded black D rings and hardware, nylon YKK zipper, 2-inch nylon web carrying handle and 
detachable, adjustable, padded shoulder strap. All compartments utilize velcro closures Unconditionally guaranteed. Available in Black or Viet Nam Leaf 


Camouflage. Specify weapon. 


#SMGC 

SUBMACHINE GUN CASE. 

Fits UZI, Ingram Mac 10 + 114 Extra 
compartments for six magazines, 
handgun, ioader, etc. $60.00 


CONCEALABLE 
SHOULDERHOLSTER 


Made of ballistic nylon, ultra 

lightweight, extemely com- 

fortable, unique design fits 

any gun, adjustable velcro 

on strap for securing weapon. 

Elastic back strap allows for free movement of right arm. 
Black only. specify weapon and left or right hand. $40.00 


#SWC SPECIAL WEAPONS CASE. Available in three 

lengths 33"', 40’ and 48" to fit all weapons. Excellent cases for riot 

shotguns, scoped rifles or anything else Extra compartments for handgun, ammo, 
knives and accessories Specify weapon $60.00 


SHOULDERHOLSTER 


A ballistic nylon milttary 

holster that can be worn 

conceaies or military style. - 

Adjustable velcro strap to BELT HOLSTER ASSEMBLY, Consists of a nylon 
secure weapon, conforms 2-inch web belt with Fastek quick release buckle, 
to the shape of your body, ballistic nylon belt holster and double magazine 
nylon breathes, will not pouch with velcro flaps. Black only. For all .45 or Imm 
mildew, washable Black auto's. $60.00 
only. Available for auto's Holster Individually Specify L or R $35.00 
and med frame revolvers. | Web Belt Individually $16.75 


ANKLE HOLSTER. A 
super concealable 
smail arms_ holster, 
ultra light, padded, 
with quick release 
velcro strap, made of 
nyton, does not allow 
sweat buildup. Avail- 
able for revoivers or 
smal! auto's. Black 
only, specify weapon, 

$30.00 


PISTOL CASES. Cordura nylon, foam 
padded. with wrap-around nylon handies. 
full opening, lockable. Black only 3 sizes 
available. P10B 10-inch $10.50, P12B 
12-inch $11 50, P14B 14-inch $12.00. 


4 > 
a 

PRO GEAR BAG. 27L x 15H x 16W. One 

of our largest gear bags, one main com- 


partment, and outside zippered pocket, 
with shoulder strap. Black or camo. $70.00 


INTERNATIONAL GEAR BAG. 30L x 12H | 
x 13W. Our top of the line model loaded 


with features, dual inside zippered pockets 
and divider fiap, 4 exterior pockets, with 
shoulder strap. Blackorcamo. $129.95 


} camo. 


Specify weapon, left or Magazine Pouch Individually Specify .45 or 9 mm 
right hand $35.00 $10.00 


FLIGHT BAG. 
14L x 11H x SW. 
Our best selling 
gear bag, ideal carry-on airline size, one 
main compartment with one outside zip- 
pered pouch, with shoulder strap. Black or 
$45.00 | camo. 
— —+- 


MEDIUM GEAR BAG. 22L x 10H x 12W.A 
perfect sized utility bag, one. main com- 
partment with an inside zippered pouch for 
small items, with shoulder strap. Black or 
$45.00 


ESCORT BAG. 
11Lx 9Hx6W.A 
small shoulder 
bag with padded 
bottom and watis, 
one outside zip- 
pered pocket, i- 
deal for cameras, 
, with shoulder 
strap. Black or 
camo. $41.50 


a 
DIPLOMAT BAG. 17L x 10H x SW A 
larger version of our padded bags, loaded 
with features, dual outside flap compart- 
ments and one envelope compartment, 
fully padded, with shoulder strap, Black or 
camo. $65.00 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


Also available from Assault Systems — Black nylon baseball hat with A/S Logo, $6.95 — Nylon Tri-fold wallet with A/S Logo, black or 
camouflage. $7.95 — Garment Bag, matches other A/S Gear Bags, 3-suit size, black or camouflage, $66.75 — Security Pouch, similiar 
te our Ankle Holster shown above, but carries money, credit cards or valuables, black only, $24.50. 


Master Card, Visa, or C.O.D. (minimum C.O.D. 


$25.00) Personal checks held 3 weeks Add $3.00 per 
order for postage. Canada and Hawaii add $5.00 for 
postage. Send $1.00 for compiete Assault Systems 
Catalog, free with order. Dealer inquiries invited. Send 
FFL or business letterhead. 


ASSAUL 
SYSTEMS 
826 HORAN DRIVE 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63026 


> a 


TOLL FREE 


ASSAULT SYSTEMS IS A SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL. INC, 
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ORDER LINE 1-800-325-3049 
MISSOURI RESIDENTS 1-314-343-3575 


ae 


#EPS (Executive Pen Set) contains one ordinary ball- 
point pen along with a discreetly packaged personat 
defense weapon consisting of a three sided razor sharp 
blade housed in an ordinary ballpoint pen with quick 
release cap Weapon is clearly marked on top of cap for 
users eyes only. For those people where backup protec- 
tion Is necessary. $35.00 
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EDITORIAL: 


ALTERNATIVE TO 
THE DRAFT 


by Alexander M.S. McColl 


NDER the present system of all-volunteer en- 
listments, the armed forces are not attracting 
sufficient initial enlistments, nor are they retaining 
enough of their qualified career NCOs, officers 
and technicians. 

To a great many people the only solution to this 
is to go back to the draft. This conclusion is often 
supported with the assertion that it is the duty of 
every young man to serve a tour of duty in the 
armed forces of his country. 

But these are two different things, and generate 
confusion. A _universal-military-service law that 
took everyone except physical and mental cripples 
and conscientious objectors would bring in some- 
what over two million young men each year. If the 
term of service were two years, this would allow 
reasonably efficient use of the draftee after he had 
been trained, but the total active-duty manpower 
of the armed forces would be about five million. At 
this level of manpower you would either have to 
have a spectacular increase in defense spending, 
beyond the scope of political and economic reali- 
ties, or content yourself with a force that was pri- 
marily walking infantry, with very limited me- 
chanized, air, naval and strategic nuclear capabil- 
ities; this is obviously not the kind of force that is 
needed to meet strategic commitments around the 
world. On the other hand, if the term of service 
were tailored down, say, to 13 months, so that the 
number of people on hand conforms to the size of 
force that can be effectively equipped, there are 
gross inefficiencies: Half the force is a training base 
(for it still takes about five months to train a 
recruit), and the other half consists of half-trained 
units where no one is around long enough to get ac- 
quainted. Universal service is not the answer. 

Selective service, where only a fraction of the 
young men each year who come of military age are 
taken, has the great, bottom-line injustice that the 
burden falls on some and not on others, however 
the selection process may function. Have we so 
soon forgotten all the hassles and hard feelings 
during the last draft, or the permanently anti- 
military, anti-patriotic mentality that it created in 
colleges and universities? For every objector who 
at least had the moral courage to make a formal 
issue of the matter by going to Canada or Sweden, 
how many found a perfectly legal draft shelter in a 
seminary or a graduate school or the National 
Guard? The smaller the percentage taken, the 
worse the injustice. So this is a remedy of last re- 
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sort, and the Reagan administration is commend- 
ably reluctant to apply it. 

But what can be done to improve the voluntary 
recruiting effort? 

First, we should make it easier for foreigners to 
enlist. We are, after all, in the contest not only to 
protect our own specific national interests, but also 
as the ultimate defender of the heritage of western 
civilization. Enlisting foreigners is not the same as 
hiring mercenaries. This might take several forms: 
A U.S. copy of the French Foreign Legion, some- 
thing in the order of a U.S.-unilateral MIKE- 
Force, or simple enlistment for general service. All 
three of these solutions can and probably should be 
pursued simultaneously. 

Second, instead of offering young men a scho- 
larship worth several thousand dollars on comple- 
tion of three years, which constitutes paying them 
not to re-enlist, as has been proposed, try this: A 
law to the effect that anyone who satisfactorily 
completes three years active duty gets a 15 percent 
credit against his income tax for the rest of his life; 
for every year of active duty, or every two years of 
active reserve-component duty thereafter, the 
credit goes up another 5 percent to a maximum of, 
say, 80 percent. This would attract the eager young 
hot-shots who think they’re going to be mil- 
lionaires by the time they’re 30 — a class of folk 
for whom all sorts of useful work can be found in 
the armed forces. 

Third, we hear a lot about the idealism of youth, 
communications gaps and so on. How long has it 
been since a President of the United States taped a 
recruiting pitch? What needs to be said is that the 
future of this country, and the Free World general- 
ly, belongs to the young people, for no more com- 
plicated reason than that they will be around when 
the rest of us are gone and that if that future is go- 
ing to be worth having, and is not going to resem- 
ble what has happened in Poland, it will have to be 
defended. 

Willingness to serve after the country is attacked 
isn’t good enough; it takes a full year to train an in- 
fantry division, and by then it may be too late. For 
very practical reasons, it is therefore simply a duty 
of each young man to embrace the Great American 
Adventure and serve an enlistment in the armed 
forces. The not very great hardships and inconven- 
iences are part of the price of citizenship and of 
having a future worth looking forward to — to say 
nothing of individual pride and a clear conscience. 

If this line of thinking only got to an additional 
10 percent of the 2,000,000 or so young men who 
come of military age each year — and President 
Reagan is a very persuasive speaker — our recruit- 
ing problems would be solved. 

Certainly these ideas are worth a try before we 
go back to the hassles and hard feelings, unhappy 
compulsions and basic unjustices of the draft as it 
existed 10 years ago. R 
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RT 1: In early 1942, the U.S. 
War Department accepted 
Aaron Bank as a recruit for the 
newly-formed Office of Strategic 
Services (OSS). Bank was a natural. 
During the ’30s, he had toured 
Hitler’s Germany and_ reported 
military and other useful infor- 
mation to Washington. After a year 
of training in small-unit tactics, 
sabotage and ambush techniques, 
Bank was shipped to England for 
more intensive preparation for ac- 
tual European operations. 
In the English countryside, Bank 
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and his fellow Americans honed 
their deadly skills at a secret Spe- 
cial Operations Executive (SOE) 
training site. They had to be the best 
since their assigned mission, code- 
named Operation Jedburg, was to 
“set France aflame” before the Al- 
lied invasion. The plan called for 
three-man teams to be parachuted 
into occupied France at prearranged 
points where they would rendezvous 
with members of the French resist- 
ance. Each team would then at- 
tempt to organize hundreds of parti- 
sans. If Operation Jedburg suc- 


JULY/82 


ceeded, it would wreak havoc in the 
German rear areas, disrupting sup- 
ply, communications and the move- 
ment of reinforcements to the Allied 
invasion front. 

In March 1944, some 20 OSS 
teams, including Bank’s, were se- 
lected to support the invasion of 
southern France that was to follow 
the: Normandy landings. The teams 
were shipped to Algiers for final 
training before jumping into France. 
The go signal for Bank’s team came 
during the first week of June, only 
days before the invasion of Norman- 


10th SF unit prepares to ambush convoy during winter 
training near Bad Tolz. Trooper wearing white anorak 
carries .30 cal. M2 carbine popular in WWII forest battles. 
LEFT: Aaron Bank’s OSS training proved useful when he 
helped organize Special Forces in 1952. Night exercises in 
West German countryside prepared 10th SF troopers to 
parachute behind enemy lines. Photos: Ralph Crane, Life 
Magazine © 1956 Time Inc. 


dy but nearly 10 weeks before the 
Allied invasion force would land on 
the French Riviera. 

Bank, a French army captain, who 
would serve as liaison officer, and a 
French lieutenant-radio officer drop- 
ped from the belly of an RAF Lib- 
erator shortly after midnight, land- 
ing on a rocky plateau, 5,000 feet up 
in the rugged Massif Central over- 
looking the Rhone Valley 100 miles 
north of Marseille. They were met by 
local partisans and moved by truck 
to a safe house near the team’s first 
base camp. The three men were 
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awakened from a restless sleep by a 
member of the resistance who warn- 
ed them that the Germans were at 
the edge of the village. The team es- 
caped out a rear window and raced 
up a nearby mountain. They learned 
a valuable lesson: Trust no one and 
never stay in the same place twice. 

Bank and his two French officers 
moved from one partisan group to 
another, conducting training 
courses and calling in arms drops. 
The team set up a sabotage net 
which eventually stretched to 
Marseille, an intelligence network 
and an “underground railroad” 
which passed downed Allied fliers 
to the Spanish border. By mid-July, 
they had built the foundations of a 
formidable guerrilla force. Bank’s 
partisans turned to sabotage, blow- 
ing up strategic elements of the 
electric network, railroad lines, 
bridges and even some port facil- 
ities in Marseille itself. The par- 
tisans ambushed German convoys 
and patrols. 

On 15 August, radio code in- 

dicated that Operation Anvil, the in- 
vasion of southern France, was 
about to begin. The Jedburg teams 
received new orders. They and their 
partisans were to bottle up the 
retreating Germans along the Rhone 
in a line that would be vulnerable to 
steady pounding from the air. The 
choke point for the Germans was 
Ales, a small city in the center of a 
road net that linked the Rhone 
Valley and the southeastern edge of 
the Massif Central. Here Bank 
gathered his resistance fighters, 
now some 3,000 strong. 
- For three days Bank’s partisans 
turned individual German units 
back toward the Rhone in a series of 
fire fights. By the end of the month, 
Free French armored units entered 
Ales and U.S. troops were 75 miles 
north of Marseille. Aaron Bank’s war 
in southern France was just about 
over. He was ordered to London and 
was soon involved in perhaps the 
most daring plot ever conceived by 
the OSS: Operation Iron Cross. 

Tron Cross called for the recruit- 
ment and training of a bogus com- 
pany of German mountain infantry 
from anti-Nazi POWs in France. The 
unit was to be parachuted into 
Austria’s Inn Valley. Here it would 
maintain its Wehrmacht disquise 
while conducting sabotage and 
guerrilla warfare. Bank readily ac- 
cepted command of the unit. 

Within a week 175 Germans were 
signed up. Specialized training in 
sabotage, demolitions, ambush and 
psychological warfare soon began, 
as well as realistic combat and jump 
training. By April, Bank’s force 
numbered 100 hardened volunteers. 
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10th SF troopers set. rabbit Snare d 

maneuvers near Bad Tolz, West G 
ie Ralph Crane, ES Magazine © 19. 
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AARON BANK TODAY 


If there is such a thing as a model 
Special Forces retiree, Aaron Bank 
might be said to have set the mold. At 
the age of 79, he is still fit. trim and ac- 
tively promoting the concept of un- 
conventional warfare. 

Col. Bank works full-time as chief of 
security for the Capistrano Bay 
District, a private beach community 
not far from his home in San Cle- 
mente, south of Los Angeles. 


@ 
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Col. Aaron Bank in 1957. Photo: U.S. 


Army 


He runs for one hour each after- 
noon over a cross-country course 
designed to keep him going uphill half 
the time. Then comes 30 minutes of 
isometric exercises. 

His spare time is occupied with 
writing and speaking on special war- 
fare topics. and on maintaining an ac- 
tive correspondence with fellow SF 
and OSS retirees. There are also oc- 
casional interviews with authors and 
journalists collecting information on 
OSS and Special Forces exploits. 

But Aaron Bank’s chief professional 
interest these days is nurturing a 
greater and wider appreciation of the 
Green Berets’ unique potential. 

“Remember.” he says. “that the 
Special Forces were originally or- 
ganized to conduct guerrilla warfare 
but have never had a chance to do it. 
In Vietnam. they were used in a 
counterinsurgency role and they per- 
formed brilliantly. but it wasn’t what 
they were created for. 

“Imagine the future that might await 
Special Forces when that seething vol- 
cano behind the Iron Curtain in East- 
ern Europe explodes. That's when the 
Special Forces are going to show the 
world ... they're going to organize 
guerrillas by the hundreds of 
thousands.” 

And why not? As Aaron Bank is 
fond of noting. the motto of the Green 
Berets is De Oppresso Liber — Free 
the Oppressed, — B.C. 
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THE GREEN BERET 


The distinctive green beret has long 
since come to symbolize the U.S. Ar- 
my’s elite Special Forces. Ironically. it 
took a Presidential directive to over- 
come the Pentagon’s traditional hide- 
bound resistance to any “European- 
style” headgear for the unconven- 
tional warfare forces. 

In 1953. Col. Bank recommended 
that a green or red beret be authorized 
for Special Forces. At the time, the 
French. Services Specieux were wear- 
ing green berets and the British 
Special Air Service sported claret- 
colored berets 

The: Army's chief of Psychological 
Warfare approved the request. but it 
was vetoed by his superiors. Not- 


withstanding their elite status. the . 


Special Forces were condemned to 
wear the Army’s standard fafigue and 
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service caps. By the late 1950s. some 
Special Forces troopers in Germany 
were wearing berets anyway. in viola- 
tion of regulations, 

When President John F. Kennedy 
visited Special Forces headquarters at 
Ft. Bragg and toured the unconven- 
tional-warfare school there in the early 
1960s, he was sufficiently impressed 
to order creation of additional Special 
Forces units He also had the sense to 
recognize that elite units ought to be 
accorded the privilege of wearing 
something that would set them apart 
from regular troops. 

Thus, the green beret was officially 
authorized for Special Forces and to- 
day. two decades later, it is synony- 
mous with soldiers who represent a 
standard of military excellence unsur 


passed anywhere in the world 
B.C. 


As Iron Cross’ training neared its 
end, the Allies were driving deeply 
into Germany. Allied intelligence 
picked up reports that top Nazi 
leaders might retreat into the 
Austrian Alps if Germany were over- 
run. The Inn Valley was a natural ap- 
proach route to this region, and OSS 
Commander Bill Donovan changed 
the unit’s mission: “Tell Bank that 
when he gets in there to get Hitler.” 

Bank frantically rewrote the train- 
ing schedule to include motorcade 
ambushes and penetration of de- 
fended compounds, Finally in late 
April, he was alerted for immediate 
departure. Bank and his advance 
team flew to Dijon to wait for an 
OSS flight to the drop zone. The rest 
of the company would follow in 
C-47s once the advance party 
landed and secured the DZs. For five 
days the team was told that bad 
weather ruled out any flights, and on 
the sixth the mission was scrubbed. 
OSS HQ had had second thoughts: 
Nearly all the German volunteers 
were dedicated communists and 
their insertion into the Reich could 
have embarrassing political conse- 
quences. Aaron Bank is still con- 
vinced that had Iron. Cross gone 
ahead, Hermann Goering would 
have been his prisoner. 


FTER the cancellation of Opera- 

tion Iron Cross, Aaron Bank took 
two weeks leave in Paris. By the time it 
was over, so was the war in Europe. 
Eager for a new challenge, he asked for 
a transfer to Asia or the Pacific and 
another chance to use his OSS skills. 
At that point — May 1945 — the. 
Japanese army was still occupying 
French Indochina. The OSS _ head- 
quarters at Kunming in southern China 
was training Vietnamese for partisan 
operations against the Japanese in 
Vietnam. The Kunming headquarters 
needed a training officer and Bank 
needed a job. 


Southeast Asia 
And The OSS 


He was to train the Vietnamese and 
then accompany them in a parachute 
drop into the mountains above the Red 
River valley in northern Vietnam. Op- 
erating from their mountain base, the 
Vietnamese under Bank’s command 
were to harass Japanese river traffic. 
Eventually they even raided a Japanese 
military headquarters northwest of 
Hanoi. 

Drilling the Vietnamese presented 
some difficulties. Bank spoke no Viet- 
namese, so every order had to be re- 


Continued on page 66 
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SPECTRE 


Air Force 
Angel of Death 


by Fred Reed 


IDNIGHT. Sucking oxygen at a 

classified altitude over the 
Nevada desert. Intercom shrieking 
whoopwhoopwhoop for mysterious rea- 
sons. Roar of four massive engines. 
Fourteen men jammed in $25 million of 
weird airplane — weirdest in the whole 
Air Force. 

We are aboard an AC-130 Spectre 
gunship, a cargo hauler become a metal 
vampire with incredible firepower. Soon 
we will be firing. 

I am standing on the fire-control deck 
. with freezing wind whipping down my 
neck, eyes straining in the eerie light, 
listening to 30 disembodied voices in the 
headphones. This crate is like a canful of 
ghosts. ‘‘Garblegarble,’’ the voices 
whisper, hollow and macabre. Other 
voices, maybe aboard Spectre and may- 
be out in the circling F-4s, reply, 
*‘Garblegarblegarble.”’ 

1 am looking over the shoulders of the 
navigator and fire control officer, both 
in nylon flight suits and camouflage 
helmets which make their craniums seem 
swollen by some hideous disease. They 
flip switches and adjust knobs, probing 
the dark, distant ground with delicate 
electronic beams. It seems a hell of a way 
to fight a war. 

My mind goes back to my days in ar- 
mor school with the Marines at Camp 
Pendleton. Compared to this electronic 
whizz-bang, a tank has the brutal sim- 
plicity of a knee in the groin — un- 
pleasant but not complicated. It doesn’t 
require banks of malevolent circuitry 
and the general atmosphere of a televi- 
sion starship. 

And in a tank you don’t fall three 
miles out of the sky in‘ a silly-ass 
parachute, fluttering from Vegas to East 
Jesus. If a fighter accidentally rams us, 
we may do just that. 

The target drifts reluctantly into the 
fire-control officer’s screen, moving 
inch by inch into the gunsights. The deck 
is cramped and dark except for glowing 
walls of instruments, a green flicker of 
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screens the Air Force won’t talk about, 
the pale orange glow of classified com- 
puter readouts, television screens for the 
night vision gear. And a fire-control 
computer that will shoot your fillings 
out at 10 miles. 

There is a flavor of madness to this 
ship. It looks like the set for a 
B-production of Last Days of the For- 
bidden Planet. 

This isn’t war, not the way most Gls 
fought it on the ground. ’Nam veterans 
know the proper way to fight a war. You 
find a lovely green swamp full of lovely 
green leeches and squat neck-deep in it 
for three hours, while Luke the Gook 
dings at you from the tree line. 

You amuse yourself by burrowing 
frantically into mud dikes, experiment- 
ing with breathing underwater, anything 
to keep from getting sniped. There’s 
none of this oxygen and cold wind, 
garblegarble stuff. The swamps are 
warm and pleasant with friendly bugs 
and maybe a bamboo viper swishing by. 
Great duty. 

The closest the ground pounders got 
to Spectre was Puff — Puff the Magic 
Dragon, also called Spooky, an early 
gunship made from a C-47. If you were 
lucky, Puff came droning across the tree 
line and its quivering red death ray 
erupted, miniguns at 12,000 rounds per 
minute. And, as jarheads liked to say, 
Luke would develop skin trouble: holes 
in it. Then you spent an hour burning 
off leeches and putting people in body 
bags, still not understanding gunships 
but profoundly grateful anyway. 

The AC-130 is one of the great untold 
stories of the war. Spectre is the legen- 
dary night-fire gunship of the Air Force, 
a lumbering cargo plane turned into a 
dark killer. The military has only recent- 
ly loosened the security wraps. Gunships 
were so secret in Vietnam that if one was 
shot down — only half a dozen were — 
command sent a fighter to bomb the 
classified wreckage. 

Spectre’s mission is simple: to track 


Three-quarter front view of AC-130A 
aircraft firing 20mm Gatling gun in flight. 
Aircraft is assigned to 919th Special 
Operations Group, Air Force Reserve. 
Photo: U.S. Air Force 


anything that moves by night, lock it in- 
to the night-vision devices, and blow it 
into twisted metal — trucks, men, tanks, 
boats, missile sites, air fields. The enemy 
often doesn’t even know that Spectre is 
drifting overhead until the first round 
whistles in and the lead truck goes up in 
greasy smoke. And it’s hard to hide 
from a gunship’s night eyes. 

To understand Spectre, you’ve got to 
be the kind of person who is fascinated 
by powerful machinery and deadly 
snakes. Certain machines, and certain 
people for that matter, grab at the dark 
corners of the mind just because they are 
so morbid and violent. It’s a gangrenous 
and frightening fascination. 

Maybe you’ve looked at a Phantom 
fighter against a glowing bruise of 
sunset, in some crazy place like Udorn 
— a nasty hang-nosed fighter that al- 
ways seems to be sneering, with the 
strong curve of the cockpit like a muscle. 

Or, you’ve pulled up to a stoplight, 
maybe in Los Angeles, and found your- 
self next to a chopped Harley, a mean, 
sleek bike with a suicide stick, throbbing 
and pounding because it has an overbore 
and too much cam, and some greasy 
human wart on it. And, if you /rked it, 
even secretly, then you understand Spec- 
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Pilot cockpit in U.S, Air Force AC-130 at 
Ubon Air Force Base, Thailand, 22 May 
1971. Photo: U.S. Air Force 


tre. A gunship is the ultimate outlaw 
motorcycle. 

But with a trace of snake. 

All that firepower is controlled by a 
silent ‘electronic brain, uninterested in 
the nightmarish rain of intestines it 
causes. A brain controlled by barely 
measurable currents flowing through 
microscopic circuits. Spectre has the 
soul of a computer. 

Spectre starts as a four-engine C-130 
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Hercules transport at Robins AFB, Ga. 
Propeller-driven to give it loitering time 
over battlefields, Hercules is not a pretty 
plane, not fast, not maneuverable. It isa 
weightlifter, not a warplane. A Herc is a 
squatty box, with cleats on the deck, a 
dropping tailramp, hydraulic lines and 
bundled wires and girders everywhere. 

For a quiet killer it is incredibly noisy. 
The inside shakes with a pounding, 
throbbing roar which careful listening 
separates into a dozen hisses, rattles, 
demented hydraulic warblings, chatter 
of shafts, the heavy drone of the churn- 
ing engines. 


At Warner-Robins, workers install 
about $20 million of circuitry and guns. 
Along the left side go the sensors that 
give the plane its uncanny night sight. 
An IR detector-head picks up infrared 
light, invisible to the eye. A low-light TV 
camera gathers starlight, moonlight, the 
faint light that exists on the darkest 
night, and amplifies it. 

A laser target-designator goes in. 
With it, Spectre, which carries no 
bombs, can mark a target for smart 
bombs carried by fighters. : 

A powerful searchlight is added. 
From 7,500 feet it will light an area the 
size of two football fields brightly 
enough so you can read a newspaper. It 
can operate in the visible band or in the 
infrared, leaving the enemy unaware 
that he is being illuminated. 

Flare dispensers go beneath the right 
wing, as do the ECM (electronic coun- 
termeasures) pods that scramble anti- 
aircraft radar. A Plexiglas bubble goes 
into the bottom of the fuselage for the 
flak-watcher. He keeps an eye out for 
Triple-A — anti-aircraft artillery — and 
yells evasion instructions to the pilot. On 
the early Spectres he hung half out of the 
open tail-ramp on a nylon strap, staring 
thousands of feet down to the Laotian 
jungle, but now he has a bubble. 

Ammo racks go in, many ammo 
racks. In the right rear, flak curtains — 
stiff shrapnel-absorbing panels — wall 
off the sensor booth. The two enlisted 
sensor operators sit here, as does the 
electronic-warfare officer. They all stare 
at banks of screens and switches. 

Just behind the cockpit goes the fire- 
control computer, the chilly brain that 
calculates altitude, range, wind velocity, 
air speed, all the variables. The com- 
puter gives the plane its deadly accuracy. 
The fire-control officer sits here and 
watches a television screen with cross- 
hairs on it, playing Pong for keeps. 

All this ugly plane needs is firepower 
and she will roll out, still ugly but with 
cat’s eyes and sharp teeth. The guns in 
these monsters numb the mind. They 
don’t even look like guns, more like 
machine tools in a foundry, and some of 
them have no business on an airplane. — 

For example, a stubby 105 howitzer 
pokes out from the left fuselage. In case 
you are not familiar with artillery, that is 
what a 105 is — artillery, the kind of gun 
the Army drags behind a truck and uses 
to bombard cities. It is said to be the big- 
gest gun ever mounted on an aircraft. A 
round for it weighs 47 pounds. Shrapnel 
from a 105 is still dangerous 1,000 
meters from the point of impact. A 105 
can ruin a tank and, should it hit a 
truck, metal and bone fragments would 
cover acres. 

Further forward is a 40mm, firing 100 
rounds per minute, a graceless weapon 
that looks like part of a steel mill. It also 
projects from the left side, because Spec- 
tre is designed to fly around its prey and 
fire inward. A 40mm round can make 
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junk out of the nicest truck, or turn a sit- 
ting jet into an all-day barbecue. 

Further forward are a pair of 7-barrel 
20mm Vulcan Gatling guns firing 2,500 
rounds per minute each — fast enough 
that Spectre carries a coal shovel to toss 
the casings away. The 20mm is useless 
against’ armor but it can do unholy 
things to vehicles or troops. 

Last are the two 7.62mm miniguns, 
Puff’s old weapon. The 7.62 is light 
machine gun ammo, but it fires at 6,000 
rounds per minute per gun. The result is 
the buzzing red death ray that played for 
so long in the paddies around Saigon. 

A friend of mine tells of watching 
Puff clear a tree line in the Delta. The 
day was clear and windless with blue 
skies and trees reflected in the paddy and 
snipers everywhere. Puff methodically 
moved the death ray along the tree line, 
chewing up the foliage, until one of the 
VC ran frantically into the paddy. The 
pilot finished his run and then swerved 
toward the guy. 

The water erupted in a fountain and 
moved toward him, as if a school of 
piranha were boiling along in the water. 
The VC didn’t even try to run, just 
waved his hands in the air and yelled a 
lot until the fountain hit him. When they 
found him, he was a mess. 

For a reporter, getting aboard Spectre 
is only slightly more difficult than a 
Cherokee manhood ritual, and at least 
as complicated. The gunship command 
reacted as if I had requested the 
guidance plans for a Minuteman III. 
Finally they gave in, specifying no 
photos, no altitudes, no figures, no this, 
no that. 

Then came high-altitude training at 
Andrews AFB, Md. It includes a hernia 
check (cough ... once more) because, 
when surrounding pressure falls with al- 
titude, the internal organs tend to bulge 
out. The doctor checks to see that your 
ears are clear. If they aren’t, you will 
think your brains are being sucked out 
on ascent. 

Next, a physiologist lectures you. If 
you are taking any kind of medicine, he 
says, don’t fly without telling the flight 
surgeon. Medicines can have strange ef- 
fects at high altitude. Maybe your blood 
will turn to jelly, or dry up. . 

Then he explains (for about two 
hours) all the things that can go wrong at 
altitude: hypoxia, hyperventilation, dis- 
orders of the central nervous system, 
nitrogen narcosis, turning blue, fits of 
wild and irrational rage. For some 
reason it reminded me of the list of 
worms they warned us about at 
Pendleton as we were staging out for 
’Nam: hookworm, roundworm, flat- 
worm, pinworm, brainworm, ringworm. 

Next step the altitude chamber, Ac- 
tually, the next step was a quick trip to 
the john with a pair of barber’s shears 
because, as a.sergeant told me, my beard 
would spoil the seal of the oxygen mask. 


32 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


The chamber is a grey metal box the 
size of a small room with thick windows 
and pumps to suck out the air, simula- 
ting altitude. You sit in phony aircraft 
seats, wearing a flight helmet and oxy- 
gen mask, with the oxygen regulator in 
front of you. No fewer than three ser- 
geants go through with you. It is like fly- 
ing a closet with three copilots. The ser- 
geants are there because people some- 
times panic. 

The chamber teaches you fascinating 
facts about ascent, such as that it makes 
you fart like a teapot. This is because the 
gas in the body expands. The AF calls it 
passing flatus, because the AF has deli- 
cate sensibilities, but the sergeants tell 
you it means farting, because no one has 
heard of passing flatus. 

“*It does seem strange to put four men 
in a metal box to pass gas,’’ said one of 
my companions, grasping the situation 
clearly. ‘‘I don’t think the service does it 
very often.”’ 

That was good to know. 

Next stop: Nellis AFB, near Las 
Vegas, and a briefing by Capt. Andy De- 
meyer, navigator of my gunship. Andy is 
in his mid-30s, heavy but not fat, with 
an open gaze and dark hair — dark short 
hair. Andy is a great guy, but very mili- 
tary, very patriotic, and not fond of 
those who are not. He tells me what 
Spectre can do. 


Closeup of pair of XM 134 7.62mm 
miniguns, Their six barrels fire 6,000 
rounds per minute, creating ‘‘buzzing red’ 
death ray.’’ 


Pekan 


ase 


*“We can handle night interdiction — 
in daylight we’d get blown out of the air. 
And we can fly sustained close ground 
support, search and rescue, act as for- 
ward observer for artillery, mark targets 
for fast movers, and control toads.”’ 

Toads? 

““Yeah, dissidents, terrorists. If they 
take hostages we can spot ’em on roof- 
tops. If a bunch of terrorists holed up 
somewhere in a building, we could just 
take off the top of the building.’’ 


Spectre: 
The Eye 
In The Sky 


Gunships have other uses. ‘‘One time 
on a training flight at Eglin AFB, Fla., 
we spotted a couple of poachers on the 
range. We called the state cops and 
followed those poachers home, and vec- 
tored the cops after them. Those guys 
didn’t have any idea that we were watch- 
ing them.”’ 

Imagine those yoyos out poaching al- 
ligators, or whatever you poach at Eglin 
— coming out of the swamps at night 
pulling a dozen alligators on a red 
wagon, all tied up, and thinking about 
how many wallets they can-make out of 
them. And a few miles overhead, 14 
guys are staring down their collars with 
TV, radar. Think about it, next time you 
take your girlfriend to a deserted beach. 
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Andy takes pride in his ship, knows 
every inch of it the way a watchmaker 
knows a watch, gets satisfaction from its 
effectiveness. But Andy is very security 
conscious and doesn’t say much about 
the planes. I don’t think he is entirely 
happy at having a newsman aboard — 
not hostile, just cautious. 

‘*Well,”’ I said, ‘‘I’d hate to get some- 
body killed unnecessarily by talking 
about the wrong things.” 

He looked at me. ‘‘I’d hate to get me 
killed by talking about the wrong 
thing,’’ he said thoughtfully. 

Night was coming. First Lt. Ed Green, 
the copilot, chats a moment while we are 
waiting to go to the plane. Ed is one hell 
of a nice guy, 28, medium height, with 
brown hair and a trace of his native San 
Antonio in his speech. We are sitting in 
the equipment room where several air- 
men are playing cards or swabbing 
masks with alcohol. 

Something about Ed and Andy and all 
these guys has been tugging at my mind 
for hours, but I can’t quite put my finger 
on it. They are an impressive, likeable 
bunch. Military men as military men 
should be. But they seem vaguely out of 
place — not quite cynical enough, may- 
be, not always wondering what’s in it for 
them. They are a far cry from the polit- 
ical colonels of the Pentagon. 

The ’50s, I decide. These guys have 
the curious wholesomeness I associate 
with Arkansas in 1957. I can imagine Ed 
and Andy bombing along in a ’49 Chevy 
convertible with chromed tailpipes, a 
foxtail on the antenna, and girlfriends in 
short shorts. That’s where I’ve seen Ed’s 
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face — lead guitar on an Oldy-but- 
Goody album. 

We head down the hall to go to the 
plane, carrying our helmets in canvas 


bags. It looks as if we are carrying. 


replacement heads. 

Apparently Ed does not realize I was 
in the service. He keeps talking about 
the “‘big gun,’’ by which he means the 
105, and about ‘‘big bombs”’ and “‘bul- 
lets.’? He says things like, ‘‘If we can’t 
shoot it with our own bullets, we point 
the laser at it and another kind of plane 
drops big bombs on it.”’ 


Operation Red 
Flag: Sophisticated 
Battlegame 


For a moment this puzzles me. In any 
other branch of the service, a 105 is 
called a 105, bullets are rounds, and a 
bomb is a 500-pounder, 1,000-pounder, 
or whatever. Well, I think, if the AF 
calls them big bombs and bullets, maybe 
I better do it too. } 

I do, and Ed becomes even more sure 
that I don’t know anything about guns. 
Pretty soon we are saying things almost 
as silly as, ‘‘The big bombs go boom and 
the target goes bye-bye.’ When I figure 
out what is happening, I feel like a blue- 
ribbon jackass. 


The remnants of a violent orange 
sunset are dying in the west and barren 
hills are turning from brown to black. 
The wind picks up and turns chilly, 
blows across us and out over a million 
square miles of sand. A desert airfield is 
a lonely place. 4 

The gunship’s auxiliary power plant is 
roaring, isolating men from men with 
the sound. The ground crew work 
around the plane, getting it ready for 
flight. The tail ramp gapes down like an 
open jaw and the tube of the 105 droops 
toward the earth. 

Ed Green leads me up the ladders and 
into the side door. I clatter awkwardly 
aboard and then into the sensor booth, 
the only warm place on the aircraft and 
the only place where smoking is allowed. 
The long pre-flight procedure begins. 
We won’t take off for 45 minutes. 

Tonight’s mission is not just gunnery 
practice for this airborne battleship. We 
will be one of perhaps 100 planes in Op- 
eration Red Flag, an enormously sophis- 
ticated battlegame. Red Flag has its 
roots in the high losses of American 
fighters over North Vietnam. The AF 
noticed a pattern: Most of the downed 
pilots were on their first 10 missions. 
Men who survived the first 10 missions 
usually survived their tour. 

The reason was that training in air 
combat was, in the words of a Red Flag 
pilot, ‘‘poor.’’ Pilots were training to 
fight each other, not the North Vietna- 
mese. They practiced against other 
American pilots in American planes, us- 
ing American tactics. Unfortunately the 
Russians did not train the North Viets to 
fly American planes with American tac- 
tics. The differences were fatal. 

Air Force officials do not talk about 
tactics. If you ask, they gaze into space, 
scratch, and change the subject. They do 
give a few examples of what went wrong. 
Russian planes are smaller than ours. 
American pilots, accustomed to flying 
against bigger craft in practice, tended 
to misjudge speeds and distances. By the 
time they realized their errors, they were 
in deep trouble. 

Something had to be done. Tactical 
Air Command consequently formed 
four squadrons of T-38s, gradually re- 
placed by F-5SE Freedom Fighters, super- 
sonic export fighters that look and per- 
form much like the MiG-21. These 
squadrons, about 20 planes each, were 
given Warsaw Pact camouflage. The 
pilots studied Russian tactics. 

Two squadrons are stationed in Eu- 
rope and the Pacific. The other two, the 
64th and 65th Fighter Weapons Squad- 
rons, are stationed at Nellis. They spend 
about a third of their time on the road, 
giving pilots at other bases experiénce in 
flying against Russian tactics. The rest 
of the time they take part in Red Flag at 
Nellis. 

They are called Agegressors. They wear 
shoulder patches with a red star, and 
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have Russian propaganda posters in 
their briefing rooms. Contrary to press 
reports, they do not live in mud huts and 
drink vodka. 

On the Nellis range, planes take part 
in every sort of air combat from dog- 
fighting to strafing. Nevada makes an 
excellent firing range because there is 
nothing in it except Las Vegas, which no 
One would miss anyway. The range cov- 
ers three million acres and pilots can use 
the air space over an even larger area, a 
total air space about the size of the coun- 
try of Switzerland. 

The range is laced with target airfields 
bulldozed into the desert, different kinds 
of SAM (surface-to-air) missile sites with 
their distinctive networks of roads and 
radars. There are Russian tanks made of 
plywood or Styrofoam, convoys of 
junked trucks, missiles made from tele- 
phone poles. 


Vietnam War: 
From Space Age 
Technology 
To Crossbows 


There are also ‘‘threats,’’ live radar 
sites which simulate Russian missile 
radar. The threats are manned by Amer- 
icans who lock onto planes and shriek 
like crazed Indians when they shoot 
down an unwary pilot. If the Soviets are 
as bloodthirsty as these guys, we may 
have problems. 

The results are recorded on videotape. 
Watching the tape can be a real shock 
for a pilot who thinks he has done every- 
thing right. He imagines himself zipping 
in low over the ground just like Terry 
and the Pirates — beautiful bombing 
run, picture-book release. He’s think- 
ing, All the girls will love it, hot dog, and 
then he goes evading-off through the 
cactus like a pro. 

Then on the videotape he sees himself 
locked firmly into the sights of three 
SAM sites, a flak battery and a couple of 
duck-hunters who have accidentally 
wandered onto the range: He’s been 
dead since three seconds into his run. 

The Aggressors and gunners point out 
the pilot’s mistakes and suggest ways of 
eliminating them. During his training 
with Red Flag he keeps trying. Ag- 
gressors say improvement is remarkable. 

Red Flag is big business. During the 
past two years, Red Flag sorties have 
logged 39,316 flight hours in 24,439 sor- 
ties. Red Flag is also dangerous. When 
large numbers of aircraft are maneuver- 
ing in a small area, firing live ordnance, 
people get hurt. Carelessness is not the 
cause. Combat flying just isn’t safe. 

An Aggressor pilot told me, ‘‘You 
have to take the risks. You have to train 
the way you fight, so you can fight the 
way you train. If you don’t get down 
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Stubby 105 howitzer pokes from fuselage. 
Said to be biggest gun ever mounted on an 
aircraft, one round weighs 47 pounds. 
Further forward is 40mm which fires 100 
rounds per minute. Both are mounted on 
left side of fuselage so Spectre can fly 
around its prey and fire inward. 


there low over the terrain and dodge 
through the hills, you aren’t simulating 
combat. If you get down there, sooner 
or later someone will die. 

‘*A man wants to fly the best he can, 
gets a little excited, takes risks that 
would make sense in combat, gets 
caught up in what he’s doing, and, well 
... he flies into the ground. We figure 
it’s better to take risks here than to lose a 
lot of men in combat.” 

Since January 1976 there have been 23 
deaths in Red Flag. As | was waiting for 
my gunship briefing, two men died in an 
F-15. They flew into the ground, 

In the murk by the 40mm, a crew 
member straps me into a parachute har- 
ness. It is surprisingly heavy. He shows 
me how to attach a chute to it. 

‘Just grab it with the handle in your 
right hand,’’ he says, ‘‘and snap it on 
like this.’ He hits me in the chest with it, 
nearly crushing my rib cage, and the 
chute snaps miraculously into place. He 
seems to think jumping out of airplanes 
is reasonable, 

Lt. Green takes me into the sensor 
booth where the low-level-light televi- 


sion operator straps me in. By this time 
wearing more harness than a Sumpter 
mule. The booth door slams shut and 
the roar drops to a hissing drone. The 
TV man plugs me into the intercom. 

The lights go down low so they can see 
the gauges and dials. Airborne, we throb 
into the night sky, locked in a strange, 
noisy world, windowless, communica- 
tions with the dark outside world only 
through instruments. 

“Civilian passenger okay?’’ comes the 
pilot’s voice. 

“JUST FINE!’’ I bellow into the mi- 
crophone, instinctively trying to shout 
over the noise. | decide 1 probably have 
blown the pilot’s eardrums out. I cut my 
losses and sink into a doze for the flight 
to the firing range. 

My mind keeps coming back to 
Hsua’s grandfather’s crossbow. Hsua is 
a Montagnard girl from’ up around 
Pleiku who ended up in Washington, by 
way of Iran and some other places, after 
the evacuation of Saigon. We chat some- 
times when she misses the hills. 

She was telling me the other day about 
going out with her grandfather, when 
she was a thin brown girl, to shoot sup- 
per with a crossbow. Sometimes I try to 
imagine it. Mud everywhere greasy and 
thick, the world stretching green around 
them, monsoon banking up thick and 
grey over the hills, and Hsua trudging 
the slimy slopes behind a ropy old man 
with a crossbow. 
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By then the Marines were at the air- 
fields in Da Nang, Phantoms were 
crackling along at Mach 2, and satellites 
were watching from space with glittering 
quartz eyes. All that precision death in 
the same country with a crossbow ... it 
was a screwy war. 

The military keeps slipping into the 
future faster than the rest of America, 
and the rest of the world barely moves. 
In Cambodia, far more primitive than 
’Nam, the difference was even sharper. 
Across that stark countryside with its 
rivers and ruined temples were barefoot 
people who had never seen a radio. I’d 
come stomping into one of their crude 
little firebases, wearing an Aussie bush 
hat and a thousand dollars worth of 
Nikon, trying to look like the world’s 
saltiest war correspondent, and the 
brown soldiers would stare. 

Beside them would be a machine gun 
made in a factory they couldn’t imagine 
in a world they would never see. And the 
T-28s would come roaring out of Bat- 
tambang or Kompong Speu or Kom- 
pong Chenang, places with strange mu- 
sical names and no connection with the 
real world. 

Back at Red Flag’s Range Control 
Center at Nellis, a net of electronic eyes 
scans the range, feeding their info into 
the Range Control computer. The com- 
puter room is dark. On a huge black 
screen, seven feet square, the boundaries 
of the firing range glow in the dim blue- 
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grey of the tube’s display. 

The room looks like the bridge of the 
Enterprise in Star Trek, and has much 
the same function. Each plane on the 
range appears as a red line, showing 
where it has been in the last 90 seconds. 
Small green numbers above and below 
identify it and give its altitude in little 
IBM script. 

White dots mark the SAM radar sites. 
When they turn their radar on, white let- 
ters appear next to them to show what 
band they are using. A white line sweeps 
out from the SAM site when it is search- 
ing and, when the groping beam finds a 
target, it locks on like a leash. When it 
fires a missile at the plane, white arrows 
pulse down the radar beam. The com- 
puter decides whether a real missile 
would have hit the plane. 


White Arrows 


Pulse Toward 
Their Targets 


Below the screen sit men at radar 
scopes and computer consoles, monitor- 
ing the battle. Some of them are ground 
controllers for the Aggressors. By 


* pushing buttons, the men can magnify a 


part of the range on the big screen or 
have the computer read out different 
kinds of information. 


This is how war goes these days, 
screens and sweeping lines of radar. 
There is no room for crossbows or old 
men trudging mountains. 

On Spectre’s fire-control deck, I 
watch flickerings of dials and gauges, a 
target spinning slowly on the screens. 
We will say it is a building. (Part of the 
price for getting aboard this tin vulture is 
not to talk about its screens.) 

We are orbiting. The foam rubber of 
the headphones drowns the roar of the 
engines. It is very cold. 

Luminous crosshairs float across the 
desert on the screen. It is a spooky thing 
to watch. I can almost feel the computer 
eyeing its target. 

Sucking oxygen. Gunships are not 
pressurized because they fly with the 
door open for the guns, the sensor 
heads, the searchlight. The oxygen mask 
pinches my nose in a soft painful grip, a 
flabby palm clamped over my face. 

I sweat profusely where the rubber 
touches my face. It is giving me claus- 
trophobia, threatening to smother me — 
an absurd sensation, considering that 
only the mask keeps me from passing 
out. Oxygen hisses through the crimped 
hose attached to the ceiling. It has a cold 
dry smell and parches the throat. 

‘‘Garble. Garble?’’ crackles a voice. 
We are preparing to do our trick. The 
voice is Andy Demeyer — good old An- 
dy who doesn’t like toads — but it 
doesn’t sound like him. Maybe they’ve 
removed his voicebox and put in an elec- 
tronic noisemaker. The swollen cran- 
iums begin flipping switches, turning 
knobs. The target drifts into the cross- 
hairs and stays. 

I’m standing there, slowly freezing, 
with the oxygen shhhhh — pause — 
ssssss and the little white eyes of the 
oxygen-flow indicators blinking with 
each man’s breathing. Hoses dangle 
from faces like sucking worms. 

I’m thinking, How can I explain this 
to my editor? I picture him jumping up 
and down the way editors always do, 
and yelling, ‘“‘People! We gotta have 
people in this story.” 

But there aren’t any people on a gun- 
ship, just creatures with fiberglass heads 
and disembodied voices. 

“*F-4 on the perch?’”’ comes the voice 
of the pilot, sounding as if he is trapped 
in a sewer pipe. Far above in the night a 
pilot is circling in a Phantom. He can’t 
see us from his Mach-2 box. We can’t 
see him. Nobody can see the target. Only 
the machines see in this war. 

‘“Ready in one minute, 
screech,’’ the F-4 tells us. 

‘*Foco ready?’’ 

**Roger that.” 

“*Arm the gun.” 

“Gun armed.’’ 

**F-4 on the perch.”’ 


garble- 


Continued on page 65 
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MAKE 
MINE M14 


RDF’s Strong Right Arm? 


have never felt that the 

replacement of the 7.62mm NATO 
general-issue battle rifle was sound, 
although I like the 5.56mm M16 as a 
special-purpose tool. It is perfect for 
many military applications, including 
airborne-assault teams, commando 
units, special forces and SAS outfits, 
troops which had previously relied on 
submachine guns as their primary 
weapons. The M16 with its 5.56mm 
round is far more efficient than the 
typical SMG and a mated pistol 
cartridge. I consider the 5.56mm 
round the finest 75-meter cartridge in 
the world. 

In Vietnam the short-range M16 
replaced the M14. Its proponents 
argued that it was the best general- 
issue battle rifle, citing the following 
points: Because 5.56mm ammo is 
smaller and lighter than that of other 
full-bore weapons, more ammo can 
be carried by the individual soldier; 
the M16 rifle is lighter and therefore 
easier to carry; training new troops is 
simpler, because it is easier to teach 
new soldiers to use a weapon with 
light recoil, and therefore training 
time is reduced. The Pentagon whiz 
kids have long given these reasons for 
their choice of the M16 as the only 
battle rifle for the American soldier, 
and foday they add that the female 
soldier can do well only with this 
light-recoil weapon. 

Now, however, we find our nation 
faced ‘with an extremely dangerous 
situation in the Middle East. As a 
result, the new Rapid Deployment 
Force has been organized and given 
this difficult but specialized military 
mission. Its baitle rifle; equipment 
and training must vary greatly from 
those inherited from the Southeast 
Asian conflict. 

Our current battle rifle is 
inadequate for the RDF both in 
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by Ken Hackathorn 


caliber and range. The 5.56mm is not 
a long-range cartridge. In the Middle 
East the need for accurate 250- to 
300-meter rifle fire is more than 
casually important. The “Bright Star” 
field exercises in Egypt proved that 
U.S. troops using the M16 had no 
chance of hitting targets at 300 
meters — a desert breeze does 
terrible things to that little .22-caliber 
bullet. At the 1981 SOF Three-Gun 
Match, I purposely added a 
300-meter stage to the rifle match, 


Hackathorn shows off phase-two 
prototype RDF M14 with longer 
barrel. Photo: John Miller 


and anyone who was at Black 
Canyon can tell you how grim the 
long-range stage was for the 5.56mm 
users. (See “Shootout at Black 
Canyon,” SOF, March ’82.) 

When the M16 and the 5.56mm 
cartridge first made their appearance 
in the mid-1960s, as a young troop I 
was impressed by the propaganda 
about the cartridge’s deadliness. 
Remember the stories about its 
blowing arms off, about the bullet’s 
tumbling as it exited the bore and all 
the other war stories. I often spent 
time as a range NCO, and as a 
weapons man I rather enjoyed the 
5.56mm cartridge. But when the M16 
replaced the M14 in 7.62mm NATO, 
I noticed something strange about the 
smaller round in the hands of the 
troops — expert riflemen, capable of 
outstanding marksmanship, simply 
failed to engage targets beyond 150 
meters even when given plenty of time 
to fire at them. With a 7.62mm 
NATO M14, they could engage any 
target out.to 400 meters, but with the 
5.56mm weapon, they would not even 
try. I finally realized that the “mouse 
gun” had caused them to lose 
confidence in their skill, and I will 
always be hostile to those folks who 
passed this weapon off as the 
American soldier’s rifle. 

I realize, of course, that the Colt 
AR-15 does have some good features. 
Gene Stoner gave the AR-15 design 
some nice touches. Its controls are 
designed with user application in 
mind — but there is no ambidextrous 
safety or magazine catch for the left- 
hander, and the ejection pattern puts 
cartridges right up his nose. After 
nearly a decade, the military has now 
adopted an ideal lubricant for the 
rifle: Break Free CLP (Cleans- 
Lubricates-Protects) removes carbon 
fouling in most environments. In the 
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Powerful, fast-handling, reliable, long-range rifle 
for Rapid Deployment Force, 7.62 NATO RDF 
XM14 second prototype with side-mounted bayonet 
lug. Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 


jungle, an M16 lubricated with Break Free is 
ideal, but in the dry, dusty desert you get a rifle uy 
that will not work. te? 
One evening, John Miller, a good friend and 
my favorite armorer, and I were discussing the 
problem of the best weapon for the individual 
troop who is making the big splash into the 
desert of the Middle East. We soon found our- 
selves having a brain drizzle. (Old NCOs don’t 
have brain storms, just drizzles.) We agreed that 
even though the military small-arms experts tell 
us that the 7.62mm NATO is old shoe, maybe it 
is too early to retire this round. It is the best 
choice for the RDF in the Middle East. 
Would we choose the H&K G-3, FN FAL or 
SIG 542 for the RDF’s battle rifle? No. We'd 
choose the M14, The United States has more 
than 700,000 of them in storage. Although most 
have been declared unserviceable, this includes 
everything from minor surface damage, cracked 
stocks and missing slings to worn-out rifles. 
Overall, our stock af M14s is excellent. 1 happen 
to like this rifle and must remind you that the 
same folks who sold us on the M16 used to tell 
us, a few years back, that the M14 was the finest 
military rifle.in the world. 
Miller is one of the most knowledgeable small- 
arms experts I know, and he also has lots of 
military small-arms experience. He acknowledges 
the M14’s shortcomings. During his Vietnam tours 
he found that its stock was easily cracked or 
broken, and it was difficult to handle for smaller 
troops. The barrel was so long with the flash 


hider that it got entangled in 
underbrush, and the weapon was 
clumsy for close-quarter use by 
mechanized infantry. The protruding 
flash suppressor and front sight were 
that easily damaged. 

We agreed about the M14’s strong 
points. It is extremely reliable, even in 
dusty environments, easy to clear and 
provides immediate action and 
excellent long-range accuracy — 
400-meter hits are no problem for a 
skilled rifleman. Other good features 
are excellent sights, one of the best 
triggers available and ideal safety 
location. In addition, the safety, 
magazine catch and spent-case 
ejection pattern make the M14 a left- 
as well as a right-handed rifle. It is a 
rugged weapon and, most important 
of all, the military supply system is 
still geared to it with spare parts, 
manuals and ordnance. What if the 
United States were to take 200,000 
M14s and convert them for the RDF 
battle rifle? 

Miller and I decided to design a 
prototype weapon. He set the 
parameters for this new RDF version 
of the M14: The rifle must be shorter 
and lighter; it must also have a 
rugged, modern stock design. With 
these parameters we went to work. 

We purchased a Springfield Armory 
MIA since the issue M14 is now 
unavailable. Taking a worn, issue- 
M14 barrel, we set it in the lathe and 
cut it to 1712 inches. Then we 
recrowned the muzzle and threaded it 
to accept an H&K flash hider. The 
front sight was a problem, until Miller 
pointed out that the H&K-style front 
sight would be ideal. He machined 
out a new gas-cylinder lock for our 
weapon. When we added a large lobe 
to the lock’s top, we had a new front 
sight. Then we installed a solid post. 
The result is a protected, rugged, 
fast, speed-shooting sight, which is 
still suited for precision shooting. All 
the conversion takes, so far, is to cut 
arid recrown the barrel, add the H&K 
flash hider, and replace the gas- 
cylinder lock with our new design. 

Next we addressed the problem of 
the stock. The original wooden one 
was out. We wanted a new stock of 
plastic or nylon. Although the U.S. 
Army decided to use a nylon stock for 
the M14 in the late 1960s, few of 
them got into service because the 
M16 had replaced the earlier rifle. 
Furthermore, these GI nylon stocks 
had the same configuration as the 
wooden one, and they also had poor 
thermal properties, giving 
inconsistent accuracy. 

I believe that the new RDF stock 
should be made of ABS or an 
engineering polymer that will provide 
light weight, excellent strength and 
good thermal properties. Because 
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many organic solvents will attack 
plastic and weaken it, | will have to 
leave the choice of the proper 
material to the plastics experts. 

Miller and I both felt strongly about 
the RDF’s stock design. We believe 
that all handling characteristics of the 
weapon must be designed with the 
user in mind. Because a prototype 
plastic stock would be prohibitively 
expensive, we took a used M14 E2 
stock and started chopping. This 
birch stock is heavy, but we decided 
that it would at least give us 
something to design from. 

The M14 E2 stock has a standard 
pistol grip, so we tried to modify it as 
closely to M16 dimensions as 
possible. The pistol-grip stock is 
important — and it works. A 
production XM14 RDF rifle-grip 
should closely resemble the M16 
pistol grip in shape and feel. Length 
of pull (distance from trigger to butt 
plate) should be identical to that of 
the rapid-shouldering M16. Height of 
the stock comb to the line of sight 
should also be the same. A rubber 
butt pad should be standard. (Steel 
butt plates are ridiculous, and the 
hard-plastic ones on the current line 
of Sturmgewehrs cause the weapon 
to slip off the shoulder as well as 
prevent a solid firing mount.) 

Master armorer Miller went to work 
and soon modified our old E2 stock 
to a nearly ideal pistol-grip shape. He 
also added an extra sling swivel at 
the top of the butt plate and a side 
swivel at the fore-end to allow the 
rifleman to sling up in the now- 
popular patrol position without added 
trouble. For the production stock, we 
recommend that the bipod rail be 
modeled into the fore-end so that the 
weapon can accept the excellent H&K 
light bipod. The stock should have a 
slightly abrasive surface like that on 
the H&K system. When making this 
modification, a cammie pattern can 
also be applied. 

Although I was concerned about 
the function of the action — the 
shortened barrel causes short recoil 
— test-firing proved that this was not 
a problem. The weapon functioned 
fine with all 7.62mm NATO rounds. 
The H&K flash hider really did its 
job. Most observers at our range 
sessions found our RDF conversion 
handy and enjoyable to shoot. 

After test-firing hundreds of rounds 
through our M14 in its XM14 RDF 
dress, we began to show the rifle to 
interested parties. The Marines 
looked hard and said: “Beautiful.” We 
expected that — the Corps still 
prefers real rifles and considers long- 
range marksmanship a fundamental 
part of soldiering. 

When the Army brass looked the 
RDF over at Camp Perry, they were 


ABOVE: Longer barreled prototype 
in arid-country camouflage matches 
desert cammies. H&K front sight 
stands out. UPPER RIGHT: Fading 
into desert rock, masquerade RDF 
trooper displays enemy-eye view of 
second version of RDF rifle. Photos: 
Peter G. Kokalis RIGHT: Armorer 
Miller hefts original prototype RDF 
rifle for quick-point, quick-sight with 
short-barreled, H&K sighted, 
modified M1A. Photo: Ken 
Hackathorn 


totally confused. 

“Why?” they asked. 

We explained. 

“But,” they said, “the M16 is easy 
to carry and you can pack more 
5.56mm ammo.” 

‘We replied, “The same applies to 
the Daisy air rifle.” 

They looked distressed, shook their 
heads and walked away. 

One sharp Army officer asked, 
“Will the RDF M14 conversion be 
selective-fire?” 

“Hell, no!” we said. “The key is 
semiauto only; no automatic fire. 
The reason the M16 uses so much 
ammo is because the troops use it on 
overdrive all the time. They make lots 
of noise, but only hits count — and 
hits come from aimed fire. In fact, we 
believe lock-out plugs should be 
issued on RDF rifles, and the 
overdrive switch be under lock and 
key in the CO’s [commanding- 
officer’s] possession. Then the troops 
would have to carry only 200 rounds 
— and that would be plenty.” 
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NEW MI16A1 


The recent decision by the U.S. 
military services to adopt a new 
version of the M16A1 rifle comes as 
no surprise. In 1980, NATO 
reluctantly adopted the 5.56mm as 
its new round. The standard 


5.56mm round lacks sufficient range. 


So a heavy 5.56mm NATO round 
{XM777 or SS109) will be used. 
This round will increase bullet weight 
to nearly 70 grains as well as add a ~ 
penetrator core, and it will require a 
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faster-twist, 1-in-7-inch barrel. The 
new rifle will have a heavier barrel to 
aid control and holding. Therefore, 
the weapon will weigh an average of 
7.5 pounds empty. After the XM or 
SS round is chosen. existing stocks 
of M16A1 rifles will have to be 
rebarreled. Somehow I feel that 
trying to convert the 5.56mm NATO 
round and M16 rifle into a long- 
range weapon is making a silk purse 
out of a sow’s ear. — K.H. 


I know many esteemed small-arms 
experts really get twisted on this 
subject. They say, “Firepower,” and 
their eyes roll back in their heads — 
and I suspect they experience a twitch 
in their groins. For those who still 
believe that garbage about scaring 
the hell out of the enemy by making 
him keep his head down, let me point 
to those rugged Afghan freedom 
fighters who are giving Ivan fits — 
with WWII-pattern Enfield .303 rifles. 
Every time a Russian sticks his head 
out of an APC, there is a .303 bullet 
with his name on it. Firepower? No, 
thanks. The Afghans will be happy 
with another handful of .303 
cartridges so they can go out and kill 
more Russians. 

At Camp Perry the Army brass 
handed us a new problem. Seems 
they want bayonets again — the 
bayonet is a hot subject in some 
infantry-school concepts. I groaned. 
(My favorite use for the bayonet is to 
clean mud off my boots or as an. 
emergency tent peg.) Miller, however, 
realized that we had to address the 
problem. His solution: a standard- 
length barrel. (I winced.) 

When we got home, he went to 
work and a few days later showed me 
our new phase-two prototype with 
standard 21-inch barrel and M16 
flash hider reamed and threaded to fit 
the muzzle. The phase-two gas- 
cylinder lock now has a bayonet lug 
on its left side. A standard M16 (M7) 
bayonet can be attached easily; no 
other change is necessary. With 
bayonet attached, the blade lies flat, 
ideal for slipping it between an 
enemy's ribs. 

With our second prototype design, 
the soldier can now use standard 
22mm rifle grenades without carrying 
an extra launcher: He just turns off 
the gas and fires. (Although our 
NATO friends in Europe rely on rifle 
grenades, we have replaced them 
with the M79, M203 and M72 LAW, 
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SOWS’ EARS, MOUSE 
GUNS, WOODCHUCKS, 
AND DEERSLAYERS: 

A Defense of the 5.56mm 
by Peter G. Kokalis 

Enough is enough. 

Hackathorn’s hallucination on 
the proposed RDF rifle and Maj. 
Jack Chase’s “Woodchuck” fantasy 
(see “Woodchuck Wars,” SOF, 
June ’82) represent the low ebb of 
a flood of stagnant thinking about 
military cartridges. Such repeti- 
tive, groundless attacks on the 
5.56mm NATO cartridge from 
popular gun writers deserve a 
rebuttal since the military experts 
won’t stoop to answer them. 

It’s fashionable for gun writers 
in the mass-circulation firearms 
periodicals to jump on board the 
anti-5.56mm band wagon. It 
somehow builds credentials to ridi- 
cule the efforts of a bunch of 
“scientific loonies,” especially when 
they don’t respond. We never hear 
from this band of ballisticians, pro- 
gram managers and requirements 
analysts because few, if any, read 
let alone write for the mass-circu- 
lation gun magazines. The irony 
then becomes that the small-arms 
technologists (who are most qual- 
ified to speak out on this subject) 
are not heard by the public while 
these gun writers (whose real 
qualifications rarely extend beyond 
the ‘advanced hobbyist’s realm of 
experience or the usual civilian- 
soldier’s tour of duty) rant and rave 
unceasingly without regard for 
logic, fact or scientific method. 
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Let us examine the specious 
arguments of the species gun 
writer under the harsh, 
uncompromising light of logic on a 
rhetorical dissecting table. 

Hackathorn in particular has a 
penchant for turning reality upside 
down. He glibly asserts that NATO 
has “reluctantly” adopted the 
5.56mm. Acceptance of the 
5.56mm has been far from 
reluctant. In fact, it was the 
7.62x51mm cartridge that was 
shoved down NATO’s throat in 
1952. The new Belgian SS109 
bullet, summarily dismissed by 
Hackathorn, can defeat the U.S. 
steel helmet at 1,100 meters — 
one hell of a “sow’s ear,” I'd say. 

But the power freaks have been 
with us for a long time. They were 
around in the 1890s yelling that 
adoption of the puny caliber .30-40 
Krag in place of the man-stopping 
.45-70 would inadequately arm the 
American soldier. They shouted 
loudly several years later when we 
went from the 220-grain .30-40 
service bullet to the pipsqueak 150 
and 170-grain caliber .30 
projectiles for the Springfield rifle. 
They are in fact an intrinsic part of 
an essential American syndrome 
— the obsession to possess the 
largest and most powerful whatzit. 

The proposed use of calibers 
under .30 for military use is not 
new. In 1894 the Mexican army 
tested a straight-pull design 
Mondragon rifle in caliber 
5.2x68mm. The U.S. Navy’s 
experiments with caliber .236 
ammunition during the same time 
frame are well-documented. 
During the quest for our first 
semiautomatic battle rifle the U.S. 
Infantry Board, reporting on the 
test of the .276 Pedersen ri- 


LEFT: Already deadly 
profile of RDF rifle 
enhanced by slender, 
sinister horizontal-mount 
bayonet. Photo: Peter G. 
Kokalis UPPER RIGHT: 
Side by side, 

Hackathorn / Miller 
modified M1A with 
camouflage paint, H&K 
sight, cut-down stock and 
grenade with M16A1 and 
rifle grenade for scale. 
LOWER RIGHT: Barrel 
lengthened to meet 
mission requirements, 
second prototype RDF rifle 
bears distinctive side- 
mounted, horizontal-blade 
bayonet in perfect position 
for penetration. Photos: 
Ken Hackathorn 


fle, stated in 1928: “The casualty 
effect of the .276 caliber should be 
accepted as clearly sufficient to 
meet all requirements.” That the 
.30-06 was eventually retained was 
almost entirely a consequence of 
economics, as huge stores of 
.30-06 ammunition remained from 
the war in Europe a decade before. 

Concepts developed by the Ger- 
mans in WWII are directly respon- 
sible for the subsequent evolution 
of military small-arms ammuni- 
tion. By 1942 the Germans had 
concluded that battlefield targets 
were rarely engaged at distances 
beyond 400 meters and that the 
ability to deliver occasional short 
bursts of full-automatic fire was a 
desirable feature. The result was 
the 7.92mm Kurz cartridge and 
the world’s first true assault rifle, 
the MP43/44. 

Postwar development of interme- 
diate-type cartridges continued, 
but the only real assault rifle cal- 
iber to be adopted was the 
7.62x39mm ComBloc, as the 
United States forced adoption of 
the 7.62x51mm hybrid on the 
NATO countries. During the 
1950s, extensive ammunition 
research programs in the United 
States — in particular Project 
SALVO — eventually resulted in 
the 5.56mm round. 

The advantages of the 5.56mm 
are: 1) a lessening of physiological 
fatique from recoil and sound; 2) 
shortening of the training time re- 
quired to reach proficiency with 
the weapon; 3) improved accuracy 
and hit probability due to reduced 
recoil; 4) shorter and much lighter 
weapon designs; 5) ability of the 
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individual soldier to carry greater 
quantities of ammunition in the 
field; and 6) no small amount of 
savings in material costs. 

Now the 5.56mm’s detractors in- 
sist that this is all to no avail as 
the cartridge is inaccurate at the 
required ranges, an ineffective 
man-stopper and in any event de- 
signed in a vacuum without regard 
for the user’s actual requirements. 

Hackathorn’s statement that the 
5.56mm round is the “finest 
75-meter cartridge in the world” is 
sarcastic nonsense. His use of only 
one uncontrolled example, the 
300-meter rifle stage at the 1981 
SOF Three-Gun Match, to demon- 
strate that one has no chance of 
hitting 300-meter targets with the 
5.56mm is more than a little sus- 
pect. Extensive, controlled para- 
meter testing over a Jong period of 
time has conclusively demon- 
strated that the M16 is more than 
adequate out to 300 meters. Be- 
yond that we can employ snipers 
armed with special-purpose M14s 
and ART II scopes. 

Effective killing power at fighting 
ranges is a complex topic, often 
difficult to evaluate. Factors such 
as the part of the body struck, the 
proximity of solid objects such as 
bone and the degree of the projec- 
tile’s yaw are all important con- 
siderations. Test mediums, such as 
clay or gelatin, are of necessity 
homogeneous in order to yield 
comparative results. The human 
body is a heterogeneous object; 
nevertheless we have more than 
ample medical survey evidence 
from Vietnam to demonstrate that 
at 300 meters and less the 
5.56mm bullet can break up in the 
target and cause very large 
wounds, ~ 
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since the M16 is too anemic to 
launch rifle grenades with much 
range effect.) 

The real secret to Miller’s and my 
M14 RDF rifle conversion is its 
simplicity of modification and cost- 
effectiveness: recrown the muzzle and 
thread it for the H&K flash hider; 
replace the gas-cylinder lock and 
modify this lock for the new sight; 
replace the stock with an M16 pistol- 
grip design. I would also recommend 
using a 130-grain, 7.62mm NATO, 
low-recoil round with a velocity of 
around 2,450fps. This round would 
hit hard at 400 meters, penetrate 
body armor with ease, and give 
reduced recoil. Yes, 1 am talking 
about a Magnum AK round. 

’ The XM14 conversion concept 
came because two individuals looked 
at the problem from the user’s angle, 


Its detractors depend largely on 
undocumented war stories and in- 
valid comparisons to a menagerie 
of animals ranging from wood- 
chucks to venison. Experiences 
with animals cannot be correlated 
with effects on human targets. The 
combat tales range from “my 
friend was hit with an M16 rico- 
chet and he failed to notice it” (a 
spent .458 Magnum projectile 
might even fail to break the skin), 
to the more colorful “this VC was 
coming at me so I emptied the 
magazine in his chest, but he 
failed to go down.” More often 
than not these latter stories are an 
understandable rationalization 
from a very frightened individual 
who panicked and scored not one 
hit. How much more face-saving it 
is afterwards to blame the weapon. 

Do modern military small-arms 
technologists design weapons sys- 
tems without regard for the user? 
Not hardly. The users themselves 
set the specifications, and the de- 
signers devote their careers to 
meeting these requirements. In the 
United States, military users 
formulate what is called a Mission 
Essential Need Statement, which 
in turn elicits a response by the de- 
velopers. The process continues 
with a series of reviews in which 
the users cast the deciding vote. 
Occasionally, the developers do 
produce a design on their own ini- 
tiative. However, if user interest is 
not forthcoming, as has been the 
case with the excellent Dover Devil 


not that of a design engineer or 
chairbound weapons expert. Miller 
and I used a minimum of materials, 
taking as many as we could get from 
the existing supply system. We 
couldn’t cover every angle, but we did 
try to use common sense to find a 
direct, simple, inexpensive solution to 
the problem. 

After we showed our RDF design to 
a few really sharp small-arms 
specialists, they all answered: “It 
makes good sense. It’s practical. It’s 
needed. It’s cheap. Therefore, it will 
never go.” Unfortunately, I know 
enough about arms procurement to 
be afraid their fear may be true. 
However, if I were in the Rapid 
Deployment Force headed for the 
Middle East, I’d choose the RDF M14 
over the “mouse gun” any day. 
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.50-caliber machine gun, the proposal 
simply dies. These lengthy procedures 
are not required by good old boys like 
Hackathorn and Miller. They just sit 
around the cracker barrel and have 
“drizzles.” 

No country relies more heavily on 
direct user feedback than Israel, 
which has been at war for 40 years in 
the very desert that Hackathorn 
maintains will demonstrate the 
5.56mm’s total inadequacy. The Is- 
raeli army uses the Galil rifle in 
5.56mm NATO. No less a personage 
than Israel Galili, his country’s 
leading small-arms designer, has 
emphatically stated that the Israeli 
army has no interest whatever in a 
7.62mm battle rifle. The South 
Africans, also engaged in a fierce 
struggle for survival, have recently 
switched from the 7.62mm to the R4 
(Galil) in 5.56mm. 

John Miller is an excellent and 
highly touted gunsmith, and de- 
servedly so. But his “RDF” rifle is 
well-executed step backwards. Ac- 
knowledging that I am not one of 
Hackathorn’s “really sharp small- 
arms specialists,” since I disagree 
with his entire thesis, it remains my 
contention that the 7.62mm NATO 
caliber will have a continued, healthy 
existence in roles for which it has 
always been best suited: as a medium 
machine gun and long-range sniping 
cartridge. 
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ONS AND SIMS SHALE, 
CAMBS OF THE SOVIET UNION 
BY AVRAHAM SHIFRIN 
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THE FIRST GUIDEBOOK TO PRIS- 
ONS AND CONCENTRATION 
CAMPS OF THE SOVIET UNION. By 
Avraham Schifrin. New York: Bantam 
Books. June 1982. 416 pp. 176 maps, 
photographs and drawings. $6.95. 
Review by William Guthrie. 
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HE Soviet Consulate stiffed me. 
The Soviet Embassy stiffed me. 

Two different offices of the Russian 
news agency, TASS, stiffed me. 

The bright, personable, young woman 
who answered the phone at the State 
Department’s USSR Desk just giggled 
when I asked her if there would be any 
representatives of the Soviet government 
who would answer some non-hostile 
questions about this book. 

Seriously, gentle reader, does this 
sound like a question you could not 
reasonably answer without getting your- 
self in trouble with the KGB: 

Schifrin says it is legal to visit certain 
parts of every labor camp and prison in 
the Soviet Union; is that true? What 
trouble could occur if a foreign tourist 
visited a Soviet penal facility? America 
incarcerates a disproportionate number 
of blacks and hispanics; is there any 
comparable imbalance in the Soviet pris- 
on system, say, between Ural-Altaic or 
Sino-Tibetan-speaking peoples and 
Russian-speaking westerners? 

Those are damned reasonable ques- 
tions, especially considering that I was 
dealing with a bunch of godless com- 
munists and, working at SOF, I wasn’t 
gaining any points by being nice to the 
Sovs. About as bad as I got was: Ac- 
cording to Schifrin, the late Russian dic- 
tator Nikita Khrushchev said he was go- 
ing to close all labor camps in the ’50s. 
Why didn’t that happen? What percent- 
age of the Soviet population is held in 
penal facilities on any one day? Is it true 
that a lot of dangerous jobs, like nuclear 
submarine maintenance, uranium min- 
ing and refinement and the industrial 
production of asbestos, are done at 
Soviet labor camps? 

Why won’t the Soviet government 
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GUIDEBOOK 


SOF Tours Workers ’ 


Paradise 


even confess that it knows about 
Schifrin’s First Guidebook to the 
USSR? The KGB may be a lot of things, 
but being ill-informed is not one of 
them. Wouldn’t it seem reasonable that 
since this book has already been through 
a Swiss edition and is now being publish- 
ed in America that the Soviet govern- 
ment might at least deny Schifrin’s dam- 
ning charges? 

The root of Russian silence about this 
book and its subject, the torture and 
enslavement of large part of the popula- 
tion of the USSR, may be the legendary 
Russian paranoia that every scrap of in- 
formation may be of vital strategic im- 
portance: Did you know that one of the 
most desired objects a Western tourist 
can give a Soviet citizen is a map of his 
own country, because no maps printed 
in the USSR give true positions or true 
distances between cities (so enemy 
bombers can’t use road-maps as guides 
to targets)? Irrational fear may be one 
cause for avoidance of any official 
notice of this book, but — having read it 
— it would be easy to guess that what- 
ever replaces normal human ‘‘guilt’’ ina 
Soviet bureaucrat might cause him to 
want to forget he had ever heard of 
Avraham Schifrin. 

This is not a particularly ‘‘enjoyable’’ 
book, and it is, generally, quite dry. The 
writings of Anne Frank, Henri Charriere 
and Alexander Solzhenitsyn evoke a 
more universal human response than 
The First Guidebook and are all certain- 
ly destined to fame beyond the time that 
the Guidebook will be known, but for 
this time Avraham Schifrin’s work could 
be more important. 

The original Russian title is Putevodi- 
tel’ po Lagyeryam, Tyur’mam i Psy- 
Khiatricheskim Tyur’mam v SSSR: A 
Tourist Directory Through Camps, 
Prisons, and Psychiatric Prisons in the 
USSR. Part of the reason that the book 
in and of itself is so dry is that it is sim- 
ply an annotated list of Russian correc- 
tional facilities. There are anecdotes of 
those who have been imprisoned and 
those who have visited prisons, but not 
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enough to make this book the same kind 
of newsstand hit as The Gulag Ar- 
chipelago. But it is important for us to 
understand that The First.Guidebook is 
not trying to be anything like Solzhenit- 
syn’s work, and that for many purposes, 
it is a better book than Gulag. 

Solzhenitsyn’s book is a_ literary 
lighthouse: a flashy warning against the 
hidden evil of totalitarian governments, 
but The First Guidebook is a small sun 
by which the curious and the dedicated 
can seek out the truth. 

The First Guidebook gives an over- 
whelming amount of hard information 
for its size, and most of it is as useful as 
it is surprising: 

‘‘A large monument of Lenin located 
near the Finland Station and the Fin- 
lyandskii vokzal metro station marks the 
spot where the revolutionary leader gave 
his first speech in Russia following his 
return from the West in 1917. All 
tourists who visit Leningrad are there- 
fore taken to observe this historic site. 
From here, the tour bus usually drives 
along Arsenal’naya Quay, passing a 


’ massive stone wall on the right. The 


guide will announce, ‘This is a card- 
board factory.” What he will neglect to 
say, however, is that the workers at the 
factory are also prisoners of the in- 
famous Kresty Prison located behind the 
same wall. The official name and mail- 
ing address of the prison is Sledstvennyi 
Izolyator 45/1,”’ 

Repeatedly Schifrin shows us the 
other side of what Intourist (the Russian 
tourist bureau) wants us to see. 

We are shown the great public works 
of Russia, built with the sweat and blood 
of people enslaved for acts and words 
that we assume are the basic rights of 
man: the Baikal-Amur Railway, Krasno- 
yarsk logging industry, palatial KGB of- 
fices in remote Vorkuta, Volga-Don 
Canal, Intourist Hotel in Bukhara, cute 
carved bears and painted wooden bowls 
and spoons some buy so innocently in 
souvenir shops as ‘‘folk art,’’ the 
Kuibyshev-Moscow pipeline on which 
the author worked as a prisoner and 
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through which passes the oil some of our 
allies buy so eagerly ... the list is ex- 
haustive. If half of what Schifrin says is 
true, an enormous part of the Russian 
gross national product must proceed di- 
rectly from slave labor. 

One of the questions the Russians 
could have answered if they had talked 
would have been: With such a large part 
of the economy dependent on nearly all- 
profit forced labor, doesn’t the ‘‘nor- 
mal’’ economy suffer from this unfair 
competition to the point that it can never 
develop either the labor force or the 
technical and administrative skills to 
achieve ‘‘business-as-usual’’ industry 
and begin the economic recovery of the 
Soviet Union? It’s sort of a hostile ques- 
tion, but it does define the flaw at the 
heart of this system. The Soviets will 
never recover economically as long as 
theirs is a slave industry. The American 
South showed that well enough. It lost 
the war with the North because of simple 
incapacity to compete economically. 
Schifrin’s book is a plea for the Western 
world to stop giving the external support 
the Russian forced-labor economy needs 
for existence. 

What lifts this book above the rest of 
the genre of prison literature is that it is a 
detailed, forceful invitation for anyone 
in the world — including the Soviet gov- 
ernment — to look for himself. This is 
not ‘‘Dragnet’’ and the names have not 
been changed to protect anyone. Mailing 
addresses are listed, superintendents are 
named, guards are pictured — and if 
that were not enough — the whole penal 
system is plotted on a large map of 
Russia; detailed maps are given of 
regions and cities, and for most prisons 
information is given on how to get there 
by public transportation. 

Solzhenitsyn’s Gulag may be more 
emotionally engaging and better “‘lit- 
erature,’’ but Milton’s idea of the great- 
est rhetoric being ‘‘truth unvarnished’’ 
may show why Schifrin has written a 
better book. Solzhenitsyn introduces us 
privately, through the back door, to a 
world of suffering and horror that is 
largely personal and almost entirely un- 
substantiated, except by individual testi- 
mony of people convicted of crimes in 
their own land. Schifrin’s book gives lit- 
tle to exercise our sentiments, because he 
wants us and the world to know, not 
feel, the world’s biggest human-rights 
problem. The First Guidebook to Pris- 
ons and Concentration Camps of the 
Soviet Union is a much greater book 
than its sales will probably indicate, but 
I hope that Soldier of Fortune readers 
will do what they can to support Avra- 
ham Schifrin’s brave and arduous at- 
tempt to expose Soviet tyranny. If you 
want a good Russian souvenir, buy this 
book, not a slave-carved toy. 
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ABOVE: Rebellious 
Ukrainians — who 
joined Germans rather 
than live under 
communist rule — short 
on rations but given 
extra portion of prisons 
and labor camps, each 
represented by dot. 
Courtesy Bantam Books 
LEFT: Carter’s Olympic 
embargo may have kept 
this bear’s family home: 
Desperate for hard 
currency for foreign 
trade, Russians sell ‘‘folk 
art’’ made by prisoners 
in forced-labor camps. 
Photo: Bantam Books 
BELOW: Avraham 
Schifrin: author in 
Russia (left) and Israel 
(right). Photo: Bantam 
Books 
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A lumbered down the dusty road 
outside Kontum City on the morn- 
ing of 2 May 1972. Although the M41 
tank had been built in America, its oc- 
cupants were North Vietnamese (NVA) 
who had captured it and were using it 
against U.S. and ARVN units falling 
back to Kontum. 

That morning, Army Warrant Officer 
Carroll W. Lain ‘‘made history,’’ ac- 
cording to the U.S. Army Missile Com- 
mand (MICOM) at Redstone Arsenal, 
Ala., when he touched off one of six 
TOW (tube-launched, optically-tracked, 
wire-guided) missiles carried by his heli- 
copter. The missile destroyed its target. 
Later in the morning, missiles reduced 
three other enemy tanks to rubble. 

The Redstone ‘‘package’’ had arrived 
in Kontum. 

MICOM credits Lain with being ‘‘the 
first American soldier to fire an Ameri- 
can guided missile in combat.’’ Ameri- 
can soldiers had fired some French- 
developed ENTAC wire-guided missiles 
early in the war, but the TOW was the 
first American wire-guided missile to be 
used. Many other Americans would fire 
TOWs in the following weeks. 

During May and June of 1972, the 
two TOW-firing helicopters (the only 
two in existence and still technically pro- 
totypes) fired 81 missiles in combat 
around Kontum, destroying 24 tanks, 
several armored personnel carriers, 
trucks, machine-gun positions, artillery 
pieces, bunkers, a rocket-launching site, 
an ammunition dump, a wooden bridge 
and various other point targets, for a 
total of 47 kills. 

One of approximately 17 members of 
the TOW team (later to be designated 
the Ist Airborne TOW Team) was an 
Army civilian engineer, Hugh McInnish, 
from the TOW project office at Red- 
stone Arsenal. Only 10 days before the 
tank engagements of 2 May, MclInnish 
had traveled to Tan Son Nhut from Red- 
stone with the two TOW choppers, mis- 
siles, men and equipment. 

Almost immediately after arriving on 
24 April 1972 in C-141s, McInnish and 
the TOW team began to prepare the heli- 
copters for flight and to install the 
XM-26 (the airborne TOW) systems. 

The TOW-support crew began cram 
courses to teach Army aviators to use 
the stabilized missile sight and its con- 
trols. The Army aviators learned quickly 
and, as a graduation exercise, fired two 
missiles each from the special choppers. 

Original plans called for the TOW 
choppers to fight in the battle in pro- 
gress at An Loc. These plans were 
changed on 28 April. 

The team was ordered to head north, 
not south to the Delta. The destination 
would be Camp Holloway, just outside 
Pleiku in Vietnam’s central highlands. 
The choppers left, followed by the rest 
of the crew and equipment in C-130s. 

A major attack on Kontum was ex- 
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U.S. Engineer Mercs 
Make NVA Special 


Delivery 


Text & Photos by John Park 


pected. The day the TOW team reached 
Vietnam, the NVA had overrun Tan 
Canh, northwest of Kontum, and heavy 
fighting was reported at firebases at the 
northern and western approaches to the 
provincial capital. 

In addition to conventional infantry 
assaults, the NVA was deploying Soviet 
armor — T-54 medium tanks and PT-76 
amphibious tanks. 

The battle saw the first combat firing 
by the TOW-armed helicopters which 
were actually prototypes (hence the ‘‘X’’ 
prefix in XM26) tested at Redstone Ar- 
senal from 1966 to 1968 and later dem- 
onstrated for possible sale in Germany. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


John Park has been a reporter with 
several newspapers in northern Ala- 
bama and a contributor to the Asso- 
ciated Press and other wire services. 
Park’s military service included a 
tour of duty with the 4th Infantry Di- 
vision at Camp Enari in Pleiku, 
RVN. He was also assigned with Red- 
stone Arsenal Munitions Center and 
School in Huntsville, Ala. Park holds 
a B.A. degree in English literature 
and is now trying his hand at free- 
lance writing. 
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After the European demonstration, 
the Hueys had returned to the U.S. 
where most of the weaponry was re- 
moved and stored. Then the choppers 
began another series of tests at Ft. 
Lewis, Wash. 

TOW was not used in Vietnam then 
simply because of the absence of North 
Vietnamese armor. In fact, according to 
Gen. William C. Westmoreland’s book, 
A Soldier Reports, before the 1972 
Easter offensive, enemy armor had been 
reported only on two occasions — at the 
Lang Vei Special Forces camp in 1968 
during the siege of Khe Sanh (see ‘‘Ar- 
mor in the Wire,’’ SOF, November ’79) 
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PACK AGE 
TO KONTUM 


and at Ben Het in Kontum Province the 
following year. 

Another unusual feature of the mis- 
sion was the speed of deployment. From 
the moment Hugh McInnish at Redstone 
was notified on 12 April 1972 that the 
Department of the Army wanted to 
‘send to another location the same 
‘package’ we sent to Germany last year’’ 
to the time the TOW arrived at Ton Son 
Nhut Airbase, only 10 days passed. 
McInnish said later that when the re- 
creation of the Germany demonstration 
was mentioned ‘‘at another location,”’ 
he was offered ‘‘a real target.”’ 

Yet another unusual feature of the 


Early version of UH-1B helicopter firing 
TOW missile (extreme left). Note single 
launch tube. Later models used three-tube 
launcher on each side. 


mission was the use of civilian Army 
employees, like McInnish, in the deploy- 
ment and as technical advisers in com- 
bat. The reason was simple — civilians, 
having tested the prototype, knew how it 
worked. No Army personnel had ever 
fired a TOW from a helicopter. 

The TOW team began its mission with 
the tank kills on 2 May 1972. 

McInnish described a mission in 
which a TOW chopper spotted a sus- 
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After almost two months of heavy fighting, 
much of Kontum City was reduced to: ° 
rubble. 
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tank car ne not all McInnish 
. He saw the rubble that had 
nce been ‘the provincial capital — a 


sight he ‘swears he'll never forget. 


everywhere. And there were lots of 
bones. At one spot, all that remained of 
what used to be an NVA soldier was a 
small plastic bag containing a rice ra- 
tion — the body was gone. 

“¥ don’t think there was a 
square inch in the entire area 
that wasn’t marked by a hit 
from a bullet, bomb or frag- 

ment,’’ McInnish said. 
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Remarkably, the TOW team suffered 


no casualties during the heavy helicop- 
ter-tank engagements. ‘‘We did take 
quite a bit of sporadic mortar and rocket 
fire but nothing real close. One night |! 
thought for a moment we’d taken a 
direct hit. Windows rattled, plaster 
cracked and the building shook violent- 
ly, but it turned out to be the result of a 
sapper who blew an ammo dump. It was 
five miles away,’’ McInnish said. 

A discussion of the use of the TOW by 


ee SS. 
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McInnish stands beside ‘‘scoreboard’’ on 
side of TOW-firing UH-1B ‘‘Huey”’ outside 
Kontum City in 1972 after weeks of 
helicopter-tank engagements. 


Brigadier Gen. William J. Maddox, di- 
rector of Army aviation, at the Penta- 
gon on 27 June 1972 included these com- 
ments: 
“The Ar- 


my attack Continued on page 78 


TOW EPILOGUE 


As an epilogue to the TOW mis- 
sion to Kontum, Hugh McInnish tells | 
this story: 

Circumstances surrounding the use 
of the TOW missile in the central 
highlands, for security reasons were 
kept partially under wraps for about 
a year, after which time the story of 
the missile’s deployment and use ap- 
peared in an Army publication. 

Shortly after its publication, McIn- 
nish received a letter from a man he’d 
never met. The letter’s author identi- 
fied himself as an Army major, as- 
signed to the Pleiku-Kontum area in 
May and June of 1972. The officer 
briefly described how he had been 
trapped by fire from three NVA 
tanks that were rapidly approaching 
his position, until he finally made 
radio contact with air support which 
turned out to be one of the TOW 
gunships. It destroyed the three at- 
tacking tanks. 

In the letter, the writer said that he 
never really knew the circumstances 
surrounding the air support that he 
had received until he read the Army 
publication. He had not known how, 
or to whom, he could express his per- 
sonal appreciation. 

It was a simple letter of thanks. 

After MclInnish related the inci- 
dent, he looked at the faded docu- 
ment for a while without speaking. 
— J.P. 
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New-Age 
Electronics War 
Games Make NATO 


Nightmare 
Come True 
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- NOW your enemy,” 

has been sound 
military advice since the 
dawn of history. Accord- 
ingly, the U.S. Army is 
now pitting its stateside 
combat units against a 
“Soviet” motorized rifle 
regiment that looks, 
thinks, and fights like the 
real thing. Better yet, 
these war-game exercises 
conducted at the National 
Training Center in the 
Mojave Desert at Fort Ir- 
win, Calif., provide what 
must be the closest 


simulation of combat 
short of real bullets and 
real blood. 

The ‘“‘Russians” in this 
case are members of a 
1,000-man unit equipped 
with Soviet-style tanks, 
armored personnel car- 
riers and self-propelled 
artillery. The “32nd 
Guards Motorized Rifle 
Regiment” was specially 
trained last year to ma- 
neuver and fight in strict 
accordance with known 
Soviet doctrine, and in 
units approximating 
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ABOVE: Scout/messenger 
on desert-painted Honda 
impersonates Soviet 
battlefield motorcyclist. 
LEFT: VISMOD Sheridan 
becomes Soviet BMP APC 
with Sagger missile 
launcher and simulated 
73mm cannon. 


JULY/82 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


Soviet tables of organi- 
zation and equipment 
(TO&Es) for tank, motor- 
ized rifle, and artillery 
battalions. 

To enhance realism, 
the regiment comes com- 
plete with several actual 
Soviet armored vehicles 
— MT-LB armored per- 
sonnel carriers. A dozen 
more Soviet armored 
fighting vehicles, in- 
cluding a T-62 tank, more 
MT-LBs, and a GAZ 42-ton 
field car sit in the regi- 
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ment’s armor park. Maj. 
Michael Williams, the Ft. 
Irwin public affairs officer 
(PAO), won’t talk about 
how or where the Army 
acquired its Soviet armor, 
but Israel and Egypt have 
to be considered obvious 
sources. 

The bulk of 32nd 
Guards’ armor, however, 
consists of M551 
Sheridan cavalry/ 
reconnaissance tanks in- 
geniously modified to 
simulate Soviet T-72 


tanks, BMP infantry com- 
bat vehicles, ZSU- 

23/4 self-propelled anti- 
aircraft guns, and 122mm 
M-1974 self-propelled 
howitzers. Modified M-880 
Dodge pickup trucks dou- 
ble for Soviet BRDM ar- 
mored reconnaissance/ 
anti-tank vehicles. 

The visual effect of 
these modifications is im- 
pressive, especially ata 
distance. As one 32nd 
Guards officer put it, “We 
look pretty good to any- 


body watching us deploy 
at 500 meters.” That was 
probably an understate- 
ment. Viewed from the 
front in assault formation, 
the 32nd Guards regiment 
looks like a NATO 
nightmare come true. 

The regiment, common- 
ly referred to as OPFOR 
(for Opposing Forces), 
was trained by a team 
from the Red Thrust 
detachment at Ft. Hood. 
Red Thrust is the Army’s 
program to familiarize 
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‘combat units with Soviet 


tactical doctrine and or- 
ganization, and to assist 
in establishing realistic 

OPFORs. 

But the Soviet-style 
motorized rifle regiment 
is only part of the unique 
training experience of- 
fered in the California 
desert northeast of 
Barstow. 

The real innovation is 
something called MILES 
(Multiple Integrated Laser 
Engagement System). 
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Simply put, it eliminates 
the “bang, bang, you’re 
dead” syndrome of all 
past war games. Troops 
and vehicles zapped in 
Ft. Irwin’s war games 
don’t need an umpire to 
relay the bad news. Just 
how this feat is accom- 
plished is a marvel of 
electronic wizardry. 
Every soldier and every 
vehicle fighting it out on 
the National Training 
Center’s Rhode !sland- 
sized expanse of desert 


Current USSR- 
issue GAZ 42-ton 
field car in 
Russian non- 
camouflage sand- 
yellow supplies 
OPFOR 
mechanized 
infantry. 


ABOVE: Amphibious, wheeled Russian APC 
designated BTR-60PB brandishes coaxial-mount 
7.62mm PKT and heavy 14.5 KPV machine guns. LEFT: 
Tanker sleeps on Russian T-72, latest Warsaw Pact 
main battle tank. LOWER LEFT: APC crewman checks 
and performs light maintenance on M113 after tank 
“battle.” LOWER RIGHT: Between battles “Red” tank 
crewmen pose next to T-72. Wearing replica Russian 
tanker berets, crewmen perform routine field 


maintenance. 


is equipped with laser 
sensors that register hits 
and near misses from the 
laser-equipped weapons 
carried by both sides. 
Weapons modified to 
date to fire laser beams 
include the M16A1 rifle, 
M60 machine gun, Dra- 
gon anti-tank missile, 
LAW anti-tank rocket, M2 
machine gun, TOW anti- 
tank missile, M85 ma- 
chine gun, 105mm tank 
cannon, and the 7.62mm 
coaxial machine gun. 


To signal kills, an elec- 
tronic box the size of a 
cigarette pack is attached 
to the back of each sol- 
dier’s helmet. When any 
of the button-sized sen- 
sors on his helmet and 
web gear are struck bya 
laser beam, the electronic 
box emits a steady buzz 
or squeal that can only be 
silenced by removing a 
key from the laser firing 
device on his M16. 

A Department of the 
Army circular on MILES 
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LEFT: Heavy-weapons crew warm with coffee 
and sun in desert gully. Note red-lensed lights to 
prevent night detection and simulated-hit/imiss 
sensors on band around helmets. BELOW: 
Concertina-wired armor park with Soviet T-62, 
MTLB APC in background. BOTTOM: Ugly as the 
real thing, VISMOD Sheridan/BMP-1 mechanized 
infantry combat vehicle threateningly flaunts 
mock-ups of Sagger anti-tank missile and 
smooth-bore 73mm gun. Tube bundle behind 
Sagger is Hoffman simulator. 


ce ee ee er rae 

describes the sequence tacular night tank battle, 

as follows: a young trooper of the 
1.Soldier presses trigger, 5th Infantry Division 
firing blank cartridge. (Mechanized) was driving 

2. Detector senses kill! or your SOF correspondent 
near miss. across a seemingly empty 

3. Buzzer gives desert to brigade head- 
continuous tone for kill. quarters in a jeep. Sud- 

4.Weapon key from denly, his helmet box 
“killed” M16 squealed. 
transmitter shuts off “Sniper, I’m dead,” he 
buzzer and deactivates said. It sent a chill 
M16 rifle. through us both. 

5. Controller (umpire) key Tanks and other ar- 
reactivates M16 rifle mored vehicles also carry 
and restores basic laser sensors strapped to 
ammunition Joad. turrets and vehicle sides. 
That is the book de- These sensors record on- 

scription. In the field, ly hits from weapons — 

MILES imposes a mea- tank cannon or missiles, 

sure of the uncertainty, for example — capable of 

stress and finality of knocking out armor. A hit 
combat. Example: The triggers a loud buzzer and 
morning after a spec- activates a strobe light 
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fixed to the top of the 
vehicle. At the end of the 
aforementioned night 
tank battle, the desert 
floor was a sea of 
flashing strobe lights and 
silenced dark hulks. 
Future tank battles, like 
those during the 1973 
Arab-Israeli war, are going 
to be very lethal affairs 
indeed. 

Artillery fire in the Na- 
tional Training Center ex- 
ercises is conducted via 
radio. Battery command- 
ers simulate fire at tar- 
gets designated by for- 
ward observers. The tar- 
get grid coordinates or 
grid squares are then 
relayed to observer/ 
umpires attached to the 
unit under fire. The bat- 
tery commander also in- 
dicates the number and 
type of incoming rounds. 
The observers toss ar- 
tillery simulators and con- 
sult probability tables to 
determine casualties. The 
indicated number of 
troops and vehicles are 
then “killed” by the 
observer umpires who 
carry laser firing devices 
set for small arms, tank 
cannon, or anti-tank 
guided missiles. 

To complicate the exer- 
cises and add realism, 
battles also feature elec- 
tronic jamming, occa- 
sional resorts to simu- 
lated chemical, biological 
and nuclear weapons, 
plus direct air support 
missions flown out of 
Nellis Air Force Base in 
Nevada. 

By the end of 1982, the 
NTC battlefield wil! be 
electronically linked to a 
computerized command 
center that will permit the 
colonels and generals to 
monitor their units in ac- 
tion and to see clearly 
how and why things went 
wrong. Strategically fo- 
cated television monitors 
and roving camera teams 
will even permit video- 
tape replays of the action 
within hours of the end of 
each engagement. 

No other army in the 
world has anything like 
the National! Training 
Center simulation and the 
Pentagon obviously be- 
lieves it is worth every 
penny of the $110 million 
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per year being spent on 
these war games. 

By 1984, when the NTC 
program is scheduled to 
be operating at full 
capacity, 42 armored and 
mechanized infantry 
battalions plus 21 brigade 
headquarters and 
attached support units 
will cycle through Ft. 
Irwin each year. 

What SOF saw on 20 
and 21 February is a 
sample of what they can 
expect. 

The Ft. Irwin Military 
Reservation was selected 
as the NTC site because 
it is the only military base 
in the continental United 
States large enough to 
permit multi-battalion 
armor battles and live 
firing of every 
conventional weapon in 
the Army inventory in 
three directions. 

Most of the NTC is 
high desert country 
broken by arid mountains 
and lava rock 
outcroppings. Level, 
featureless basins and 
rolling sand hills provide 
ideal tank ground. 
Rainfall averages less 
than two inches per year, 
and temperatures range 
from 110 degrees on 
summer days to sub- 
freezing winter nights. 
Depending on the time of 
year, stiff winds and 
blowing sand are 
constant irritants. The 
reservation’s northern 
boundary is anly 10 miles 
from Death Valley. 

Excepting its garrison 
and visiting troops in 
training, the NTC is 
populated exclusively by 
coyotes, snakes, lizards, 
ground squirrels and an 
assortment of crawling 
and flying bugs only an 
entomologist could love. 

A “brigade slice” of the 
5th Infantry Division — 
(Mechanized) had flown 
into nearby Norton Air 
Force Base from Ft. Polk, 
La., on 17 February. 
Dubbed the Blue Force, 
the 5th Mech. contingent 
included the 3rd Bn./11th 
Inf. (Mech.), the 3rd 
Bn./70th Armor, 2nd 
Brigade headquarters, 
and all brigade support 
troops including artillery, 
medical, signals, military 


intelligence, military 
police, chemical, combat 
engineers, and supply. 

Bussed to Ft. Irwin, the 
5th Mech. picked up its 
“pre-positioned” tanks, 
APCs, trucks, and other 
vehicies and heavy 
equipment just as it 
would if flown to Europe 
to reinforce NATO. 

Once in the field, the 
Blue Force was quickly 
engaged by the attacking 
OPFOR, the elite 32nd 
Guards Motorized Rifle 
Regiment. At noon on 20 
February, the situation 
was this: 

The two 5th Mech. line 
battalions were holding a 
pass known as “the plug” 
and the adjacent 
ridgelines on either side. 
The larger, eastern ridge 
was commonly known as 


“the whale” after its 
humpbacked shape. 

An armored assault 
that morning by the 32nd 
Guards’ two motorized in- 
fantry battalions and one 
tank battalion had been 
stopped cold. The lead 
companies of T-72s and 
BMPs had been shot to 
pieces. Losses of up to 
95 percent — mostly to 
highly accurate fire from 
the 5th Mech’s M60A1 
tanks — had been in- 
flicted on the 32nd 
Guards’ lead assault 


elements. Staff officers at 


32nd Guards head- 
quarters were calling the 
5th Mech., ‘“‘the best 
we've seen.” 

* Reconnaissance and 


planning were underway 
for a new effort by the 
32nd Guards (since 
strengthened by “replace- 
ment” of its losses in 
men and vehicles) to 
seize the whale and break 
through the plug. This 
time, the attack would go 
in at night. 

The first plan called for 
a surprise strike under 
cover of darkness by a 
single motorized rifle bat- 
talion advancing along 
two axes converging on 
the whale. But the heavy 
losses of the morning 
and a fuller appreciation 
of the strength of the 
Blue Force’s defensive 
positions dictated a 
change in strategy. 

The revised orders 
called for an all-out 
assault by the entire 


Awaiting action, Soviet 
T-72 shows smooth-bore, 
gas-extracted 125mm gun 
surmounted by Hoffman 
simulator capable of laying 
smoke, imitating cannon 
fire in exercises. 
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regiment aimed only at 
overrunning the whale. A 
dismounted infantry 
platoon would be sent 
forward first to clear and 
mark lanes through the 
whale’s protective 
minefield. Meanwhile, a 
diversionary flanking 
attack staged by a mixed 
company of T-72s and 
BMPs would attempt to 
draw some defenders off 
the whale. 

The 32nd Guards’ main 
force of three battalions 
echeloned in successive 
waves would move off the 
line of departure at 2400 
hours. Massed Soviet ar- 
tillery would pound the 
whale, and the regiment’s 
18 self-propelled 122mm 
guns would provide direct 
fire on the objective at 
1,000 meters’ range as 
the T-72s and BMPs 
assaulted: The archetypal 
Russian steamroller, little 
changed in concept since 
the 1944-45 period when 
it ground the Wehrmacht 
to bits. The 5th Mech., 
good as it was, was 
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deemed to have little 
chance of holding. 

As dusk fell on Blue 
Force headquarters at the 
2nd Brigade’s tactical op- 
erations center (TOC), 5th 
Mech. staff officers were 
confident they had done 
everything possible to 
prepare for the assault 
their intelligence had 
predicted. Long-range 
recon patrols dug in and 
well camouflaged on 
peaks far forward of the 
whale were sending ina 
steady stream of reports 
on the Soviet armor mov- 
ing below. Screens of 
tanks and M113 APCs 
had been thrown out to 
cushion the Soviet attack, 
identify its approach axis, 
and inflict as many 
casualties as possible. 

All defensive artillery 
fire had been plotted. 
Extensive minefields 
covering the whale and 
the plug had been laid 
and combat engineers 
had bulldozed a three- 
meter-wide anti-tank ditch 
designed to hold the 


Soviet attack for up to an 
hour while defensive fire 
chopped up the assault 
force. All roads leading to 
the TOC and the brigade 
trains were secured. 
Should a breakthrough 
occur, the support units. 
were prepared to move on 
short notice. 

The final good omen 
for the night was the fact 


that the usual Soviet elec- 


tronic jamming was hav- 
ing little success in dis- 
rupting the 5th Mech.’s 
radio communications. 

Thanks to Capt. 
Douglas Sams, the 2nd 
Brigade’s PAO, SOF 
would have the desert 
equivalent of a ringside 
seat for the coming bat- 
tle. By 2100 hours, our 
two-jeep, six-member par- 
ty had arrived at a point 
about 1,500 meters be- 
hind the plug and the 
whale. We crawled into 
sleeping bags for a few 
hours’ rest on the desert 
floor before the action 
began. 

About 2300 hours, 


flares began lighting up 
the sky over the whale. 
Before long, the deep, 
slow staccato of .50- 
caliber machine-gun fire 
could be heard. More 
flares and more bursts 
from the .50s. Then, the 
distant roar of tank 
engines as the 5th Mech. 
began what looked like 
the movement of reserves 
toward the plug. 

As midnight passed, it 
was apparent that the 
struggle for the whale 
had begun in earnest. The 
flare-illuminated horizon 
was nearly obscured in 
dust clouds churned up 
by the moving armor of 
both sides. Firing was 
now almost continuous. 
And the first strobe lights 
signalling knocked-out 
tanks and APCs could be 
seen through the 
thickening haze of dust. 

For the tankers and 
APC-mounted infantry,. 
this was armored warfare 
in the classic style — El 
Alamein updated, and 
made far more lethal, by 


JULY/82 


Four 
decades of 
Soviet 


armor: 
sand-yellow, 
boxy 
T-34/85, 
European 
dull-green- 
finish T-55 
and T-62, all 
in use but 
in different 
stages of 
obsoles- 
cence. 
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decades of technological 
innovation. 

For others, it was a 
reminder that “those who 
serve also stand and 
wait.” Dug into the side 
of a sand hill, a 
camouflaged M113 
mounting the Vulcan anti- 
aircraft Gatling gun stood 
silent and useless. MILES 
hasn't yet been fitted to° 
Vulcans and, in any case, 
there were no OPFOR 
aircraft or helicopter 
gunships to shoot at. The 
M113 crew stood around, 
cold and bored. 

“Shit, man, we might 
as well be back at Ft. 
Bliss,” muttered one 
trooper. 

Further to the rear, an 
M113-mounted weapons 
platoon equipped with 
81mm mortars answered 
repeated calls for fire 
support from the hard- 
pressed Blue Force 
battalions clinging to the 
whale. 

From this vantage 
point, the age-old “fog of 
battle” took on new 
meaning. The flares, 
firing and constant roar 
of tanks moving on the 
desert floor were 
providing a spectacular 
sound and light show. 
But trying to figure out 
who was winning entailed 
mostly guesswork. 

Shortly after 0200, the 
volume of fire diminished 
sharply. More and more 
armor began moving 
across the flat basin that 
stretched back from the 
whale. Popping parachute 
flares revealed M60 tanks 
and M113 APCs; but was 
the Blue Force retreating 
or merely shifting mobile 
reserves to shore up the 
threatened whale? 

Within minutes, the 5th 
Mech. armor was caught 
in a storm of Soviet 
artillery fire augmented 
by BMPs firing their 
73mm guns from atop the 
whale. Strobe lights 
flashed on all across the 
basin. Soon, only a few 
vehicles were still 
moving. Then they too 
sprouted strobe lights 
and, suddenly, it was 
all over. 

For perhaps an hour, 
the 5th Mech.’s surviving 


armor could be heard 
withdrawing. By 0330, the 
desert was once again 
silent and dark. 

After-action reports 
made clear what had 
happened. The Soviet 
diversionary attack had 
succeeded in drawing 
significant Blue Forces 
off the whale, and out of 
the subsequent main 
battle. Soviet infantry had 
cleared lanes through the 
mine fields and the anti- 
tank ditch had been 
breached in something 
like 10 minutes rather 
than the hour originally 
estimated by Blue Force 
headquarters. 

The assault on the 
whale, massively 
supported by artillery fire, 
had carried the objective 
at 0200. Retreating 5th 
Mech. armor, caught in 
the open in the basin 
behind the whale, was 
shattered by artillery, T-72 
and BMP fire. Whole grid 
squares were saturated 
with direct and indirect 
Soviet fire. The plucky, 
lucky 5th Mech. had been 
flattened by the Soviet 
steamroller. Losses: 
roughly 20 percent for the 
32nd Guards Motorized 
Rifle Regiment and 50 
percent for the routed 5th 
Mech. 

Reporters aren’t 
permitted to sit in on the 
formal after-action 
critiques because the 
Army wants to encourage 
no-holds-barred analysis 
and criticism. Then, too, 
what colonel who led his 


. unit to disaster wants to 


read the messy details in 
a magazine like SOF? 

But it’s obvious that 
the units going up 
against the 32nd Guards 
are learning some 
valuable lessons. The 
three brigades that pre- 
ceded the 5th Mech. units 
at NTC were roughly 
handled by the OPFOR. 
Soviet assault tactics are 
effective, and the use of 
huge artillery con- 
centrations often proves 
devastating. 

Soviet artillery doctrine 
stresses shock and 
saturation rather than 
pinpoint accuracy. When 
the 32nd Guards calls on 


its (fictitious) regimental 
artillery group of up to 
six tube and rocket 
battalions, the designated 
target is frequently an 
entire grid square of 
1,000 meters per side. 
Soviet assault doctrine 
anticipates heavy losses, 
which is why attacks are 
typically echeloned in 
depth. Companies, 
battalions, regiments and 
entire divisions are 
regarded as expendable 
so long as offensive 
momentum is maintained. 


. The Soviets also place 


minimal reliance on radio 
communications that 
might be jammed. Tank 
units, for example, use 
flag signals until enemy 
fire forces them to button 
up. Even then, attacking 
units usually stay off the 
air so frequencies are 
open to receive orders. 

The NTC’s OPFOR also 
strives to provide the 
little touches of realism 
that enhance training for 
the Blue Forces during 
each three-week cycle. 
From time to time, a 32nd 
Guards trooper carrying 
such documents as a 
Soviet army identity 
booklet and membership 
card for the Communist 
Party’s Komsomol youth 
league is left on the 
battlefield to be picked 
up, processed, and 
interrogated as a prisoner 
of war. 

Some 5th Mech. 
troopers proved slow to 
take the hint. Designated 
POWs had to be sent out 
on three successive 
occasions before Ft. 
Polk’s finest stopped 
shooting their prisoners. 
Dead men teil no lies, but 
neither do they reveal 
their unit’s strength, 
position, equipment, 
mission or morale. 

On balance, however, it 
must be said that at least 
some of the despair over 
the fiber of the volunteer 
Army is misplaced. Most 
of the troops that SOF 
met in the desert would 
be a credit to any army. 

As one young 
mortarman in B Co., 3/11 
Inf., put it, “We're the 
best.” Take that, lvan! wy 
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BUSH 
MASTER 


Sharp Edges from the Veld 


Text & Photos by Al J. Venter 


ED Whitfield makes knives — a 

dozen custom-made blades each 
year. They are rare beauties that make 
use of the lore of Africa’s primeval bush 
in which this ascetic man has lived all 
his life. 

The bush provides the material 
which he uses to mould his creations: 
ivory, ebony, tambuti, Rhodesian 
team, the horn of the Cape buffalo and, 

‘occasionally, warthog tusk. The single 
alien element he uses is steel, and by 
the time he’s finished, his knife projects 
a basic, almost atavistic usefulness. 

Whitfield is a man of the bush who 
provides an item for the bush. His 
craftsmanship is in such demand that 
youll probably have to wait five years 
for one of his’ blades. He has recently 
been discovered by American custom- 
knife collectors. 

Whitfield’s knives are not expensive. 
He makes them for his own pleasure. 
Money is a secondary consideration. A 
year ago, his average blade fetched a 
couple of hundred dollars. Now — be- 
cause of demand and the time factor — 
he'll probably charge two to three 
times that, nowhere near the thou- 
sands demanded by Loveless, Lile or 
Lake for some of their better custom- 
made productions. It’s interesting that, 
although he prefers the wild and is little 
influenced by ongoing trends, his quali- 
ty of execution compares favorably 
with many of the productions put out 
by his competition; design, grindwork 
and finish are world class. 

What is surprising is that 46-year-old 
Ted Whitfield has been producing cus- 
tom-made hunting knives for less than 
a decade (he prefers them to fighters 
because there is more likelihood that 
they will be used). In this time he has 
devoted only the hours available each 
evening after his return to camp to 
work on his blades; despite this limited 
time he has achieved near-perfection. 

Ted Whitfield, a full-time senior 
game warden attached to Sartara 
Camp, is a lean, sinewy man with the 
eyes of an African red eagle. Sartara 
Camp is one of the points in the central 
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region of the Kruger Park known for its 
lions and huge herds of plains game, 
including wildebeest, zebra, impala 


-and some of the finest kudu bulls on the 


continent. His superiors in South Afri- 
ca’s Game Department allow Whitfield 
to make only a dozen knives each year, 
and he rarely fills his quota — one of 
the reasons why a blade from Whitfield 
rates among the rarest of contem- 
porary custom-made cutlery. ° 

Whitfield, who is dedicated to the 
bush, admits that the wilds are as 
much a part of his life as the office or 
the workbench is to most other people. 
He candidly declares that even if he 
were able to go into full-time knife- 
making production, he wouldn’t. In a 
quiet, soft-spoken voice, he explained 
to me that it would be foolish to swap 
the expansive African veld for the fac- 
tory floor. Cash is less important than 
peace of mind to him. 

“I’m just not that sort of person,” he 
said gently. 


This Man Of The 
Bush Makes Knives 
For The Bush 


One must handle a few of Whitfield’s 
blades in order to appreciate the 
perfection of his workmanship. Since 
much of his work is done piecemeal 
(usually in the evening or on Sundays), 
it is astonishing that he manages such 
a fine balance between handle and 
blade. Finishes, I found, were excep- 
tional on some of the larger weapons, 
especially on the beautiful, upswept 
lines of the hunter with ivory and 
buffalo-horn scales. 

Originally, Ted Whitfield made all 
his knives on an emery-wheel powered 
by a tiny battery-operated electrical 
motor — there was no other electricity 
in his corner of the bush. All the blades 
had to be finished with fine-grit sand- 
paper. As he explains: “It was a 
hightmare, and it took days to achieve 
any kind of finish.” 


Now that he has moved to Sartara 
Camp, he has electricity “on tap” and 
has adapted all his equipment to the 
new voltage. Much of his machinery is 
improvised; some of it is obviously ag- 
ing hand-me-down. 

His workshop is a tiny tin-roofed 
shack at the end of his garden; in sum- 
mer temperature can go up to 120 de- 
grees Fahrenheit, making work in the 
close confines uncomfortable. 

In steels, he prefers to use 440 C — 
particularly on knives and lockblade 
folders — which he hardens to about 
55 Rockwell. Generally, because of its 
availability in South Africa, he sticks to 
high carbon 01 and sometimes D2. 
Since 01 rusts if not properly cared for, 
he chromes the blade — but as he 
points out, “The edge is not chromed 
and that can dull quickly from rust if 
not treated properly.” 

This man, who prefers conservation 
to hunting, carries a folder he made. 
He told me why: 

“IT used to carry a Puma. But after 
years of use it was pretty well worn out. 
I decided to get another. The way I re- 
member it, that make of factory knife 
should have cost about $12. When I 
priced one in town, I found that any 
kind of replacement would cost me 
more than $40.” 

So, he made one instead. By all ac- 
counts, it still sees regular service and 
looks good. He wears it in a pouch on 
his belt; it has a four-inch blade and a 
handle decorated’ with Whitfield’s 
customary ivory inlay. Overall, the 
knife measures almost eight inches 
when fully extended. 

This knife — like others worn by 
African game rangers — is used for 
many purposes, including dispatching 
an injured buffalo or an old, wounded, 
dying kudu bull which the ranger has 
found on his patrol. 

For heavier work, such as butcher- 
ing and skinning parts off an elephant 
(killed by poachers or dead of natural 
causes), he prefers one of his big 
hunters: “You need a certain amount of 
purchase to get under the skin and 
then lever upwards. Nothing else will 
do,” he explained in characteristically 
serious tones. F 

His background is as interesting as 
his environment, and he has crammed 
much into a few decades of adulthood. 
Ted Whitfield has lived all his life in the 
Eastern Transvaal, not far from the 
Mozambique border. He shot his first 
wildebeest when he was 8, but by the 
time he was 14 he had recovered from 
what he terms, laconically, as “the 
shooting itch.” 

During most of his childhood, Whit- 
field’s father worked in the gold mines 
at nearby Pilgrim’s Rest. In those days, 
the outdoorsman recalls, the bush he 
now works in was “fever country”; 
roads were bad and fences scarce. “But 
I loved it,” he admitted. 
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ABOVE: One of Whitfield’s finest pro- 
ductions — his big fighter, contrasted 
here with leopard skull. Handle is 
African ebony. RIGHT: This magnifi- 
cent hunter has ivory and buffalo- 
horn scales — a collector-class rarity. 
Its steel is 440 C stainless. BELOW: 
Ted Whitfield works in his tiny shop at 
Sartara. He produces only a dozen 
knives a year. Demand has created a 
waiting list already two years’ long. 
His average knife costs only $200. 


JULY/82 


His mother pushed him through 
school, though he had other ideas 
from the start, including one venture in 
which he was determined to prospect 
for diamonds with the Williamson 
group in what was then still known as 
Tanganyika. But “Ma” prevailed and 
young Whitfield completed an appren- 
ticeship as a motor mechanic, “be- 
cause | reckoned if 1 was going to spend 
my life in the bush I might as well learn 
all there was to know about the ve- 
hicles in which I would move about.” 

Although Whitfield has worked in 
government game parks for most of his 
life, he did spend six years as a ranger 
in the Timbavati Game Reserve, whose 
rare albino lions were in the news a few 
years ago. During his tenure in Kruger 
Park, he has been stationed at six out- 
posts; he prefers Sartara. “It’s where 
much of the plains game congregates 
(high-density area) and is beautiful 
throughout the year — even in winter 
when it doesn’t rain.” 

The park supplies much of his decor- 
ative material — except ivory, which 
he obtains privately from a contact 
near the Angolan border in South West 
Africa. For handles he prefers natural 
woods, such as those found in the 
Eastern Transvaal. His best, he says, 
are mopani (a warm, red, dark color), 
black ebony and the deep browns of 
hardekool or leadwood. Wild olive, he 
admits, is popular, but he does not find 
it suitable for the kind of work in which 
his blades will be employed. Whitfield 
also uses buffalo horn and achieves an 
incredibly beautiful black sheen, par- 
ticularly on his folders. He tried hippo 
teeth once or twice which, he says, 
make a finer ivory than elephant tusk. 
By and large, he does not consider 
ivory good handle material. “It’s im- 
practical,” he said. “It cracks when it 
gets wet.” 

It’s interesting that, among other 
duties, Ted Whitfield now handles all 
reloading for Kruger Park hunters dur- 
ing the culling season. Using standard 
MR2 powder, he loads 69 grains of 
powder with a 500-grain bullet for .458 
caliber and 79 grains of MR4 with a 
300-grain bullet for .375 Magnum. For 
you Americans, MR2 powder (South 
African-made) would be equivalent to 
DuPont’s IMR 3031 powder; MR4 
would rate with IMR 4350. (Though 
most hunters prefer to use a larger gun 
on elephant or buffalo, quite a few 
hunters in the park opt for .375 
Magnum for these beasts.) 

Ted Whitfield is an unusual man who 
makes exceptional knives. | am hoping 
to receive my ivory and buffalo-horn 
scaled hunter by 1985. I know it will be 


worth the wait. 
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SAILORS 


Part 1° Merchant 


Marines Sail 
Seven Seas of 
Adventure 


by William P. Mote 


N order to tell what the merchant ma- 

rine is, it is necessary first to say what 
it isn’t: It is neither merchants nor ma- 
rines, but is the seamen and ships of pri- 
vate and government-owned shipping 
companies, worldwide, as well as those 
of the fishing and offshore oil industries. 
Shipping on inland rivers and lakes is 
also a part of the merchant marine. 

The merchant marine can offer either 
full-time careers or short-term employ- 
ment on a variety of types of vessels and 
voyages under a number of flags. Fur- 
thermore, there is no problem of citizen- 
ship while working under foreign flags, 
and Americans are usually welcome. 

_ While the rank structure is quasi- 
naval, discipline is much more relaxed. 
Pay is much higher than in the Navy — 
but when one considers the responsi- 
bilities this is understandable. A Navy 
tanker requires some 250 officers and 
crew. A civilian tanker runs with a crew 
of about 30. It takes more men on the 
bow of a missile cruiser to drop the an- 
chor than there are in the entire deck 
department of a super-tanker! 

One similarity of the merchant marine 
to the world of the mercenary is the 
problem of recruitment. I will deal with 
this in depth next month. Although 
recruitment itself is a problem, once in, 
advancement is unlimited and depends 
only on the ambition of the men and 
women involved. Probably almost all of 
today’s ship masters were on the wrong 
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end of a chipping hammer at some point 
in their careers. 

Pay is excellent, especially when one 
considers that room and board are part 
of the job and free medical attention is 
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William P. Mote has spent the bet- 
ter part of his life at sea. The U.S. 
Navy had him do electronic research 
and cryptography before he took a 
step (down?) as mate/deckhand/ 
cook of an off-shore tug. He has also 
rated as third mate and spent 15 years 
as a radio officer. Taking his own ad- 
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tronics course at the Radio Operators 
Union Institute of Maritime Elec- 
tronics. 

In spite of this foray as a free-lance 
writer, Mote intends to continue sail- 
ing the lucrative seas as a mercenary 
of the peace-time merchant marine. 

— Bill Guthrie 


guaranteed by the Public Health Service. 

I know of no other line of work where 
a dishwasher can make more than $1,000 
a month, plus room and board, plus 
time ashore in interesting foreign ports. 
The pay scales go up with rank. Senior 
officers such as captains or chief 
engineers can earn more than $50,000 a 
year. For six-months’ work and six- 
months’ leave, pay of that kind is worth 
working toward. The rates are lower, of 
course, under foreign flags. The advan- 
tage there, however, is that often no tax 
is withheld nor earnings reported. 

There are several sea-going unions in 
the United States and in most Western 
nations. It is not common to find unions 
on so-called ‘‘flag of convenience’’ 
ships. Union shipping is for the indi- 
vidual who is willing to sacrifice some 
freedom of choice for stability of em- 
ployment. Free-lancing, especially on 
ships of both foreign registry and owner- 
ship, is where the real professional ad- 
venturer can make his mark. 

Some merchant seamen are employed 
by governments. We have the Military 
Sealift Command and the U.S. Army 
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Corps of Engineers; the British have 
their Royal Fleet Auxiliary; the Soviet 
MorFlot is, for all practical purposes, a 
branch of their military. But in all these 
cases the crewmen still remain, at least 
nominally, civilians. 

Thus, the merchant marine has adyen- 
ture, excellent pay, travel, civilian status 
and good chances for advancement. 

The men and women of the merchant 
marine are civilians. In some cases they 
may either be civil-service personnel or 
hold rank in the Navy or Coast Guard 
Reserve. Although officers are en- 
couraged to hold reserve commissions, 
this is not a hard and fast requirement. 
Time spent in the merchant marine does 
not count toward military retirement. 
Retirement from the merchant marine 
yields normal social security and union 
or company pensions. 

To become a seaman, a man must be 
16, and most shipping companies do not 
retain men beyond 70. Exceptions do ex- 
ist, Under recently passed laws, no 
discrimination may be applied to women 
except that the Coast Guard requires 
separate toilet facilities. Women going 
to sea in Europe and Russia are com- 
mon. Today we are beginning to see 
women at sea under American flag 
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vessels and in the various schools listed 
later in this article. 

The men come from all parts of the 
country. Many of the career types enter 
young and stay with one company or 
union through their shipping years. 
Many of the older men do not tie them- 
selves down, may belong to several 
unions or none at all and are more 
sailor-of-fortune types. 

One point to be quickly made: Most 
are not the class-B movie stereotype — 
“the pier nine brawler.’’ Today’s mer- 
chant seaman is generally a well-read 
person, and the majority are sober, 
responsible individuals. Due to the small 
size of the crews, the crewmen them- 
selves, let alone the captain, will not 
long put up with the oddball or misfit. 

The rank structure follows, generally, 
that of the Navy. The jobs have, over 
the years, changed and we no longer see 
“lamp-trimmers,’’ damned few ‘‘coal 
passers’? — even the more traditional 
jobs of yeoman and purser are being 
phased out. Due to the automation of 
the newer ships, other jobs once per- 
formed by men are now done by key- 
punch and computers — some com- 
puters run entire engine rooms. 

Some ratings such as chief mate and 
first assistant engineer, which tradi- 
tionally have not stood watch, have 
become watch-standers. This is due to 


Saving space by separate shipment, SS 
Pittsburgh carries wheeled chassis for haul- 
ing containers by tractor/trailer. Photo: 
Skyfotos 


some of the unions trying to undercut 
one another and agreeing to man the 
ships with fewer men, in order to get 
vessels under their contracts. 

Ship structure is first divided into 
departments. The deck department is 
responsible for navigation, maintenance 
of deck gear, and stowing and discharge 
of cargo. The chief mate has several 
watch-standing mates who are assisted 
by steersmen and lookouts who may al- 
so, during daylight, chip and paint on 
deck. The bosun is like a Navy CPO or 
Army master sergeant. He is, for the 
low-rated men, The Boss. The steersman 
or helmsman is usually an able seaman. 
The ordinary seaman is the lookout and 
represents the entry rating in the deck 
department. 

The engine department is responsible 
for the propelling of the vessel. It is 
presided over by the chief engineer, who 
has assistant engineers under him; they 
both work and stand watch, and are 
assisted by the unlicensed personnel of 
that department: the firemen and oilers. 
Sometimes these men are called QMEDs 
(Qualified Member of the Engine De- 
partment). The entry rating in the engine 
room is called ‘‘wiper.’’ 

The steward’s department is responsi- 
ble for feeding crew and passengers, if 
any. It is headed by the chief steward, 
who may help cook himself or have as 
many as dozens of cooks and bakers un- 
der him in a passenger ship. The entry 
rating here is called food handler — 
which means dishwasher, hash slinger or 
potato peeler. 

One-man departments, answering di- 
rectly to the captain, are: the purser, 
doctor and radio officer (R/O). Pursers 
usually enter the service as pursers. They 
handle the ship’s paper work, write the 
letters, pay the bills and advance the 
crewmen money. If no doctor is carried, 
they look after the sick or injured. 

The doctor at sea is almost extinct, 
since the medical work is now done by 
the purser or chief mate. The few re- 
maining passenger ships do carry MDs. 

The radio officer handles the ship’s 
communications and repairs the elec- 
tronics aboard. This gear increases every 
year. Generally, the R/O enters the ser- 
vice in his specialty. 

The ultimate authority on the vessel is 
the captain: a master mariner, and de 
facto God at sea. The total responsibility 
for the vessel, her cargo and all who sail 
in her are his. He is the senior deck of- 
ficer aboard. He is the most powerful 
person aboard, period, and could legally 
overrule the ship’s owner, if present, in 
an emergency. 

So, times have changed and the jobs 
and men have changed with them. The 
bucko captain and the bully mate, 
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though still in existence, have mostly 
been superseded by men who use a good 
bit of psychology in handling their 
crews. The crew men, in turn, are a bet- 
ter lot than in the ‘‘bad old days.’’ 

Today’s freighter may be the tradi- 
tional ‘‘break bulk’’ or package-carry- 
ing ship. It may be a bulk carrier with a 
cargo of grain or ore. It may be a con- 
tainer vessel, which has holds into which 
trailer boxes are stacked. These 20- or 
40-foot-long boxes carry nearly any 
cargo and unlike palletized or cased 
cargo, are not usually subject to ‘‘stock 
shrinkage’’ while in transit. The roll-on/ 
roll-off ship is a variation of the contain- 
er vessel in which the boxes remain on 
their wheeled chassis and are towed on 
and off the ship rather than being han- 
dled by a crane. 

Giant barge-carrying ships, nearly 
1,000 feet long, can visit as many as 
three or four ports in a day — the old 
standard freighter might spend a week 
or more in port as the coolies heave- 
hoed the cargos ashore. 

Tankers have changed since WWII. 
Now exotic chemicals are carried at sea 
as well as liquid petroleum (LPG) and li- 
quid natural gas (LNG), Special ships re- 
quire special crews, and the training of 
these men is a separate subject. 

The so-called super-tankers of 20 
years ago are just little ones today. Ships 
of a million tons are common, and larger 
and larger vessels are joining the world 
fleets yearly. But as the ships increase in 
size, the size of their crews gets smaller. 
And since one super-whopper tanker can 
replace half a dozen smaller ones, there 
is a corresponding loss in job prospects. 
Also, very few passenger ships are under 
American flag and few freighters still 
carry the traditional passengers. This has 
cut the number of jobs available to ex- 
perienced stewards. 

While the ‘‘glamor”’ and ‘‘romance of 
the sea,’’ if one may call it that, is in the 
big ships, the trend today is toward tug 
and barge transport, at sea and on the 
rivers and lakes in the United States and 
worldwide. The reason is, of course, 
economy. Tugs operate with crews of 
from five to 12. Barges, in most cases, 
carry no crewmen — or two at the most. 

The river ‘‘tow boat’’ is really a 
pusher boat and may surpass the 
horsepower of a seagoing ship. Their 
multiple diesel plants can push as many 
as 40 loaded barges upstream in the 
Mississippi, albeit slowly. Shore leave is 
zero while underway, but the contracts 
here are on a two-week-on/two-week- 
off or similar system. 

Rig-supply vessels are best described 
as large tugs with a work deck for carry- 
ing supplies to oil rigs on the ‘‘patch”’ in 
the Gulf of Mexico, Arabian Gulf, Red 
Sea, North Sea — well, just about any- 


Close but comfortable junior officer 
quarters typical of merchant officer accom- 
modation. Photo: W. P. Mote 
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where. They also have small crews, 
although many are as large as bigger- 
crewed coastal freighters. 

Fishing boats of all types should also 
be mentioned. This is a lucrative field 
when the catch is good and pure hell, 
financially, when it is not. The owners 
and crews are a breed apart — for the 
man with the merc urge who has not 
been born on a fishing boat, I would not 
recommend it. 

Civil-service-manned ships are of the 
same basic, large, seagoing types, 
though the Army Corps of Engineers 
operates dredges and tugs. The NOAA 
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- 
ministration) has ‘‘research’’ ships 


which are also civil-service-manned, and 
there are private research vessels and 
those attached to universities. I’d call 
these types ‘‘sea-going bureaucrats’’ 
rather than sailors-of-fortune. 

Before we look into the mechanics of 
how to join, let’s look closely at jobs the 
new seaman might be doing. 

Ordinary Seaman (OS) is the low man 
on the totem pole. On large sea-going 
ships, he will normally work on a four- 
hour-on and eight-hour-off schedule. 
Exceptions come when‘tying up the ship 
to a pier or during tank cleaning on a 
tanker. If he has the ‘*i2 to 4’’ watch, it 
means both during the day and at night. 
The routine goes something like this: He 
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Radio officer’s closest friend: Sophisticated 
single-operator ship’s radio limits field en- 

trants, guarantees current jobs. Photo: W. 

P. Mote 


eats at 1130 and relieves the other OS at 
the work in hand at five or 10 minutes to 
noon — chipping at rust, painting the 
deck, or maybe helping the bosun splice 
line and learning necessary skills to pass 
the AB (able-bodied seaman) test. He 
works until about 1430 when he makes 
coffee for the 1500 coffee break, then 
has coffee and, at 1530, calls the next 
watch so they can relieve his watch. A 
few minutes before 1600 he is relieved 
and off until 2400. 


As Bill Mote says, there is a 
Catch-22-in getting a job as a civilian 
sailor: You’re supposed to have a 
Z-Card before you can ship out and it 
is technically. impossible to get a 
Z-Card unless you have experience 
working on the water. - 

There are ways around this, of 
course, or the craft of being a mer- 
chant sailor would disappear by attri- 
tion through old age. 

The way I broke through the 
employment barrier was by “‘cat- 
ching a pierhead jump.” 

Somietimes the captain of a vessel is 
desperate for help, usually when one 
or more members of his crew get 
drunk or are arrested and don’ t show 
up by sailing, time. 

In such cases, he will take Whatever 
he can find, and he usually solves his 
problem by calling some place where 
sailors hang out — mainly cheap 
hotels or bars. 

In my case, it was a Sunday and I 
was in Johnny Sansone’s place on 
Broadway in North St. Louis. The 
phone rang and Johnny said to me, a 
friend of mine called the ‘‘Big Dago”’ 
and one other person: “Want work? 
The Harry Truman needs two deck- 
hands arid a mess boy; the union 
hail’s closed; the captain can’t locate 
the agent at home and he’ll take any 
warm bodies.” 

Three of us said in chorus, “Yes, : 

The ‘‘Big Dago’’ was an experi- 
enced deckhand; I was not; and the 

_ third was a pimply-faced youth who 
wanted to be the messboy. 

We marched out to Broadway, 

boarded a streetcar and headed for 
the Foot of Iron Street, where the 
Harry Truman would be putting in to 
pick up barges. 
- We jumped aboard just as the 
vessel was about to pull away, short- 
handed, and were greeted by the 
legendary captain, one “‘Cannonball 
Smith,’” known as one of the 
toughest «and best — skippers on 
the Mississippi River. 

I didn’t know the first thing about 
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At night the OS normally has the first 
hour, from midnight until 0100, on 
**standby”’ in the mess hall. He then is 
on lookout from 0100 until 0300. As 
lookout, he is either on the bow or the 
wing of the bridge, near the wheel 
house. At 0300, he makes coffee for the 
watch coming on at 0400, calls them at 
about 0320 and, after being relieved at 
0400, is off until noon. 

This routine varies with ships, unions, 
companies, seasons of the year and 
weather — and changes with the ship’s 
schedule of ports and work on hand in 
ports. On tankers, the OS is expected to 
help handle hoses, turn valves and muck 


ON CANNONBALL’S CREW 


“decking” when I got aboard, but I 
soon learned under First Mate Fred 
Wade, who had a nasty personality 
but who had forgotten more: about 
riverboat deck work than most peo- 
ple ever knew. 

By the time we had made the round 
‘trip from St. Louis to New Orleans to 
St. Louis, I could hold my own with 
any deckhand on that boat. The Tru- 
man had a high turnover of deck- 
hands because work aboard her was 
harder, for a number of reasons, 
than on most other riverboats. But 
‘the ‘‘Big Dago’’ and I stayed aboard 

her for several months and when we 
finally left, Cannonball told us we 
could ship under him any time. 

And Cannonball made good his 
promise one day. 

I had been away from the river a 
couple of years and one summer was 
badly in need of a job. Since I had 
kept my union and Z-cards current, I 
headed for the St. Louis union hall. 

Shipping was tight and I began to 
worry about the size of my: tab. at 
Johnny Sansone’s. 

Then one day a “‘vacation-replace- 
ment”? job was posted. Rivermen 
‘don’t like to take such jobs, because 
‘they know absolutely they will be 
bumped, later if not sooner. This one 
was on the SS Teneru River — a cer- 
tain class of vessel in the Federal 
Barge Lines fleet bore the name of 
famous WWII battles. 

None of those above me on the 
shipping list volunteered to. take it: I 
asked the union agent how long the 
job would last. He didn’t know. I 
thought, “Oh, what the hell, it ought 
to be good for as far as New 
Orleans.”’ There, I would have a 
choice between deep-sea and river 
jobs and thus a better chance of ship- 
ping out permanently. So I bid on it 
and, of course, got it. 

When I boarded the Tenaru River, 
much to my surprise, it was skippered 
by Cannonball Smith and the First 
Mate was Fred Wade. 

So downriver we went. Since I was 


tanks after the cargo is discharged. It is 
dirty work but carries good overtime. 

It takes approximately three or four 
years before the OS can take the Coast 
Guard test to advance to AB. 

In the engine department, the wiper is 
a day worker; he does not stand the 
four-on eight-off system of watch hours. 
He is under the direct orders of the First 
Assistant and, with initiative and the 
help of a good First, he can make QM- 
ED in six months to a year. His duties 
can range from wiping up oil spills in the 
bilges to welding. Most of his training is 
at the whim of the First. 

For the mechanically talented, this is 


junior deckhand aboard, one evening 
I was carrying coffee up to the cap- 
tain in the. pilot house and while as- 
cending the ladder I was hortified to 
hear Wade say: ‘‘Well, little Woody 
is coming back at Memphis, so we’ll 
have to put Poos.on the bank there.”’ 

(A Little Woody and a Big Woody 
worked for Federal. Otherwise un- 
related, their only similarity was the 


first name of Woodrow.) 


Stunned, I paused just outside the 
pilot-house door, thoughts racing 
through my mind: I hated Memphis. 
And everyone knew that although 
there was a union hiring hall there, it 
was perhaps the most difficult port to 
ship from on the entire river 
_ Then I-heard Cannonball growl: “‘ 
don’t care who’s gettin’ off this boat, 
Mr. Mateman, but it ain’t going to be 
Bob Poos.”’ 

Surprised, Wade.groaned: ‘‘But 
what'll Ido, Cap*n?”* 
Smith snapped: 
problem, Mr. Mate.” 

Nobody —~ and I mean nobody — 
on the Mississippi River argued with 
Cannonball ‘‘Red’’ Smith. 

Relieved, I kicked open the pilot- 
house ‘door and announced: “*Cof- 
fee, Cap’n, just like you like ’er, Ca- 
jun coffee, hot and black.” _ 

Wade glared at me as he left. 

Cannonball said, ‘Stick around, 

Bob, and 1’ll show you how to steer 
this thing.’? (We were on a long, 
straight stretch of river.) 
' He did let me steer the Tenaru 
River for a while and that remains to 
this day one of the highlights of my 
rather adventurous life, 

Ultimately, I became a writer. and 
editor; the ‘Big Dago’’ is now a suc- 
cessful corporate attorney — and the 
pimply-faced kid, who didn’t want to 
be a deckhand because he considered 
it too dangerous — fell overboard 
one afternoon while emptying a GI 
can full of garbage and drowned. 

, — Bob Poos 


“That’s your 
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the way to go. Unfortunately, the union 
halls seem to be cluttered with 50-year- 
ald professional wipers and this tends to 
block advancement. 

The stewards’ department entry rating 
would be called, officially, utilityman. 
This boils down to dishwashing, clean- 
ing and making up the bunks in the of- 
ficers’ rooms. Good cooks are jewels 
who should be protected and cared for 
as such. They can make or break a ship, 
and in the merchant service, where con- 


tracts are short and can be broken in any- 


American port, the cooks had best do a 
good job. They are in many ways caught 
in the middle, especially the chief 
steward: The company wants the food 
costs held down; the crew wants 
gourmet cooking. The unions try to help 
by making a feeding plan to which both 
crews and companies agree. 

Unlike the deck and engine depart- 
ments, advancement in the stewards’ de- 
partment is not by a Coast Guard test. 
Nor is it necessary for a man or woman 
to sail any set length of time as a third or 
second cook before becoming a chief 
cook. Here, skill — and only skill — is 
the way up. 

““How do I join?’’ Herein lies the 
problem. Unlike the military services, 
the merchant marine does not actively 
seek recruits. Prospective seamen must 
acquire, at their own expense, a mer- 
chant mariner’s document. This is the 
**Z-card”’ necessary in order to work on 
any vessel of over 100 gross tons under 
U.S. flag. This would just about cover 
anything afloat, including even the 
smallest tug boat. 

The Z-card is issued by the U.S. Coast 
Guard. It is a wallet-size, plastic-lami- 
nated card. The front has the bearer’s 
photo, name, his or her Z or book num- 
ber (these days the social security num- 
ber is used), birth date and place, and 
citizenship as well as the home address at 
the time of issue and signature of the 
bearer. The back of the card lists height, 
weight, complexion, hair and eye color, 
the social security number again, the left 
thumb print of the bearer, the place and 
date of issue by the Coast Guard and the 
signature and rank of the issuing officer. 

Since foreign nationals can hold 
American seaman’s papers, a privilege 
extended internationally by a number of 
maritime nations, spaces for alien regis- 
tration number, date of first papers, na- 
turalization date and number are pro- 
vided. Aliens may be seamen, but offi- 
cers must be U.S. citizens. 

Listed on the Z-card are all the jobs 
and ranks the man holds. For example: 
“*See License as Radio Officer, Ordinary 
Seaman, Wiper, Steward’s Dept. (FH).”’ 

The card is also stamped ‘‘Validated 
for Emergency Service.”’? This means 
that in the event of full-scale war, when 
the merchant marine comes under Navy 
control and becomes ‘‘The Fifth Arm of 
Defense,’’ the bearer is subject to mili- 
tary orders. 
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Now comes the ‘‘Catch 22’’: In order 
to sail in the merchant marine, it is 
necessary to have this Z-card. In order 
to get the card, you must have sailed on 
a ship or have a letter of commitment. 

The easy part first. If the prospective 
seaman has had sea time in the Navy or 
Coast Guard, he qualifies. Well and 
good. However, the person who wishes 
to go to sea and does not have military 
seatime has an acute problem. 

A letter of commitment is simply a let- 
ter stating that the individual will be 
hired by a company or by a union and 
employed on a vessel if the Coast Guard 
will issue the necessary Z-card. 

Besides the letter, the applicant must 
be 18 (16 with parental consent), present 
proof of citizenship (his birth certifi- 
cate), have three standard passport 
photos made-and, if an alien, have proof 
of lawful entry into the United States. 


Application must be made in person. 

It is nearly impossible to get a letter of 
commitment from a shipping company 
unless you happen to be related to some- 
one in an oil company which operates 
non-union crewed ships. Other com- 
panies are almost all unionized, and 
since they get their personnel from a 
union hiring hall, they cannot issue a let- 
ter of commitment, but are committed 
to the union for their crews. 

The obvious answer, then, is to get the 
necessary letter from a union. 

Unions are self-contained entities, vir- 
tual fiefdoms, protecting the jobs of 
their members and only taking in new 
men as needed. With the job ratios be- 
coming worse in deep-sea shipping, it 
can be — and is — a problem. There are, 


however, several union-run training pro- 
grams and schools. These have another 
catch attached. Once accepted for the 
program, the man is usually committed 
to finish out the program and sail with 
the union which trained him. The selec- 
tion process is strict enough to ensure 
loyalty. No one walks in off the street, 
signs up, gets his letter of commitment, 
receives his Z-card and then just says, 
‘*Thanks, man. Good-bye!’’ 

If the prospective seaman is willing to 
attach himself to a union and can satisfy 
its selection board, he will be trained 
and offered employment. He must, of 
course, be otherwise qualified for the 
Coast Guard papers. 

The best of the training schools — in 
effect a deep-sea boot camp — is that of 


SS Anchorage ferries containers around 
Caribbean. Photo: Skyfotos 


the Seafarers’ International Union 
(SIU). The Harry Lundeberg School, St. 
Mary’s County, Piney Point, MD 
20674, not only prepares the applicant 
for entry rating but also certifies un- 
licensed grades. Besides basic seaman- 
ship, engine-room work and cooking, 
more than 30 specialized courses are of- 
fered to make the seaman more produc- 
tive, qualify him for higher Coast Guard 
certification, and ultimately provide him 
with more and better employment. AI- 
though a high-school diploma is not re- 
quired for entry, the GED must be ob- 
tained before going into any kind of 
seamanship training. 

The National Maritime Union 
(NMU), the other major unlicensed un- 
ion, has its NMU Upgrading and Re- 
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training School at 346 West 17th Street, 
New York, NY, 10011. This school is 
Not set up to prepare prospective seamen 
for entry but should be able to give en- 
try-requirement information for mem- 
bership in the union. 

The bulk of unlicensed American sea- 
men sail through these two national un- 
ions, which have hiring halls in many 
ports around the country. Both provide 
benefits and encourage members to at- 
tend certification classes during leave. 
There are, of course, entrance fees, dues 
and assessments. Wages, working condi- 
tions, shipping rules, length of vacations 
and even required recreation equipment 
are fixed by contract. 

The union-trained man will probably 
stay a member of his union for the 
length of his sailing career; he is, of 
course, expected to owe his first loyalty 
to the union which provides him with his 


jobs. Assignments to ships can be in a 
variety of types, on different runs and 
for varying lengths of time, since the sea- 
man has a great degree of latitude in the 
jobs he accepts. Some spend many years 
on the same vessel, some prefer to sail 
with only one or two companies. 

The Calhoun MEBA Engineering 
School, 9 Light Street, Baltimore, MD 
21202, has a nearly four-year-long pro- 
gram which takes men and women inter- 
ested in becoming marine engineering 
officers and trains them from entry-level 
to licensed-officer status. These people 
are also committed to sailing with the 
MEBA after completion of schooling. 
Their training is broken up into several 
phases. Part of the training is in Balti- 
more. A year is spent at sea as an officer 
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cadet, then further training is given on 
campus at the MEBA school in Easton, 
Md. This school is located on a 750- 
acre estate on the famous Eastern Shore 
of the Chesapeake Bay. Besides class- 
rooms and dormitories, there are sports 
facilities available, including an indoor 
heated pool, gym and sailing boats. 
Other schools train engineers and 
deck officers. These are only of interest 
to those willing to invest four years in a 
degree program. They are run by states 
or by the federal government, as in the 
case of Kings Point, the Federal Mari- 
time Academy. These schools do not 
commit their graduates to any company 
or union. They usually present a Naval 
Reserve commission upon graduation. 
In the case of state universities, the stu- 
dent pays tuition, but both Kings Point 
and the MEBA schools pay their stu- 
dents a stipend while attending, and in- 


struction and room and board are free. 
The SIU school at Piney Point also pro- 
vides spending money for its students. 

Direct entry into the radio-officer 
ranks is difficult. Not only are an FCC 
license and Z-card required, the person 
must work six months as a second oper- 
ator in order to qualify to sail by him- 
self. With the demise of the American 
passenger ship, multi-operator vessels 
ceased to exist — another ‘‘Catch 22.” 

As with other employment in all 
forms of shipping, the R/Os undergo a 
feast-or-famine cycle. Union books are 
now closed and the non-union tanker 
companies do not have a dual operator 
program to enable new men to get the 
necessary six-month endorsement. 

At various times, the Radio Officers 


Union (ROU), 8th Floor, 30 Montgom- 
ery St., Jersey City, NJ 07302, has had 
an apprenticeship program whereby new 
men could get the necessary sea time. 
This program is not accepting appli- 
cants. When it was, the basic require- 
ments were that the applicant be under 
25, single, and have completed his or her 
military service, preferably with a strong 
electronics background. At one point it 
was even accepting individuals who did 
not know Morse code. If they were well- 
qualified electronic technicians, the 
union taught them the code. 

The ROU maintains a grade-improve- 
ment school on the grounds of the 
MEBA school in Maryland. 

The American Radio Association 
(ARA), the other major American radio 
union, has its ARA TIME school at 326 
West 42nd St., New York, NY 10036, 
but has no entry program. 

The MEBA No. 2 and AMO High 
Seas School on 627 4th Ave., Brooklyn, 
NY 11232, had, at one time, a training 
program for radio officers, including ar- 
rangements for the acquisition of the 
six-month internship. 

As with the unlicensed unions, when a 
radio union enables an applicant to ob- 
tain the necessary time to be fully qual- 
ified to sail by himself, he is expected to 
continue to sail with that union. 

The American oil companies are sail- 
ing few of their ships (and as few as pos- 
sible) under American flag. None would 
be under U.S. flag if it were not for the 
Jones Act of 1936, which requires that 
oil cargos carried between U.S. coastal 
ports be carried in American flag vessels. 

Since WWII, the U.S.-flag tanker 
fleet has dwindled to a handful of most- 
ly old or rebuilt ships. By contrast, the 
American-owned foreign-flag tanker 
fleet has expanded enormously. Few 
openings for American seamen exist on 
these vessels, since, for convenience, 
they are usually crewed overseas. 

In order for a person to get a letter of 
commitment from an oil company, I 
suspect it would be well if his father were 
high on the pay roll or held considerable 
stock in the company. Connections is 
the name of the game here. But since the 
majority of these oil companies are non- 
union or company union, the really 
serious searcher might contact the In- 
dependent Tanker Association, 53 Park 
Place, New York, NY 10007. 

It is extremely doubtful that a letter of 
commitment could be obtained without 
connections but, as in all forms of merc 
work, a stamp is a small price to pay 
when shotgunning for prospects. 

To be continued. 

Part 2: American shipping. 


R 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 63 


Irimu : 
DEATH-DEALING 
DOUBLE 


Text & Photos by Jake Jatras 


PW HE search for fire power in a weap- 

on capable of launching multiple 
projectiles at opponents began with the 
double-barrel 12-gauge shotgun, pro- 
gressed to pump actions and autos and 
has led to the various experimental fight- 
ing shotguns now being tested by police 
and military. 

Bill Laughridge (Cylinder & Slide, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 937, Fremont, NB 
68025) conceived the “‘Irimu’’ pictured 
here. The unique scatter-gun utilized 
two Remington 1100 12-gauge auto 
shotguns — one left-hand action and 
one right-hand. Garth Choate (Choate 
Machine, Dept. SOF, Box 218, Bald 
Knob, AR 72010) supplied two 10-shot. 
extension magazines to give the dou- 
ble/auto its teeth and Larry Kelley of 
Mag-na-Port (Dept. SOF, 30016 South 
River Road, Mt. Clemens, MI 48045) 


64 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


assisted in reducing recoil by Mag-Na- 
Porting the two tubes. 

Laughridge had a custom fiberglass 
stock made complete with two pistol 
grips to hold on to because the loaded 
weapon weighs in at 22 pounds — an 
M60 machine gun weighs 23 pounds. 

A unique Laughridge-designed 
cammed trigger enables the shooter to 
fire both guns simultaneously, creating a 
true ‘‘alley-sweeper.’’ Timing is critical, 
but if one gun malfunctions, the other 
will continue to fire. 

No doubt the portentous sight of this 
authoritative creation and unnerve 
someone backing out of an all-night gas 
station after successfully applying for an 
interest-free loan to support his drug re- 
habilitation program. 

A traditional figure in African Zulu 
and Basuto mythology is the Irimu. The 


Double your pleasure, double your fun — 
Laughridge’s death-dealing double packs 20 
buckshot pellets and both barrels fire 
simultaneously. 


ng 


Irimu’s creator, Bill Laughridge, prepares 
to demonstrate his death-dealing double. 


Irimu’s 12-gauge barrels are Mag-Na-Ported 
to reduce recoil. 


Irimu is a mysterious, fierce ogre who 
defeats all men and beasts before him — 
then devours his victims. 

A Chaga tale relates how one warrior 
who broke a tribal taboo became an 
frimu. The Irimu grew thick, thorny 
bushes from his sides until he became 
literally a walking thicket, immune to at- 
tack. Finally a fellow warrior managed 
to break the spell, but not before the 
Irimu had devastated the area. 

Our contemporary Irimu is not only a 
slaughterer, but is capable of hurling its 
lead thorns at antagonists. No shaman 
conjured a spell to create this Irimu, and 
only the desperate would undertake to 


defy its power. 
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SPECTRE 


Continued from page 35 

The voices are laconic, unemotional. 
It is like being in a warship full of tele- 
phone operators. I feel like shouting, 
Full Phasers! Go to Warp Eight! — any- 
thing to break the monotonous efficien- 
cy. Where’s John Wayne? I wonder. 
These guys sound like dental technicians 
at a convention. 

Of @Ye).2" 

Whang! At first I think someone has 
kicked the bulkhead with a heavy boot. 
No. The 40mm is spitting rounds. 
They’ll flash when they hit the ground, 
and the Phantom will bomb the flashes. 
From the fire-control deck the noise is a 
grunt, not at all like gunfire. Two more 
grunts, a fourth. Is this all? Thump? 
Clonk? Whump? 

‘*Safe the gun.”” 

Long seconds pass while the rounds 
are in flight. Meanwhile the F-4 pilot 
hoses into a shrieking dive, praying that 
his altimeter works, and screams toward 
an invisible target. The earth is a black 
table below him, night arching above. 
He is about to bomb sparkles in the 
blackness, but he doesn’t know what 
they represent — an airfield, some- 
body’s grandmother, or just a family of 
terrified rabbits. 

The more I think about it the crazier it 
seems. We are fighting an abstract war, 
untouched by human hands. I wonder 
whether those metallic voices out there 
eat hot dogs and go to porn movies. 

The Spectre’s 40s reach the earth and 
the target erupts on the screen. There is a 
loud clank as my jaw hits the deckplates. 
Holy god, I think, this beast is accurate. 
The Air Force doesn’t want accuracy 
written about very much, but ... well, 
Spectre can drop a round in your jeans’ 
back pocket. 

I struggle to retract my eyeballs into 
my head while the crew, who are not ac- 
customed to missing, report without in- 
terest, “‘Bull’s eye ... bull’s eye ... 
bull’s eye.” 

I wait for the F-4’s bomb to spread the 
target over half of Nevada. By now I am 
a little excited and ready to cheer. But 
nothing happens. 

“Did anybody see where that F-4’s 
bomb went?”’ 

“‘Garblegarble.”’ 

“The bomb. Anybody see where that 
thing went?”’ 

“That’s a negative.’’ 

“Nothing here. [t looks like a great 
big miss.”’ 

The pilot apparently has missed Neva- 
da. Well, I think, it’s only a medium- 
sized state. Later the Spectre crew would 
try to be nice about it and say, well, he 
probably doesn’t do this much, and it 
was dark, and after all he was only a 
Reserve pilot. 

‘*F.4 wants another go, 
Spectre pilot. 

I would too. Missing Nevada must be 
very embarrassing. 


” 


says the 


Again we go through the routine. 

“Roger that.” 

Go.” 

Again the F-4 races down, again Spec- 
tre is right on target, again we wait for 
the bomb. Nothing. Maggie’s drawers. 
This guy could miss the continental 
United States. 

And that, really, is all there is to the 
mission. We mark targets for a couple of 
hours until we run low on fuel, and then 
we return to the base. I decide that there 
is very little danger of being hit by a 
fighter-bomber, except accidentally. At 
Nellis, the crew take off their fiberglass 
craniums and become people again, and 
I go into Las Vegas, a little dazed. 


Reprinted with permission from Army 
Times, 3 April 1978. 
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American Pistol institute. Paulden, Arizona 86334 


The Complete Private 
Smallarms Training Center 


THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 
Twenty-six Expert Instructors 
Seven Quaiified Range Masters 
Two Complete Combat Simulators 
Eighteen Firing Ranges, from 
arm’s length to 1000 meters. 


“Crisis Management in Short Range 
Interpersonal Confrontations” 
Rifle, Pistol and Shotgun. Ail levels. 
Write today for information, 
Send $2 for API brochure. 
Jeff Cooper’s 


se, HENSIVE, 


American Pistol Institute 
Paulden, AZ 86334 


Ws 
Sone NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 
.* Your spirit of udventure, danger, and self 
"Ss rehance can lead you to an exciting career 
“opportunity. Solve mysteries, bong crimi- 
* nals to justice, protect the mnnmocent. 
Experts guide you every step of the way. 
Men and women needed to work in chal- 


‘g lenging situations, withstanding hard- 
i 4 ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
EQUIPMENT “ re the Jatest investigative techniques using 


special law enforcement equip- 
ment.,..the same equipment used 
by the FBI, the CIA, and the 
i Seeret Service. Start your own 

, Lockpick Guns, 5 Sale 

Ballet Peat Vesis, Infrared investigative agency. Save up 
Night Scopes, Rapy Hing 10 25% and more on all equip: 

ae rt Hie Much. ment, Send for free details. 
uch Mot ‘Approved by Calif. Dept. of Public Instruct. 


rie ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training — 4 
pt. SF207, P.O. Box 2469, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 


Rush me your ‘“Devective”’ Career Kitr— 


Surveillance Equipment, 
criennalo Kits, Badges, 
Briaicase Telephones, Leg 


| Name, 
Address a ee 
ity Stat pe =F, 
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STOP BENDING AN EMPTY 
GUN! 


MILLIMETER INTERNATIONAL 


MINI 
DRY FIRE PADS 


le, 

[\ | a 

a = RM : 1 a w 
My CUSHIONS HAMMER FALL 


AGAINST IMPACT : PREVENTS 
DAMAGE TO GUN & FIRING PIN 


FITS. HAMMER TYPE GUNS * 
STICKS ON HAMMER 
8 HAMMER WELL 


HAMMER 
CAN'T STRIKE 


BOX OF 48 REUSABLE PADS 


*GUARANTEED 


AT YOUR FAVORITE GUN SHOP OR 
MILLIMETER INTL 


SAVE THAT EXPENSIVE GUN 


P.0. Box 5097 USED BY POL IGE DEPTS 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 AND COMPETITION SHOOTERS 
NAME 
STREET 
CITY STATE ZIP 


Please send me. ay [poxes] _—si 


Sub total 
70¢ SHIPPING & HANDLING ubypta 
_ CALIF RESIDENTS INCLUDE SALES TAX. 


Now... Model SAS 1450 


replaces factory punch pins with windage 


and elevation screws and pins to 
give accurate “clicker” adjust- 
ment with a coin or 
screwdriver. Has 12 rather 

than 4 positions for improv- 

ed accuracy. 


Ask your Dealer - or send $1.00 
for instructions and catalog. 


RAM-LINE™ 
by 


CHESCO, INC. 


2323 W. 2nd Ave. 
Denver, CO 80223 


® 


*A Registered Trademark of Sturm-Ruger Co. Inc. 
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FROM 
LOCKED 
AND 
COCKED . 


tion throughout 
4" hardened steel 
round tapered 
shaft 

Positive lock in- 
sures shaft will 
remain open 
during use 
Knurled posi- 
tive grip 

Blued fin- 

ish - simi- 

lat to a 

fine fire- 

arm 


BRYG’S INC. > 


"QUICK-CLICKER" 
SIGHTS 


.T0 OPEN 
f in only 
1/250th sec. 


The guard- 

father is not 

a knife 
switchblade, 
gravity knife, 

irk, dagger, etc 
There are NO FED- 
ERAL LAWS 
AGAINST ITS 
PURCHASE! 


POWERFUL 
SPRING LOADED 
MECHANISM 


Discreet, effective protection 
for those questionable occa- 

sions, When peace of mind 
lends security, when a bulky 

firearm or knife will never do, 

The Guardfather is there — in- 
stantly available — without 
suspicion. 

Please note: The Guardfather is not a 
cheap pen or mechanical pencil with 
an added needle or blade, but rather 
a heavy-duty precision product design- 
ed with your DEFENSE in mind 


29 3 Immediate pre-paid delivery 


Dealer inquiries Invited - 


Dept. SOF 
. Box 1452, Lilburn, GA 30247 


AARON BANK 


Continued from page 29 


layed through the French officers nom- 
inally in command of four platoons of 
partisans. The Vietnamese were wholly 
unfamiliar with the American weapons 
they were to use, and they were the 
worst shots Bank had ever seen. 

Eventually, however, the company 
was whipped into acceptable form and 
was rated ready for its mission. But 
once again, political considerations in- 
truded. Intelligence contacts inside 
Vietnam passed the word that insertion 
of any French-officered unit, even one 
headed by an American, would alien- 
ate at least some of the Vietnamese 
guerrillas already fighting the 
Japanese. The Red River operation 
was scrubbed and Bank was sidelined 
again. Adversity seemed to be follow- 
ing him like a dark cloud. 

In August, mushroom clouds rose 
over Japan, convincing the Emperor 
and his cabinet that further resis- 
tance was futile. Japanese occupation 
forces throughout Indochina retired to 
their barracks to await surrender 
arrangements and relocation. 

Bank was detailed to a war-crimes 
investigation unit that was to set up 
shop in Hanoi. But after a week in the 
Vietnamese capital, he was recalled to 
Kunming to prepare for something 
with a hauntingly modern echo — a 
parachute drop into Laos to search for 
prisoner-of-war camps rumored to be 
hidden in the Laotian jungles. 

A nine-man team was assembled 
and Bank, now a major, assumed com- 
mand. In late August, the team jumped 
near Vientiane with considerable quan- 
tities of food and medical supplies for 
the POWs they hoped to find. A truck 
was requisitioned for the supply bun- 
dies and the team then scoured the 


i COUNTERFEIT GUNS | 


| FULL-SIZE PRECISION METAL REPLICA MODELS® | 

| These working metal modeis of classic firearms look, feel, weigh 

{ and handle like the originals and consist of over 30 biued, 
machined-metal, hand-assembled parts. You can spin the 

cylinders, work the slide actions, release the clips and “field- 

l 

I 


strip" these models. CANNOT CHAMBER OF FIRE REAL AMMO. 
MONEY BACK 


iF YOU'RE NOT 
Lath: 35” 
Iw 95 ibs. 2am 
| THOMPSON iy 
| MODEL 7921 
{ As used by FBI & US 
combat troops in WWII. 
01S-81-700 $475 (5.00) 
DELIVERY CHARGE IN PARENTHESIS 


SATISFIED 


Over 
§9 Parts 


I 
I 
I 
! 
I 
I 
! 
I 
! 
I 
DELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED [| 
I 
1 
! 
I 
l 
! 
I 
| 
l 
I 


Standard sidearm of GI's ¥ 
I and combat troops. » 
| Lath: 9.5” Wt: 2.5 Ibs. 
 £01U-61-300 $50 (2.75) Over Ne 

DELIVERY CHARGE IN PARENTHESIS 30 Parts 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOG OF OVER 50 
I CLASSIC FIREARM MODELS AND 100’s : 
I OF MILITARY COLLECTIBLES-SOUVENIRS ie 
! The COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY, Inc., Dept. So 
{ BOX 1061,800 SLATERS LANE, ALEXANDRIA. VA eesioy 


Ne tm OE BACK LESS POSTAUE. IF NOT SATISFIED) ox come cee ee we om ol 
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T-SHIRTS! — Buy one for yourself 
& one fora friend! — T-shirts are of 
acotton/poly mix, USMC & SPECS 
T-shirts are yellow with red or green 
Printing, remainder are white with 
red of black printing. All are il- 
lustrated along with the printing. 
2A Be Man Among Men — Join 
the Rhod, Army — $7.95 
2B Soldier of Fortune — $7.96 
2C Airborne — Death From Above 
— $7.95 
2D Southeast Asia — $7.95 
2E Terrorism Stops Here — $7.95 
2F Patience My Ass — I’m going 
out and kill something? — 
$7.95 
Peace Through Superior Fire- 
power — $7.95 
Nuke fran — SPECIAL SALE 
— $4.95 
Apocalypse — $7.95 
Death Rides A Pale Horse — 
$7.95 
What Price Now OPEC — 
$7.95 
2M Mercenaries Do St For Profit — 
$7.95 
Death To Tyrants — $7.95 
Soldier of Fortune 1st’Annual 
Convention— $7.95 
Soldier of Fortune 2nd Annual 
Convention — $7.95 
Special Forces — Living By 
Chance, Loving By Choice, 
Killing By Profession — $8.95 
Marines — Let Me Win your 
Hearts and Minds, or I'#t Burn 
Your Damn Huts’ Down — 
$8.95 
RL! — ist Commando — $7.95 
Cammo T-shirt — Short Steeve 
— $7.95 
Support Afghan Freedom 
Fighters — $7.95 
Also avail. in Navy Blue: #28 & #2G 
2W Cammo T-shirt — Long sleeve 
— $8.95 


TEKNA KNIVES — DESIGNEO BY 
A WEAPONS DESIGNER 

The Tekna Knife is drawn and 
shaped from a single piece of 
nickelichromium stainless steel. 
Tpe 431 stainlass was chosen for 
this knife. This knife is at home 
below the seaweed or above tha 
timberline — and everywhere in 
between! The five-holed handle 
permits the knife to be positively 
locked in its Sheath, reduces 
weight, and allows the knife to be 
held comfortably. it features twin 
rows of razor-sharp saw-tooth ser- 
rations, and cuts through most 
things with a single pass. 

T-2200 — Features unique, self- 
guiding ABS sheath with thumb 
operated latch allowing one- 
handed removal or replacement in 
less than hatf a second. Two self- 
closure Tekna-Straps permit quick 
adjustment and include stainiess 
self-tensioning buckles. — $39.95 

T-2300 — Exactly the same as 
T-2200, but provides a stainless clip 
in piace of the Tekna-Straps for 
mounting on belt or inside boot 
top. — $34.95 

T-2400 — Low profile black leather 
sheath with stainless boot clip and 
Positive snap fock js included in 
this model, reptacing the ABS 
sheath. Sheath is made of genuine 
top grain cowhide. — $39.95 


BLAGK MATTE TEKNA KNIVES — 
WON'T GIVE YOU AWAY!! 

Exactly the same as‘the above 
Tekna Knives, but with a non- 
reflective black matte finish ap- 
Plied to the entire surface of the 
knife. 

7-22008 — Features same unique 
ABS sheath as explained on T-2200 
— $44.95 

T-2300B — Features stainiess clip 
On sheath as in above T-2200. — 
$39.95 

T-24008 — Features black leather 
sheath as in above T-2400. — 
$44.95 
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Also avall. in Navy Blue: #28 & #2G 

2W Cammo T-shirt — Long steave 
— $8.95 

2X Cammo Jogging Shorts — 
100% Cotton. S.M.LXL — 
$6.50 

2¥ Camo Sweatshirt — On those 
chilly days when all you nesd is 
a light jacket, this tightly Insu- 
lated sweat jacket is ideal. The 
outer and inner lining are 100% 
Fortrel” polyester with a thin, 
insulating layer of 100% poly- 
urethane foam. Features two 
slash pockets, adjustable draw- 
string hood, zipper front, rib 
knit cuffs and bottom. Sizes: 
S,M,L,X-L. Please specify. 
SPECIAL SALE — $21.95 


3A — avail, in white or navy blue — 
$7.95 

38 — avail. in white or black — 
2-sided printing — $8.95 

3C — avail. in white — $7.95 
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CAMOUFLAGE DUFFLE BAG — 
American made. Regulation size 
21x36. Sturdy web handle and 
shoulder strap. Heavy duty steel 
grommets and hooks for padiock- 
ing — $13.95 

PLASTIC 1 qt. CANTEEN — with 
aluminum cup and nylon cover — 
6.95. 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION — 
Each item in this series 1s light- 
weight, soil-resistant. 100% nyfon: 
double-stitched for exceptional 
durability. Colors in camouflage 
pattern are brown, black, & olive 


green on a light green background. 
Items are also available in solid 
black color. 

CHECKBOOK COVER — holds all 
standard size checks. Additional 
compartment for credit cards, pho- 
tos, cash, elc. is secured by snap 
— $4.95. . 

TRIFOLD — Compact wallet folds 
into thirds. Ample pockets hold 
photos, credit cards, or cash. 
Sturdy construction insures the 
security of your valuables — $9.95. 
BIFOLD — For the person who car- 
ries the normat amount of |.D. cards 
& cash. The wallet 1s the same rug- 
ged construction as the Trifold 
with velcro fastener, only smaller 
— $8.95. 

SECURITY PURSE — A must for 
the traveler or jogger, The easiest 
way possible to conceal your valu 
ables. Pocket is sewn onto a 1674" 
velcro strip which allows it to be 
worn on arm, leg, or inside of 
clothing. Easily holds 7 or 8 credit 
cards & cash — $6.95. 
WATCHBAND — Available only in 
black nylon Perfect accessory for 
the active man of adventurer. Black 


nylon strap with “long-life” velcro_ 


safety lock Band also provides a 
¢rystal cover strap for protection or 
for use in “blackout” conditions — 
$5.50. 

“BREAK-FREE CLP” CLEANER, 
LUBRICANT & PRESERVATIVE — 
A new Teffonized Cleaner, tubn- 
cant, preservative, and water 
dispiacer that eliminated solvent 
cleaning in mechanisms and pro- 
vides comptete "Cleaning, Lubrica- 
tion and Preservation” all in one 
product. For use in temperate. arc- 
tic and desert climates. For use on 
cars, trucks, building maintenance, 
construction equipment. shop 
equipment, boats, firearms. etc. 
Fotiowing sizes available: 

a. 1 ft. oz. (30 mi} frquid $1.49 
b.4 ff oz.(120 mij quid $2.95 
¢.3.17 02 (90 grams} aerosol $2.95 
d. 15.85 oz, (450 grams) aerosol $7.95 


RHODESIAN PLAQUES — Authen- 
tic military pfaques from Rhodesia! 
Rhodesia’s war was divided into 
various operational areas: Hur- 
ricane, Thrasher, Repulse, Grapple, 
Splinter and Tangent. Each was 
controtied by its own Join Opera- 
tions Command; and each JOC 
adopted its own insignia. Now you 
can own this set of unique plaques! 
The plaques are made from acid et- 
ched Rhodesian copper plate. and 
are mounted on Zambezi hardwood, 
Phoenix bought out the manufac- 
turer of thase plaques, and are of- 
fering these at a special price! Pla- 
ques are $11.95 each, or the com- 
plete set for the special price of 


PHOENIX 


$49.95. plus $1.50 for postage and 
handling. Order now — limited 
number available. 

TEKNA ITEMS!! 

THE WORLD'S SIMPLEST 2-CELL 
FLASHLIGHTS .. THAT WORK! 
T-2000X — This tiny, three ounce 
Tekna Lite II cell is made of shock 
resistant plastic in a handsome 
matte black finish. It is also water- 
proof and emits a powerful beam. 
Supplied with two #222 bulbs, it 
operates on two AA alkaline bat- 
teries (not included). Length is 6", 
diameter is 1.16’. Waterproof to 
2000 feet. Candiepower is 1400. 
Switch ts activated by Y2 turn of 
tens; light is explosion proof — 
$10.95. 

T-2000-0 — The Survival-lite is 
molded in high visibility interna- 
tional orange & is the ideal life- 
saving personai light. The Survival- 
lite features a thermat flasher blub 
that will operate for 12-16 hours on 
a singte pair of ‘AA’ alkaline cells. 
The intermittent pulses of fight can 
be spotted up to two miles away. A 
#222 bulb is also supplied for 
regular flashlight use, The conve- 
nient nylon neck lanyard keeps the 
light handy while both hands are 
free. — $11.95. 

7-2000-XR — Identical to the 
T-2000-X but with a red lens. The 
T-2000-XR is the ideal light source 
for map, chart or compass reading. 
Butit-tough, like all Tekna lights. 
the T-2000-XA will survive the har- 
shest environment — $10.95. 
7-2208 Tekna Strap — Designed for 
use with any of the Tekna Lite 2 
cells, the Tekna-Stap allows the 
lights to be fastened to the arm or 
leg, leaving both hands free. In ad- 
difion. the exciusive salf- 
tensioning stainless steel buckle 
compensates for muscular expan- 
sion and contraction, thus pro- 
viding a snug fit at all times — 
$6.50. 

MINI-STROBE — A FLASH OF 
BRILLIANCE! 

This Tekna T-3000 mini-strobe 19 
the smailest signal strobe in the 
world. Consisting of a xenon flash 
tube tinked to a fully miniaturized 
electronic circuit and powered by a 
mercury battery (sold separately), 
the minrstrobe will operate con- 
tinuousty for 8-10 hours. Its brilliant 
omnidirectional flash can be seen 
over a ten mile radius. This lite is 
ihe same Size as the T-2000 series, 
and ts waterproof to 1000 feet 
Switch ts operated the same as the 
T-2000 series. Available in black or 
orange color. — $39.95. 

T-3001 — Mercury baltery for mini+ 
Strobe hte — $4.95 


Soldier of Fortune 2nd Annual Con. 


vention Patch — commemorating 


the 2nd Annual SOF Convention — 
similar to original patch in design 
with red, white, and black colors — 
$1.75 

Soldier of Fortune Decal — 3” vinyl 
decal with crossed daggers and 
beret design — red, white and 
black — 50¢ 

Soldier of Fortune Coffee Mug — 
white porecelain with embossed 
SOF logo (same as on patch) — 
$6.95 

Soldier of Fortune Ashtray — white 
porcelain with embossed SOF logo 
— $4.95 

Zippo Cigarette Lighters — High 
quality with SOF logo in red, white 
and black — $9.95 

Soldier of Fortune Binders — Save 
your issues of Soldier of Fortune, 
and keep them in good condition 
with this 12-issue binder. Biack 
vinyl with white lettering — $7.95 
NEW! REDUCE MUZZLE CLIMB 
WITH THE "MUZZLE MIZER”! The 
“Muzzle Mizer™ weighs only 3¥2 oz. 
and extends overall tength of 
weapon only 2%" No weapon mod- 
ification is necessary, and it is fully 
adjustable to the individual shoot- 
er. This unique item controls verti- 
cal and horizontal muzzle climb, 
controls muzzie flash, increases 
muzzie velocity an average of 
20tps, increases group-size accur- 
acy of weapon by 50%, and will de- 
liver fult magazine into silhovette 
target at 100 yards in full-automatic 
mode. It is available tor the AR-15, 
M16, CAR-15. AR-180. AR-18. 
H&K91 and 93, and Mini-14. Price is 
only — $34.95. 
SUAVIVAL/RESCUE TOOL — 
Designed to meet U.S. military 
criteria; tested for eight years 
throughout world in jungles, moun- 
tains. deserts, and arctic regions. 
Put the odds in your favor and buy 
today! Comes with field manual 
complete with instructions and pic- 
tures. — $36.00. 

LIFE TOOL — Do a friend a favor 
and buy two- This is the survival 
tool that fits in your wallet! Num- 
erous uses for thts useful item! In- 
cludes booklet showing over 40 
ways to use the tool. Comes witha 
protective vinyl case and a burning 
lens to start a necessry fire in an 
emergency. Made of 440C Razor 
Grade Staintess Steel — $18.95. 
Optional — Leather case with belt 
loop holds life tool & lens — $4.95. 
AIR FORCE SURVIVAL KNIFE — 
This classic knife comes with a5” 
parkerized blade, deep blood 
groove and saw back for cutting 
fope. air craft skin, etc, Hard 
Jeather handle is groove cut for a 
sure grip. Leather sheath with a 
sharpening stone A must for the 
adventurer/outdoorsman — $12.50 


Mail to: PHOENIX ASSOCIATES, INC., Dept 782, Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


EXTENDED 


VISA & MASTER CARD ACCEPTED: 


Card. #; 
Exp.. 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
CITY: 


Postage & Handling 


3% Sales Tax (CO res.) 


TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


STATE: 


ZIP: 


We accept telephone orders on Master Card & ViSA — call us at (303) 447-1263. Sorry, no col- 
lec! calls accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1.25 FOR THE FIRST iTEM ORDERED — INCLUDE 
75¢ FOR EACH ADDITOINAL iTEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 
30% PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. + 
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STARTING OVER? 


A NEW “YOU”... NEW CREDIT TOO! 


* Create new name, change age * Get “AAA” credit in 30 days, 

* Cover negative records even if: New In area, Divorced, 

* Get diplomas, degrees Bankrupt, or Have No Credit 

* Find better-paying Jobs * Loans up to $3,000 — with no 

* Change citizenship questions asked 

* Disappear perfectly — * Clear present bad credit 
Reappear undetected * Get all kinds of credit cards 

* Return from “exile” + Beat debtswithout bankruptcy 

* Secrets of fingerprinting * Increasing credit limits 

* Inside information on Govt.- * Your rights under alitherecent 


Issued ID: Birth certificates, “Credit Acts” 

SSN, Drivers licenses, * Jnside credit bureaus 

Passports, State ID * Clever credit maneuvers 
* PLUS much, much more in » Inside “pro” secrets In 


THE PAPERTRIP1 $12.95 (1 CREDIT! $7.950 


Don't) “100 Ways to Disappear and Live Free” $2.00 0 
Miss: | “Howto Beat the Bill Collector’ $5.00 0 


SPECIAL OFFER—ALL FOUR BOOKS..... only $19.95) 


Total amount of Items checked $ - Complete Y 
Callt. residents add 6% Sales Tax: $ 


| 2.00 Book Catalog 
Your ( Regular Postage and Shipping Oo : FREE ] 
Cholce { First Class Malling DO ____5:00 fin every order 
] TOTALOFORDER $s | 
a Enclosed ismy O cash, O check, () money order for total ordered. 
[ @) a O Send book catalog only. Here's $1.00 [refundable]. ] 
Please send to: 
i a NAME 
667 of{CIAL ADDRESS l 
i CITY. STATE ZIP. 
Mail to: EDEN PRESS e P.O. Box 8410-SF @ Fountain Valley, CA 92708 I 


All orders paid by check are held 2-3 weeks for bank Clearing. 
a ee eS ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee oe ell 


Not just another 


BOOT RIFE 


Western's unique design features: 
One-piece blade and 
guard ° New friction-grip 
sheath holds knife ready 
for use with either hand 
(Patent pending) 
Stainless steel 41%” 
blade « Hardwood 
handle contoured 

for secure grip 

¢ Overall length 


"Presann™ CAMOUFLAGE 
IN 100% COTTON DUCK 


SHEATH 


Black leather Basket weave 
Strong spring clip on back. 


AT YOUR DEALER 
{ BS ” Send for FREE full line catalog. 
/ WESTERN CUTLERY CO. 


1800 PIKE RD, LONGMONT 
COLORADO 80501 
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region for any sign of Allied prisoners. 
They found none. But a visit to the 
Vientiane hospital turned up a number 
of French civilians who clearly had not 
been well cared for by the Japanese 
and didn’t trust the locals to do very 
much better. 

After arranging evacuation of the 
French patients to Thailand, Bank and 
his team moved south along the 
Mekong River and established a head- 
quarters at Thakhek. From there, they 
searched for Allied POWs as far south 
as Savannakhet. No prisoners of war 
were located but the OSS team did 
assist small groups of French refugees 
trying to reach Thailand or southern 
Laos, where a semblance of French 
control had been re-established. 

In the meantime, trouble had devel- 
oped at Thakhek. Laotian irregulars 
armed by the defeated Japanese were 
resisting the efforts of French-led colo- 
nial troops to reassert control over the 
Mekong River city. The French weren't 
supposed to be operating north of the 
16th parallel, an area still under the 
administrative and military jurisdiction 
of the Sino-American China Command 
based in Kunming. Thakhek was 100 
miles north of the 16th parallel and 
thus way out of bounds for any French- 
flag forces. 
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As the local representative of the 
OSS and the China Command, Bank 
had to do something. But what? He re- 
peatedly radioed Kunming for instruc- 
tion but the OSS had no advice to of- 
fer. The sparring between the Laotians 
and the French had now taken the 
form of nightly fire fights on the edge of 
town. Bank decided on a quick trip to 
the China Command headquarters 
back in Hanoi. 

He commandeered a staff car and 
sufficient gasoline from the local Jap- 
anese garrison, hired a Lao driver, and 
set out for Hanoi with Mike Holland, a 
member of his OSS team. By the time 
Bank arrived in Hanoi several days 
later, both OSS and China Command 
had decided that the administrative 
division of Laos would have to be en- 
forced pending a decision on the polit- 
ical future of Indochina. Accordingly, 
Bank was told to kick the French out of 
central Laos. If he needed help, he was 
promised Chinese paratroopers. 

The grueling drive from Thakhek to 
Hanoi had left the Japanese staff car in 
need of major repairs and Bank with- 
out transportation for the return trip. 
Holland, who had operated briefly with 
Vietnamese guerrillas against the Jap- 
anese, had a nodding acquaintance 
with the new self-proclaimed president 
of Vietnam. So the two Americans 
marched over to the former French 
governor’s residence, now occupied by 
the Vietnamese, and asked to see Ho 
Chi Minh. 

Ho welcomed them in his halting En- 
glish and then switched to French. He 
would, he said, be happy to accommo- 
date the OSS. Ho was planning to 
travel south the next day and offered to 
take Bank and Holland along. Ho was 
even willing to turn his car and driver 
over to the Americans for the trip into 
Laos, after which the driver could 
return to pick up his boss. 

Early the next morning, Ho, an aide, 
the chauffeur, Bank, and Holland 
squeezed into a small, battered, 
antediluvian French sedan for the day- 
long drive south. 
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He liked Americans, Ho told Bank 
and Holland, because they were not co- 
lonialists at heart. Cuba had long since 
been given its freedom. The Philippines 
was scheduled for independence in 
1946. And Puerto Rico, while not inde- 
pendent, enjoyed home rule and the 
probable blessings of the Americans if 
it chose independence in the future. All 
this, Ho said, proved that the Amer- 
icans were different from the European 
colonialists. He confided that he 
wanted American economic aid, tech- 
nical assistance and yes, perhaps even 
military advisers for Vietnam. 

His next request was for a copy of the 
U.S. Constitution and the Declaration 
of Independence as possible models for 
Vietnam’s own political charter. 

As the aged car rattled south along 
Vietnam’s National Route 1, Ho told 
his American guests that the French 
would be welcome to return to Vietnam 
as merchants. If they returned as 
soldiers, however, he and his followers 
would fight for a generation if 
necessary. Even then his words had 
the ring of prophecy. 

Bank was also impressed at the wel- 
come accorded Ho in each village and 
town along the road. In northern Viet- 
nam at least, Ho was regarded by 
many as the liberator he claimed to be. 

‘Arriving back in Thakhek, Bank 
began helping the Lao irregulars or- 
ganize a more effective defense against 
the nightly raids of the French colonial 
forces. Following a particularly sharp 
fire fight a few nights later, Bank 
radioed the French headquarters in 
southern Laos and asked for a meeting 
on neutral ground. 

The French arrived with an impres- 
sive guard of several hundred colonial 
troops, mostly Lao. Bank turned up 
with his nine-member team. After 


some stiff introductions, Bank minced 
no words in telling the French they 
would have to withdraw south of the 
16th parallel. 

The French officers, several of them 
Service Speciale veterans of Opera- 
tion Jedburg, were infuriated that Bank 
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a man who had fought beside them in 
Europe — would now oppose them in 
Asia. But Bank’s threat to call in 
Chinese paratroops carried the day, 
and the French agreed, however 
resentfully, to withdraw. 

That accomplished, Bank was re- 
called to Kunming and subsequently 
shipped back to the United States. 
But within a few months, he was back 
in Europe. ; 

Mustered out of the disbanded OSS, 
Maj. Aaron Bank finally made it into 
Germany. Ironically, he found himself 
in Army counterintelligence assigned 
the task of catching Soviet-bloc agents 
— mostly Czechs and East Germans 
— then infiltrating southern Germany. 
Bank cultivated a cooperative rela- 
tionship with his less fastidious French 
counterparts because strict U.S. Army 
regulations forbade mistreatment of 
captured agents who refused to divulge 
their secrets. When the French 
returned an agent captured by the 
Americans, he bore no marks — but 
his dossier was full of information. The 
French, Bank would note approvingly, 
knew how to get things done in what 
was an inherently dirty business. 

The network of counterintelligence 
agents Bank developed and controlled 
in Bavaria caught its share of Soviet- 
bloc spies, and also pursued tips on the 
whereabouts of Nazi war criminals, in- 
cluding Martin Borman. 
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In the spring of 1950, Bank was ro- 
tated back to the United States for his 
first stateside assignment in seven 
years. He was given a battalion in the 
11th Airborne Division’s 187th Regi- 
ment at Fort Campbell, Ky. The mo- 
notony of garrison life ended abruptly 
in June when the 187th was alerted for 
duty in Korea. In August of that year, 
the regiment shipped to Japan and 
then to Korea. 

Early the following year, Bank was 
promoted to full colonel and recalled to 
the Pentagon. Orders assigning him to 
the Army’s Psychological Warfare 
branch seemed to spell the end of a 
career during which Aaron Bank had 
been on the cutting edge of his 
country’s efforts to practice and perfect 
doctrines of unconventional warfare. 
But, in fact, Bank was about to fulfill a 
dream pursued by a handful of Army 
visionaries who understood the poten- 
tial of clandestine war. 

Bank had been hand-picked for his 
new assignment by the Army’s chief of 
psychological warfare, Brig. Gen. 
Robert A. McClure. The general went 
straight to the point. He was putting 
together a staff to draw up all the 
necessary plans for forming special- 
forces units to be incorporated into the 
regular Army. The units were to be pre- 
pared to conduct guerrilla operations 
behind enemy lines. 

Bank’s OSS experience, and especi- 
ally his successes during Operation 
Jedburg in France, would be invaluable 
in the development of special-forces 
doctrine, and in training volunteers for 
the units. He would work with Col. 
Russell W. Volckmann, an officer who 
had organized and led thousands of 
Filipino guerrillas against the occupy- 
ing Japanese on the island of Luzon 
during World War II. When Douglas 
MacArthur had promised the Philip- 
pines, “I shall return,” then-Capt. 
Volckmann responded: “We remain.” 

By the time U.S. forces landed on 
Luzon nearly three years later, Volck- 
mann had organized the equivalent of 
a full division of Filipino guerrillas. 
Who better than these two officers 
could organize the new special-forces 
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units, and to sell the idea to the Pen- 
tagon brass? 

The two colonels went to work 
writing doctrine, TO&E (Table of 
Organization and Equipment), and 
training requirements. They even 
drafted a rough operational plan for 
guerrilla warfare in Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union, partly because 
that was what special-forces troopers 
would be called upon to do in the event 
of war, and partly because a plausible 
plan for tying down large numbers of 
Soviet troops in the event of war would 
help sell Gen. McClure’s ideas to the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Merely convincing Army Chief of 
Staff Gen. J. Lawton Collins wouldn’t 
be enough. The special forces would 
need the active cooperation of the 
Navy and Air Force as well. Air Force 
planes would be necessary for insertion 
parachute drops and subsequent resup- 
ply missions. And amphibious opera- 
tions would be impossible without 
Navy help. 

The Centra! Intelligence Agency, 
successor to the defunct OSS, would 
have to approve as well since the agen- 
cy would undoubtedly play a support- 
ing role in clandestine operations. The 
“spooks,” who felt strongly that they 
and they alone should be responsible 
for stirring up trouble in occupied coun- 
tries, proved the toughest sell of all. 

But by the spring of 1952 the service 
chiefs and the CIA had been per- 
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suaded, and only the approval of 
General of the Army Omar Bradley, 
then chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, was needed. Col. Volckmann 
handled most of the briefing and Gen. 
Bradley gave his consent. 

Next, a way had to be found to create 
room for the proposed 2,500 to 3,000 
special-forces personnel without any 
overall increase in Army strength. Gen. 


Collins did this by disbanding the 
Rangers while retaining a Ranger 
school for selected officers and enlisted 
men. 

Gen. McClure then dispatched Bank 
to Fort Bragg, N. C., to select an ap- 
propriate site for a Special Forces 
school and to arrange the necessary 
base facilities for the soon-to-be- 
activated 10th Special Forces Group. 


ONLY THE BEST NEED APPLY! 


Registration for the Fall 1982 term is currently underway at the 


Marine Military Academy 
A boys’ boarding school located on a 147 acre campus in Harlingen, Texas 
Grades 8 — Post Graduate 


1. Small Classes 

2. Solid Academics 
3. Computer Science 
4. Aerospace Program 
5. Athletic Program 


6, Patriotism & Leadership 
instilled by retired Senior 
Staff NCO’s & field grade officers 
7. Honors School for all 3 U.S. 
Military Academies 


Summer Camp Programs Also 


We are preparing tomorrow's leaders today. 
Currently 56 alumni are attending the U.S. Naval Academy. 


For additional information, call or write 
Phone 512/423-6006 Ext. 35/36 Admissions Office 346 Iwo Jima Blvd. Harlingen, TX 78550 
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PAT PENDING 


Modern push dagger 


7 Inconspicuous in sheath 


Shock absorbing, non-slip handle 

« Fully sharpened faise edge 

for superior penetration 

Flexible, state-of-the-art, Uddethoim stainless, 

hardened to RC 56/58 

Overall tength 5", blade 3" « Weighs only 3 oz. 
Comes with quality leather, quick-draw sheath, 
with boot/belt clip. 
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Traditional Samurai Warrior's Knives * ALLOW 

TANTO — Full 10%4" long (blade 6") 23,PA¥S 

MINI TANTO — 7%" long (blade 342") DELIVERY 

* Reinforced armor piercing point 

* Razor-sharp, hollow grind 

¢ Flexible, state-of-the-art, Uddelholm stainless 
hardened to 56/58 

* Come with top quality jeather, quick draw 
sheath with boot/belt clip 

2,000 years of experience can’t be wrong! 


ASK. YOUR ‘DEALER ABOUT COLD STEEL INC. ‘Knives for Life.’ 


T.M. PRESENTS HAND CRAFTED 


“Knives for Life.” 


URBAN 


= DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED ————— 


URBAN 
HUNTER SHIV 
$39.95 Fal PENDING $3 7. 95 
Dropped point, utility hunter The ultimate, 
with unsharpened false edge. ultra-lightweight 
* Both knives 6%" overall dagger 


* Blade 22" « Weight only 2 oz. 

¢ Flexible, state-ofthe-art, Uddelholm stainless 
hardened to RC 56/58 

¢ Come with molded, quality leather universal 
sheath plus multiple carrying attachments. 
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12,000 VOLT 
Rattlesnake Prod 


</¥) 
Ae,’ i SAFE TO USER — — 


| PROTECT YOURSELF’, 
tse IN SAFETY - DAY OR NIGHT 


is rechargeable. Made to mil- 
itary specifications. The most 
powerful made, entirely safe to 
user. Recharge on household 
current like Norelco shaver. 
Fully transistorized sealed con- 
struction. 14” long. 


We have less expensive Shock-Rods as shown on the coupon below. 
They are not rechargeable like the Rattlesnake. They use C-Cells. 
Voltage on these C-celi Shock Rods is 4000. 


2 7 Eee oS ee Ee OS ee ee es 
FREEMAN ELECTRIC CO. 
782 Cook Bidg., Freeman, Missouri 64746 


12-inch Shock-Rod $17.C0( ) Halster for 22” @ $ 6.00 
Holster for 12" @ $ 5.00( ) Rattlesnake Prod @$80.00( ) 


22-inch Shock-Rod $19.00( ) Holster @ $ 5.00( ) 

NAMES ae = —— 

ADDRESS oe 
WE PAY POSTAGE 


NUNCHAKU 


Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 


Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against muitipie attacks. Whipping mo- 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness with uitimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood simitar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished in clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from 1%’ to 1%’ at 
connecting end. 12’’ Jengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14’ gives a bit 
more power and reach. 


OCTAGON Chain Style Each 
NO.114-141N, 15 OZ, Black 


NO.115-12IN, 14 OZ. Black $8.95 


NO. 102 - 14 IN., 17 OZ, Rosewood 
NO. 103 - 12 IN., 16 OZ., Rosewood $ 1 1 .95 


Each 


$8.95 


ROUND Chain Style 


NO. 120 - 14 IN, 15 OZ. Black 
NO. 113 - 12 IN. 14 OZ.. Black 


Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 


SHURIKEN 


style - No knots showing. S 


Traditional SO 


Each 


$4.95 


OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style 
NO. 106 - 14 IN., 12 OZ., No finish 
NO. 107 - 12 IN, 11 OZ. No finish 


80¢ 
No. 201 


$3.25 $1.50 
No. 226 No. 200 

Martial arts throwing knife. 

Throw like dart. 200 is 4”’ 

& 201 is 2-5/8'' Both are 

1/16"’ thick & nickel plat- 

ed. Pro mode! 226 1s 1/8" 

thick, 3%'' & sharpened. 

High grade steel. 


Book - NUNCHAKU & SAI No. 9090 - $7.95 
By Ryusho Sakagami, Complete nunchaku train- 
ing manual. Extra clear multiple photo tech- 
nique shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


SEND YOUR ORDER TO ADD SHIPPING 
DOLAN’S SPORTS | “HAncES 


Orders under $10— 75¢ 
Dept. SF, 26 Hwy 547 $10 to $20 $1.00 
Farmingdale, NJ 07727 


BANKAMERICARD & MASTER CHARGE 
Accepted for orders over S20 Give number 
and expiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
collect calls MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
a@ssures prompt shipment Personal 


CHECK 
checks are held for clearance Over $20 $1.50 
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Bank would command both the school 
and the 10th Group until a suitable 
commander for the training center 
could be appointed. 

In June 1952, Col. Aaron Bank was 
formally designated commander of the 
10th Special Forces Group (Abn.). 
Soon, volunteers from throughout the 
Army began to arrive at Bragg. All 
were twice volunteers, having signed 
up for airborne training and for opera- 
tions behind enemy lines. Bank himself 
had written the first recruiting pam- 
phlets circulated within the Army. 

Prescreening of volunteers plus the 
exacting requirements set for Special 
Forces troops guaranteed that those 
who made it to Bragg were highly mo- 
tivated. Most were drawn from the elite 
airborne units and were dedicated 
career soldiers. 

A particular effort was made to re- 
cruit Eastern Europeans — for obvious 
reasons. The possibility of a Soviet at- 
tack upon Western Europe couldn’t be 
discounted. If it happened, Special 
Forces teams would be parachuted far 
behind the Red Army to incite revolt 
among the captive populations of the 
Soviet satellites. The teams would be 
doubly effective if each contained one 
or two members who not only spoke 
the language like natives but could 
establish an instant rapport with the 
local population. 


The post-war Lodge Act, which 


SOS Tradition 
New Boot Style 


Shown: 
Black Teflon 


With tough, all 
stainless steel 
construction, the 
SOS-B features 
4 hexholes — 11/32" 
3/8", 7/16" and 1/2” 
.. hasa built-in 
lanyard hole witha 


black, braided nylon 

wrist thong ... and 

comes with kydex boot 

sheath with stainless 

steel clip. This is the 
multi-purpose all-around 

boot knife you've been looking for. 


Comes in Stainless Steel, Boxed. 
Optional: Black Teflon Coated 
and/or Serrated Blade. 


BerchMank- 


KNIVES 
USA 


A DIVISION OF JENKINS METAL CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 998 ¢ Gastonia, North Carolina 28052-0998 
Telephone: (704) 867-6394 
Send $1.00 for fully iliustrated cotor brochure & prices. 

Dealer packages available. 
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granted American citizenship to Euro- 
pean refugees who served a hitch in the 
U.S. Army, had already brought thou- 
sands of Poles, Czechs, Hungarians, 
Lithuanians, Ukrainians and other 
Eastern Europeans into the ranks. Typ- 
ically, they hated Russians and many 
found the Special Forces a challenge 
they couldn’t refuse. Several former 
OSS officers were recruited as well and 
the 10th Group was in business. 

Bank expanded the Jedburg-team 
concept to encompass 12-man “A” 
teams, designed as self-contained units 
for insertion into hostile territory, and 
15-member “B” teams responsible for 
tactical support. 

During that first year of training and 
organization, the 10th Group ran ex- 
tended exercises in the Chattahoochee 
National Forest in Georgia. Less elab- 
orate affairs were conducted at Camp 
McCall not far from Bragg. 

Under Bank’s practiced eye, the ma- 
neuvers grew ever more realistic. Civil- 
ian clothes were issued to participants. 
National Guard units and local police 
forces became the enemy. Whenever 
possible civilians were recruited by the 
A teams to join resistance networks. 
Agents were sent out to gather intel- 
ligence. Safe houses were established 
for hiding downed pilots and escaped 
or liberated POWs. National Guard 
and police were constantly harassed 
with mock sabotage and ambushes. 


93,000 CANDLEPOWER 


FROM ONLY SIX STANDARD FLASHLIGHT BATTERIES IN 3-CELL LENGTH 4 


Made to pierce the murky depths and withstand pressures of underwater operation. on land beam leaps out I 
for 20 miles. 93,000 candlepower illuminates objects clearly a mile away Used by fire and police wha say Itis 4 
the brightest light known New low pricing as shown below Beautiful smooth polypropylene finish that is 
almost impossible to break You can jump on this flashlight’ 

AMERICAN 1 


MADE 1 


TREMENDOUS 
PIERCING BEAM 
On Land 

CUTS THRU FOG and SMOKE 


$16.95 for one 
$14.95 ea. for 2 
$13.95 ea. for 3 
$12.95 ea. for 4 (total $51.80 i a 
$10.95 ea. for 4 (total $51.80 Vyanehnl 


S$ 8.95 ea. for 12 (total $107.40) = ¥ 
Enclosed ss [} Check for $ 


ORDER BY MAIL 
1 Money Order for $ “AME tv 


or charge my fz Master Charge "— BankAmericard svore sti needs) 


re ee ~~~ SHINES A MILE! 


r] Exp Date 
+BLUE STREAK, Dept. 82-AB, Box 7243, Kansas City, MO 64113 
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SUPPORT SOF ADVERTISERS 


% FIELD GRADE PRODUCTS DOES IT AGAIN! * 
THIS TIME OFFERING THREE OF THE FINEST RUBBER-ARMORED, OD COLOR BINOCULARS AVAILABLE 


* AT SPECIAL SOF READER PRICES * 


8x30MM 


ENGINEERED FOR THE WORST ARCTIC, SEA, 


AND JUNGLE CONDITIONS. CHOSEN BY 
THE U.S, MARINE CORPS SCOUT-SNIPER 
INSTRUCTOR SCHOOL OVER ALLOTHERS- 
REGARDLESS OF PRICE-IN WORLDWIDE 
COMPETITION. SUPER WATERPROOF, FOG- 
PROOF, TEMPERATURE-PROOF AND SHOCK- 
PROOF. THIS IS, WITHOUT A DOUBT, THE 
BEST FOR THE BEST. PERMANENTLY AT- 
TACHED DUST COVERS. MILITARY RETICLE 
AVAILABLE - ADD $40. 

SUGGESTED RETAIL $549.95 

SOF PRICE $399.94 


BANTAM HUNTER PANZER 


ns oy 


8x30MiM 


OUR POPULAR EUROPEAN. STYLED FIELD 
GLASSES COME IN THE SAME SIZE aces. 
CHOSEN BY THE U.S. MARINE CORP 
SNIPER SCHOOL AS HAVING THE BEST 
COMBINATION OF POWER, LIGHT GATHERING, 
SMALL WEIGHT (23 OZ.) AND EASY- TO- 
HANDLE SIZE. ULTRA-VIOLET COATING 
ON LENSE TO PROTECT EYES- COMES 
WITH RAINGUARDS TO PROTECT THE LENSES 
FROM THE ELEMENTS. 
SUGGESTED RETAIL 
SOF PRICE 


A NEW DIMENSION JN USEFULLNESS AND 
PRACTICALITY. SOF READERS WILL AP- 
PRECIATE ITS LIGHTWEIGHT (LESS THAN 
9 OUNCES) AS WELL AS ITS SILENCE, NO 
EXPOSED METAL TO MAKE NOISES AT 
THE WRONG TIME. FOLDS TO FIT IN THE 
PALM OF YOUR HAND. SOFT CASE, ROOF 
PRISMS, FULLY COATED OPTICS.H:3%" W:4%" 
SUGGESTED RETAIL $189.95 
SOF PRICE $139.95 
$129.95 
$94.95 


% 1982 CATALOG OF EQUIPMENT NOW AVAILABLE * 


THE BEST 
FOR 


~y 


THE BEST 


FIELD GRADE PRODUCTS, INC. 
20731 MIRACLE DRIVE 
GAITHERSBURG, MD 20879 


VISA/MC CALL TOLL FREE: 
1-800-424-2733 EXT 301 
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QUANTITY 
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SHEE 
Chhiys 

SATE 


SNIPER @ $399.95 

BANTAM HUNTER @ $129.95 
PANZER @ $94.95 

SHIPPING 


TOTAL (U.S. DOLLARS ONLY) $ 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 75 


BLACK FOREST 
SWORD CANES 


t 

| We've just received a ship- 
ment of the sturdiest and 
finest quality we have ever 

| seen ..flitch-cut solid hard 


maple canes made in West 
Germany with the smooth 
and lustrous finish you love 
4 to stroke. Strong, curved 
is handles; horn tips. The 
grain of this wood glows 
i with an inner beauty that 
: recalls der Schwarzwald. 
The concealed sword ts an 
absolutely top quality 
j stainless steel blade ca. 32 
} €] inches long inside the 
i 36-inch cane, Twist handle 
Yq turn and sword slides 
; out effortlessly. Positive 
i cateh holds blade firmly 
: 1 and securely upon re- 
I; sheathing of sword. A real 
ie collectors’ buy ar 
a $120.00 shipped 
ij prepaid and insured 
| Order from: 


| GREEN SERVICE, 


af Dept. Sam 
feel Box 3042 

, ¥ Rosedale, Kansas 66103 
ue Tel. (816) 221-8840 


7000 VOLTS 


in the Palm of Your Hand 


The 
% ELECTRIC 
‘ FIST 
y Weighs 10% oz. Mea- 
sures 6% x 2x 1% 
inches. Cover with 
your hand or hold on 
: end. Safety switch. | 
Cycolac case for long life. No hazard to user but 
repels largest animals. Made for close work by 
| veterinarians. No permit required. An ideal no- 
nonsense defensive weapon. Complete with bat- | 
teries (two 9-valt alkaline cells). Send check or 
money order or charge Visa or MasterCharge 


$24.50— Holster $3 


GARDEZ BEIN, Dept. SAM 
Box 7243, Kansas City, MO 64113 
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Some of the exercises lasted as long as 
six weeks. There were frequent night 
parachute drops and every Special 
Forces team was sent to Little Creek, 
Va., for Navy amphibious training 
which featured night landings in rubber 
rafts from submarines. 

The Pentagon had accepted the Spe- 
cial Forces concept largely on the basis 
of OSS successes during WWII. It took 
the East Berlin revolt of June 1953. to 
drive home the potential of Special 
Forces operations in any East-West 
war. If young East Germans armed on- 
ly with rocks and paving stones were 
willing to stand up to Soviet tanks, it 
was a fair bet that any Special Forces 
teams dropped into Eastern Europe 
would be both welcomed and effective. 

So, Bank was ordered to move his 
10th Special Forces Group to Bad 
Tolz, West Germany, in October of 
1953. The 10th left behind half its 
strength to provide the nucleus for the 
new 77th Special Forces Group to be 
formed at Bragg. 

Those assigned to Germany shipped 
from Wilmington, Del., in November 
and debarked in Bremerhaven in time 
to complete the move to Bad Tolz by 
early December. 

The setting was nearly perfect for a 
Special Forces unit. Bad Tolz, in the 
foothills of the Bavarian Alps, was 
isolated enough to keep the 10th under 
discreet wraps and rugged enough to 
provide training. 

The base itself was a former Waffen- 
SS officers’ school, built during the 
1930s: Its impressive accommodations 
included a huge gymnasium, comfor- 
table barracks and well-appointed 
classrooms. Nearby West German 
border-quard units were a ready source 
of “aggressors” against which the 10th 
could train. And, of course, the West 
German environment was a far more 
suitable approximation of the likely 
Special Forces operational areas than 
rural Georgia or North Carolina. In 
Bavaria, the locals really were for- 
eigners and none of the road signs were 
in English. 


MILITARY & ASSAULT 
RIFLES 


H&K 91, H & K 93, AR-15, CAR-15, AR-180, M1A, 

AR-10, FN FAL, MINI-14 F.N., CAL, MAC 10 

PISTOLS & CARBINES, COMPLETE LINE OF H & 

K, AR-15, M1A & MAG 10 ACC INSTROCK AT ALL 

TIMES, WEB GEAR, ALICE EQUIP., LRPRA- 

TIONS. SURVIVAL BOOKS & SURVIVAL EQUIP. 
RANDAL FIGHTING KNIVES 


S.H.0.T. 
SURVIVAL HOPE OF TOMORROW 


Div. Of Nimrod Industries 
CALL OR WRITE ABOUT YOUR NEEDS & WANTS 


(516) 294-9070 - 
117 Mineola Blyd. Mineola N.Y. 11501 


10 page catalog $2.00, 
refundable with first order. 


The superior 
CLEANER/LUBRICANT/PRESERVATIVE 


for hunting, fishing, 
camping and 
marine equipment, 


BREAK 
FREEc?: °::., 


BREAK-FREE, A Division of San/Bar Corp. 
9999 Muirlands Blvd , SOF-782. Irvine CA 92714 


ATTENTION 
EVERY EVIL S.O.B. 


Tell the World who 
you are with Evil cards 


poet 
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150 Unpersonolhized Cards 
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323 Franklin Bldg., South 


Suite 804/Dept. 8-226 
Chicago, IL 60606-7096 
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City, 
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At Bad Tolz, it became apparent that 
the Army was taking Special Forces 
seriously. The Seventh Army, under 
whose command the 10th fell, as- 
signed Bank a separate staff charged 
with drawing up a minutely detailed 
war plan for each of the 10th Group’s 
combined teams. 

Detailed maps were obtained for 
specific operational areas behind the 
Iron Curtain. All the latest intelligence 
on each area was carefully catalogued 
and filed. Team members were sent to 
the nearby Army language school at 
Oberammergau. There, they learned 
the languages and dialects spoken in 
the countries and regions into which 
they would be dropped in the event of 
war. The Oberammergau instructors 
also conducted classes at Bad Tolz in 
the history, customs and culture of the 
targeted countries. 

Once the 10th arrived in Germany, 
more Eastern Europeans were re- 
cruited. Virtually every one of the 
Lodge Act enlistees was approached by 
Special Forces recruiters. Eventually, 
every team at Bad Tolz had at least one 
Eastern European member. 

Had Europe exploded during the 
middle or late 1950s, no unit in the 
U.S. Army would have been more 
ready or, man for man, more effective 
than the 10th Special Forces Group. 

The war plan called for each 12-man 
A team to recruit, train and lead 1,500 
guerrillas behind Russian lines. Even 
assuming that some of the 200 A 
teams to be dropped over Eastern 
Europe had been wiped out, a huge 
phantom army of guerrillas would have 
disrupted the Soviet rear. 

Aaron Bank stayed on as CO of the 
10th Group until December 1954, 
when he was transferred to Seventh Ar- 
my headquarters. 

During Bank’s 23-year retirement he 
has had many reasons to be proud of 
the special units he helped found, 
organize and train. The legend of the 
Green Beret will in some ways always 
be a monument to Aaron Bank. 


SURVIVALISTS 


My New Book Catalog is Ready 
Hundreds of Titles 
“Be A Survivor” 
Don’t Delay........ Get It Now 
It’s The Best In Its Field 
Rush $2.00 To: 


Ken Hale (109) 


McDonald, OH 44437 


In U.S.A. only. I'll send it free if you don’t 
have the bucks. But get it now . .. Send 
your name and address today .. . 
(Dealer Inquiries Welcome) 
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Flags of the World 


IRELAND 


ISRAEL ITALY W. GERMANY 


3’x5’ HIGH QUALITY FLAGS 


Suitable for Decorative or Outdoor Use 
FLAG PRICE FLAG 
Belgiim) ..- > eee 


Phillipines ............ 
Roland. ... o>. ae 
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United States ......... : 
All US Forces Flags (Army, Navy, USAF, USCG, USMC..... $27.70 
All Nations & U.S. State Flags Available by Special Order 


Call 1-800-426-4747 Operator 806 
(In Washington State, 1-800-562-4555) 


OR WRITE: 
NICHOLSON ENTERPRISES 

P.O. BOX 506, FAYETTEVILLE STA. = 

FAYETTEVILLE, NY 13066 
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MINI-14 + MAXI-14° = eae on 


GUN PICTURED: GB SERIES 
Our new Maxi-14 was designed for the man who is really serious about his weapon. Now 
you can upgrade your RUGER® Mini-14’s classic WW II design and make it look and 
function like a modern combat weapon should. A rugged black anodized aluminum 
frame helps keep the Maxi-14 light as well as tough. The steel multi-position stock ex- 
tension telescopes to offer the optimum fit for all arm reaches as well as “full in” for 
transport and fast “in close” work. Pistol grip, detachable carrying handle — even the 
shotgun style fore grip pump which operates the bolt mechanism for fast, on target jam 
clears, make this new Maxi-14 the best yet. It fits all Mini-14 models too — 180, 181, 182, 
GB, and snaps in place like the standard Ruger stock in seconds without tools, or 
machining. So if you think your Mini-14 is a good weapon now — wait till you try it with 
our stock — you'll think it’s great. 


: to: PFM, P.O. Box 490, Maitland, FL 32751 
Enclosed is my () check 1) money order for the 
PFM “‘MAXI'14'"TM Combat Stock. SOF-7 


$ oo : Name: ; 
: Address: ae ee 
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FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 


RUGER MADE THE MININICE... 


The F1-A Mini-14 Folding Stock has been univer- 
sally accepted by military and law enforcement 
purchasers as the finest combat stock ever pro- 
duced. It’s glass-filled, structural nylon body 
surpasses military standards for resistance 
to impact, chemicals, and temperature 
extremes. The all-steel folding assem- 
bly features dual locking lugs, mak- 
ing it extremely tight and rug- 
ged. The pull length from 
trigger to butt plate is an 
ideal 14 5/8”. Fits : 

181 and newer 
models — PER- 
FECTLY! $99.95, 


for blue, 
4, 
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GENUINE 

RUGER 
VENTILATED 
HAND GUARDS ... 
$13.95 ppd. 
MILITARY SPEC. 
FRONT SIGHT and 
FLASH HIDER as- 
sembly for Mini-14 


$109.95 (all steel) $32.00 ppd. 


stainless # a 
i “i Our new 1982 CATALOG of rifle and 


shotgun combat accessories, paramilitary 
firearms, Day/Night sighting systems, law en- 
forcement and survival equipment is now out. 
$4.00 (Refundable with order.) 
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POST OFFICE BOX 11281- © FORT WORTH, TX. 76109 


PLUS 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
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KONTUM 


Continued from page 47 


helicopter has played a key role in the 
current campaign which began 30 March 
1972 [the Easter offensive]. 

**The Army has fielded, for the first 
time, a highly effective aerial anti-tank 
weapon. This is the TOW missile.’’ 

Maddox described the operation of 
the TOW in scoring a direct hit on a tank 
about 19 May at Kontum. 

“It’s very simple,’’ the general said. 
“*You turn the helicopter in the general 
direction of the target, launch, then 
break away and track the target with the 
stabilized sight.’’ 

The general said that he had personal- 
ly scored a direct hit on an enemy tank at 
a range of 2,800 meters. ‘‘As far as | 
could tell, the missile hit right on the tur- 
ret. The tank caught fire,’’ he said. 

The maximum effective range of the 
original TOW was 3,000 meters. 

Maddox summarized. the importance 
of the operation: ‘‘A major new dimen- 
sion has been added by their [the attack 
helicopters] proven effectiveness using 
the TOW missile against modern tanks 
as well as against other important point 
targets. With so few having proven so 
effective in Vietnam, it is now possible 
to visualize more clearly the great anti- 
tank potential which far larger numbers 
of modern attack helicopters and TOW 
missiles would bring to a modern Ameri- 
can diyision.’’ 

After late June 1972, the Kontum ex- 
perience ended for McInnish and others 
in the TOW project. Their combat rec- 
ord had been remarkable. 

The logistic effort in fielding the 
TOW team was as remarkable. On the 
morning of 12 April 1972 — the day it all 
began — several men sat around a table 
at Redstone Arsenal in the office of 
Brigadier Gen. Louis Rachmeler, deputy 
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commanding general of the Army Mis- 
sile Command. There were McInnish; 
Col. Robert W. Huntzinger, TOW pro- 
ject manager; Robert Taylor, TOW 
deputy project manager; and Major 
Gen. Edwin Donnley, commanding gen- 
eral of Redstone. 

The problem was best stated by Col. 
Huntzinger, project director: 

“Normally, the Army fields a weapon 
by a plan that includes development, 
production, testing and deployment. It’s 
done on an orderly basis and takes into 
account when equipment is available, 
when it can be supported — and when 
it’s needed. 


Satisfaction guaranteed. 
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Black allleather uppers ¢ Capped toe 
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Talon zipper ¢ Steel shank © Goodyear welt 
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“But the XM26 [airborne TOW] is an 
experimental subsystem developed by 
the Army and Hughes [Aircraft] to 
adapt the UH-1B helicopter for firing 
TOW missiles. Because the hardware is 
experimental there are only a limited 
. number of complete subsystems — the 
missile launchers, stabilized sights and 
electronics for the fire control systems 
— in existence.’’ Taken together, these 
things were called the ‘‘package.”’ 

Many problems remained before the 
“‘nackage’’ could be delivered to Viet- 
nam. The TOW equipment was in stor- 
age — and not one U.S. Army soldier 
had ever fired the TOW from a helicop- 
ter. The men in Gen. Rachmeler’s office 
believed these problems should be solved 
immediately — and within two days, the 
Department of the Army asked to have 
the airborne TOW sent to Vietnam, to 
be ready for combat in seven days in the 
battles of the Easter offensive. 

There was no time to train new men. 
McInnish, a civilian engineer, became 
leader of the technical-support team go- 
ing with the team to Vietnam. Traveling 
with him would be as many as possible 
of the demonstration team that had been 
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sent to Germany. 

The phone calls began. Jim Follett of 
Bell Aircraft, expert technician on the 
UH-1B helicopter, came from a Navy 
project in San Diego. 
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The APPLEGATE- 
| FAIRBAIRN 


EXPENSIVE FIGHTING KNIFE 
\ EVER MADE 


tn 1943, OSS Coil, Rex Applegate 
and British Capt. W.E. Fairbairn, 
two of the greatest close-combat 
exports of all time, came 
together to design the ultimate 
fighting knife, the successor to 
the classic Fairbairn-Sykes. 


Today, 39 years later, Col. 
Applegate has chosen the 
renowned Yancey Custom 
Knife Works of Colorado to 
produce a limited number of 
these exquisite weapons, 


No compromise has been 
tolerated in the design 
and manufacture of the 

Applegate-Fairbairn. 

For beauty, history, and 
for sheer excellence, the 
Applegate-Fairbairn, at 
$350, may be the most 
intelligent investment 
you'll ever make. 

AFREE INFORMATION 

PACKAGE 

For complete history 

and information on the 
Applegate-Fairbairn, 
write to WELLS CREEK 

KNIFE AND GUN WORKS, 

Rt. 1, Box 22B Dept 2B. 

Scottsburg, OR, 97473 or 


Free (800} 624-7888, operator 
87. In California (800) 852-7777. 
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street! It's a sonar device for fogbound navigation. The uses are endless. Sold 
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BRINGS IN 


The TOW’s prime contractor, Hughes 
Aircraft, contributed four men to the 
team — Tom Zogorski and Dennis 
Camp, engineers, and technicians James 
Faulk and Kenneth Blum — all experts 
on the TOW’s airborne guidance 
system. 

Phone calls continued to locate the 
two gunships, found at Ft. Lewis, Wash. 
The remaining XM26 hardware was 
flown to the Culver City, Calif., Hughes 
Aircraft plant where it was combined 
with equipment already stored for com- 
pleted XM26 systems and assembled and 
checked. At the same time, refurbish- 
ment began on the helicopters at Ft. 
Lewis, and two more men were added to 
the crew: Lt. Col. Patrick L. Feore, Jr., 
and Chief Warrant Officer Lester 
Whitels, the gunships’ current pilots. 

At Redstone, three C-141 aircraft 
were designated to handle the choppers, 
crews, missiles and equipment. 

Plans also were made to pick up TOW 
missiles at the Hughes plant in Tucson. 
The XM26 was readied in El Segundo, 
Calif. 

Six days after the word to go, McIn- 
nish left Huntsville, Ala., by commercial 
flight to Culver City for the final 
packaging of the XM26. C-14ls were 
loaded and headed west. 

After going through Hawaii, Wake 
Island and Guam, the group unloaded at 
Tan Son Nhut on 24 April 1972. 

They were on their way to give a 
“‘nackage’’ to Kontum. 

That package, the XM26, now called 
the M26, is standard on _ attack 
helicopters such as the AHIS Cobra. 
More than 250,000 TOWs have been 
produced to date, and they have been 
purchased by 32 countries. 


ABOUT THE TOW 


TOW is an acronym for Tube- 
launched, Optically-tracked, Wire- 
command-link guided missile. 
Though relatively heavy (78 kg. in its 
infantry version — MI51E2) and 
bulky, compared to its more modern 
counterparts, it is hard to argue with 
the field and sales success of this ef- 
fective weapon. 

The M1I51E2 breaks down into five 


elements which weight 24 kg. or less, 
so it is infantry-portable over rela- 
tively short distances. It is extremely 
accurate and has a high probability 
of hitting and destroying any armor 
on its sights up to 3,750 meters. 

The TOW system fires a two-stage, 
solid-propellant rocket carrying a 
high-explosive, shaped-charge war- 
head at 200 meters per second. The 


approaching vehicles . 
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warhead is armed after 65 meters and 
is held on target by an optical tracker 
bore-sighted to an infrared’ source. 
The weapon reads and follows the 
reflection from the target. Radiation 
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from the IR source is modulated to 
eee ats Rassucandeher NOW AVAILABLE 
infrared sources such as jet or vehicle BY POPUL AR DEM AND 
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in ‘Package to Kontum.”’ That sight 
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IS THIS THE ULTIMATE SURVIVAL 
WEAPON? 


What has the firepower of a 
semiautomatic rifle, 
compactness and the effect of a 
sawed-off shotgun? 


Read SURVIVE Magazine in 
July and find out. 
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Brigade’s Weoelly Pully, Sweater 


The original British Commando Sweater now 
authorized wear for the Marines, U.S. Army, U.S. Air 
Force, all U.S. Military Academies and many more. 
100% Pure Virgin Wool Rib Knit. Super rugged twill 
shoulder & elbow reinforcing patches. Extra long & 
extra warm. 

A great sweater for all occasions! Made to U.S. & 
British Military specifications to provide nearly 
everlasting wear. Get yours today! Choices of Crew 
Necks in USMC Olive Green, Blue Grey, Navy, Black & 
Tan. V-Necks in Army Black, USAF Blue, Peat Brown, 
Sand, or Navy. Men’s/Women’s Sizes 34 to 46. 
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SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 


COMFORTABLE 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 


Available in Olive Green or ‘Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organizations. 
Sizes: Medium or Large. 


#BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$4.25 
#BAS-C7, Camo Mesh Cap/$4.25 


An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, these 
boots are rugged and heavy duty, 
Compare these features: 

Laced-to-toe 7” Boot @ Black grain-out leather @ Rolled 
cushion top ® Ankle binder pads ¢ Full gusset @ Fully 
lined with glove leather © Goodyear welt construction 
© VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole ¢ Square trimmed toe 
and grooved heel for conventional Ski Binding © Re- 
movable felt slip soles @ Pull stud post hooks and 
eyelets for rapid lacing, all Black. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 to 
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“WEB NAME TAPES” 


Mil-spec cotton web tapes with your information 
embroidered on one line, Choice of Black on OD, White 
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personal equipment, 5 tapes of same name (up to 14 
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UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 DESIGN 
Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop Camouflage. 
Looks sharp. Not regulation. Sizes: XS, S, 
M, L, XL. 

#CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 


CAMOUFLAGE 
T-SHIRTS 
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‘Nam Leaf Pattern? \# 

Camo T-Shirt. Full cut, \} 
50/50 blend for comfort. 
Great match with 
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S, M, L, & XL. Short 
Sleeves. 
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JUNGLE FATIGUES 
Camouflage, Rip-stop Poplin. Latest 
USMC issue contract goods. Sizes $,M,L 
and XL. Regulars. Coat or Trousers. 
#CAM-CT, Coat $24.50 
#CAM-TR, Trousers $24.50 
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Continued from page 6 


Vietnam is one more example of sen- 
sationalism, since the group chose 
the sponsorship of a pornographic 
magazine and ignored the many 
responsible groups already dealing 
with this issue. 

Project Freedom has made a public 
position statement on the Muller visit. 
Our society could resoive this terrible 
tragedy, it stated, without “letting it 
be sandwiched between pages filled 
with naked, writhing bodies. No doubt 
Hanoi will use all this to further tor- 
ment by sending home more boxes of 
bones from their warehouses of 
bodies or some such gruesome act 
rather than provide an accounting of 
the hundreds we know about. 

“Why is it that when so obvious a 
peddler of sensationalism is beating 
the drums, our nation waits breath- 
lessly, while for years responsible 
voices have cried out to be heard on 
this issue and were ignored?” 

George Books, a member of Project 
Freedom’s national advisory board, 
adds: ‘‘They didn’t get anything. We 
were hoping for prime steak, but this 
turned out to be bologna.” 

SOF agrees. See next issue for fur- 
ther comment. 


AO RESISTANCE 
UPDATE 
Word received in Bangkok from the 
interior of Laos reveals the result of a 
secret meeting between powerful key 
elements of the anti-communist Lao- 
tian resistance opposed to the Vietna- 
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mese-backed regime of Kaysone 
Phomviharn. Reports indicate the 
groups met secretly near the Plain of 
Jars and agreed to a political and mili- 
tary alliance comprising the H’mong 
guerrillas, representatives of the 
former Lao royal family, commanders 
of the Yao resistance, and delegates 
from the Tiao Fa-Tiao Chuang group, 
a Chinese-backed movement inactive 
for some time, but which could pro- 
vide the necessary logistical support 
for large-scale military actions in 
northwest Laos.. 

The joint political wing of the newly 
formed alliance has been named the 
Lao Nationalist Socialist Party, and 
the combined military wing the Na- 
tional Liberation Front of Laos. Na- 
tional resistance to the Vietnamese- 
backed regime in Vientiane has inten- 
sified significantly over the last year, 
and the emergence of this new al- 
liance is seen as the first successful 
step toward unity among the various 
resistance groups since the collapse 
of American support in 1975. 

The new alliance agreed to a three- 
phase strategy for the eventual lib- 
eration of Laos: (1) the procurement 
of weapons and ammunition; (2) 
stepped-up ambushes of Pathet Lao 
soldiers and Vietnamese and Russian 
advisers; (3) full-scale insurgency war. 

Siang Pasason (People’s Voice), 
the official newspaper of the Lao 
government, recently condemned 
“anti-national elements who had 
sided with China.” Siang Pasason 
also accused China of committing 
regular troops to assist the resis- 
tance in the northwest. The news- 
paper confirmed reports that China 
was training and equipping large 
numbers of anti-Pathet Lao guerrillas 
in bases located in southern China 
(see “The War That Never Ended,” 
SOF, January ’82). China has con- 
tributed substantial military, financial 
and logistical support to the Lao 
resistance over the past 18 months. 

Given the unstable political and 
economic situation inside Laos and 
the wide-spread resistance to the 
Vietnamese army of occupation, re- 
sistance leaders are extremely opti- 
mistic that their efforts are beginning 
to pay off: Object — a free and neutral 
Laos once again. 


EDEYES 
TO THAILAND... ... 

The U.S. Ambassador to Thailand, 
John Gunther Dean, recently pre- 
sented the first shipment of 20 Red- 
eye surface-to-air missiles, purchased 
by the Thai military for a reported 1.1 
million dollars, at ceremonies at Don 
Muang Airport in Bangkok. The Red- 
eye, a light shoulder-launched, heat- 
seeking, low-level SAM, is designed 
for use by infantry on the forward 
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¢ Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your office or home. Connects 
between any cassette or tape recorder and your telephone or 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 


size tcu." 


Each 


$19.95 


Oty. Disc. Avail, 


Super Powerful Wireless Mic 


10 times more powerful than other mics. Transmits up to % mile 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 
Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95 + $1.00 shipping per item 
to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourme, FL 32901. COD’s 
accept For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and 
other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


size 2"x 3"x %" 
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CRIME! 


e 1.0. CARD 
© MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE 
e CRIME PREVENTION PAMPHLET 


SEND :name ADDRES HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR OF EYES HAIR 
plus SMALL PHOTO and $10.00 MEMBERSHIP FEE TO: 


N.P.A. HEADQUARTERS 17385 EXPOSITION BLVD. SUITE 705 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 90064 


THE NEW STEEL RECEIVER 
BUSHMASTERS NOW AVAILABLE! 


BUSHMASTER ASSAULT PISTOL 


Steel alloy upper receiver, with welded barrel assembly 
eOne piece welded steel alloy gas take-off assembly 

¢One piece welded steel alloy bolt carrier assembly 

*Raised front and rear sights 

Rotary fire control selector 

Charging handle relocated on the left side of upper receiver 
Overall width reduced by % inch 


5.56 mm / 5.25 Ibs. / 20.5 inches overall tength / 30 Rd. Mag. / Caliber: .223 
250 meters effective range / Barrel Length: 11% inches / Action: Semi-automatic 
BUSHMASTER ASSAULT RIFLES 
With paratrooper folding stock ... Or aS a Combination Package 


oO SO 


Steel alloy upper receiver, with welded barrel assembly 

(ne piece welded steel alloy gas take-oft assembly 

One piece welded steel alloy bolt carrier assembly 

*Lengthened charging handle relocated on left side of upper 
receiver 

Overall width reduced by ‘4 inch 

eNew sighting system 

eNew design buttstock and forearm 

New adjustable bayonet lug (standard) 

Standard sling 

Magnetic buttstock locking system (Paratrooper model) | 

°5.56 mm ©500 meters effective range 

°6.25 Ibs. Caliber: .223 Name 

¢38 inches overall length eBarrel iength: 18% inches 

©30 Rd. Mag. Action: Semi-automatic 


WITH suo CTF 
WOOD STOCK 


COMBINATION WEAPONS SYSTEM: 
Package includes: 


1. A folding stock paratrooper rifle 
2. A complete wood stock lower receiver assembly 
with solid stock and pistol grip 


Call or write for Catalog and 
name of your nearest distributor 


———— 
| Address __ 
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STAY ALIVE 
READ SURVIVE 


EDITION 
Catalog 
The most 
comprehensive 
guide of its type! 


World's largest 
supplier of 
gun parts. 


NUMRICH ARMS, the world's 
largest supplier of gun parts 
offers new Catalog No. 10 
covering a 150 million parts 
inventory with information 
never before in print. 


U.S. PRICE $2.95 
FOREIGN $3.95 


NUMRICH arms corporation 


4P.0. BOX SF-7, W. HURLEY, N.Y. 12491 PHONE (914)679-2417 TELEX 145331 


46 THE 99 
ROMMEL “:" T-SHIRT 
First time offered. Striking Rommel por- 
trait by renowned military history il- 
lustrator. Silkscreened on high quality 
100% cotton T-shirt. 

Erwin Rommel, WW Il German Field 
Marshal commanded the famed Afrika 
Korps & was known for his cunning and 
brilliantly aggressive tactical maneuvers 
during the desert battles of the North 
African campaign. 


ORDER TODAY. LIMITED EDITION: Send $9.98 check or money order. 
S, M, L or XL? Add $1.80 P&H. Cal. Res., add tax. Orders shipped w/in 24 hrs. 
To: California Corporation, 220 Redwood Hwy., 440A, Mill Valley, CA 94941 


Become a Member of the Brotherhood 


MERCENARIE MEDAL 


$29.95 
Solid Sterling Silver 


Available in 
14 kt. Gold Pit. 
$39.95 
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Approx. Size 
1” x 1” 


send your order to: 


Triangle Jewelry 


Box 570 
Roseville, MI 48066 


® Money order or 
cashier check 


® Shipped 24 Hours 


® Personal checks 
must clear 


edge of the battle area (FEBA). The 
Redeye is currently being replaced in 
the U.S. military inventory by the more 
advanced Stinger, which, unlike the 
Redeye, can engage an approaching 
target. The Redeye is restricted to a 
“tailpipe” launch, and for that reason 
has been criticized as a “revenge” 
weapon. Nevertheless, the addition of 
man-portable SAMs to the Thai air- 
defense system on the Thai-Cambo- 
dian border should prove an effective 
deterrent against Vietnamese over- 
flights into Thai airspace such as 
recently occurred when a Soviet An- 
tonov 26 with 15 Vietnamese troops 
aboard crashed ‘off course’ 90 
kilometers inside Thailand. 


HINESE 
M16?...... 

A reliable source in. the interna- 
tional arms trade in Hong Kong re- 
ports that the People’s Republic of 
China is manufacturing a modified 
version of the U.S. M16A1 for export. 
The Chinese M16 (not yet seen in the 
West) reportedly bears U.S. markings, 
uses Standard 5.56mm NATO ammu- 
nition, but employs a slightly heavier 
barrel. Reliability of the new weapon 
is described as “extremely good.” 

China has a history of manufactur- 
ing counterfeit weapons beginning in 
the early 1900s when millions of 
counterfeit Mauser machine pistols 
began to appear in Asia. Quality was 
excellent and many are still in use 
throughout Asia. 

Look for the first photographs of 
this new weapon in SOF. 


OYS FOR 
TERRORISTS . 

A relief group in Pakistan says that 
small, toy-shaped mines are maiming 
Afghan children. 

International Christian Aid, which 
operates a child sponsorship program 
for Afghan children in Pakistan says 
Russian aircraft are dropping mines 


DEPENDABLE 
FINEST PISTOL 

ei a hirte curs 
STEEL FABRICATED 


Featuring Extended Clips for many Pistols & 
Rifles - New & Old Models 
SPORTING + SURVIVAL + MILITARY 
Remington, Ruger, Browning, HK, H & R. 
Marlin, Explorer and many more! 
“ASK FOR OUR EXTENSIVE CLIP LINE” 


For answers to your questions, send self- 
addressed stamped envelope. For UP DATED 
production price list, include 3 Bucks to cover 
our expenses. Will ‘ignore inquiries without 
cover cost. For foriegn mail, price is $4.00. 


D& E MAGAZINES MFG. 
P.O. BOX 4876 "B” 
SYLMAR, CALIFORNIA 91342 U.S.A. 
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Are hoxe American caer 
Prisoners of War still alive 


and unaccounted for 
Sout heast Asia: 


| ons | i he 
ee Ret:), 
: ee 


ol. Robert: K. 
g her of Soldier. ‘of 
ecautilanies evidence strongly suggests 
that there are American Prisoners of War 
alive and unaccounted for and who re- 
main in captivity. 


There is an urgent need for afullaccoun-. 
ting by all parties regarding information Ft 
pertinent to missing - and captive 
American servicemen - 


conduct and sup- 
nering efforts ‘in 
srojects aimed at 


There have been | more han 350 “live: 
sighting reports”. of American POWs — 
since the Paris Peace Accords were sign- 
ed in 1973, but the U.S. government __ 
has been unabl to He eniiate oY of 


= Make Money + 
Ay at Home in Spare Time 


3 No Previous Experience Needed 


BE A “GUN PRO”—the man other 
men respect when it comagg to guns. 


Your love of guns and shooting can\be the first step toward 
aniexciting career. Bea sales counselor for ajgun shop, 
sporting goods store, discount 
house. Manage shooting club 
or range, Or start your own 


ite business —sell/or repair guns. 


ove BE YOUR OWN GUN EXPERT We show 
ys? you how to buy and sell guns...cus- 
VETERANS” tomize, repair and accurize them...fit 
\ Jf and finish stocks, Learn all about bal- 
‘ listics,,.black powder,..how to 

ve import guns. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job, To find out how our graduates have done, 

send for our job placement record. 


We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 


License Buy and self guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American. Start making extra cash almost im- 
mediately — order guns for others on cost-plus basis with no investment, 


First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 


Your friends won't believe their eyes when they see how your 
shooting improves. A simple, easy-to-understand chart 
included in your first lesson gives you new 

accuracy, Send for results of survey show- 
Ing employment success of our graduates, 


Write for FREE ‘Gun Pro Career Kit”! 
Now,Approvedfor _ 
Gland VA Benefits! | 

"ratning for the Future through Home Study" i) 

{ North American School of Firearms, Dept. RSOS2 | 
4500 Campus Drive, University Plaza, Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Rush me information telling how | may become a GUN PRO. 
{ No Salesman will Call.] 


Tame —s AGE. I 
Vavoress = < l 
me SALE ee | 


a ee 
Finally available!’ GENUINE GI 
Jungle Hats 


"@ © 0:00-0:00 © © 0-0-6 00 01904. 


with brass screened eyelets, 

hylon cartridge holder, hat band 

and chin strap. Choose between: 

()Leaf Pattern camouflage, &) rip- 

stop, 100% cotton as used in Viet The following jungle hats are our 

nam; Genuine GI $14.00/each finest quality commercially made 

' Woodland Pattem camo, army's copies at $6 SO/each Select 

latest Issue; 50% cotton/50% Leat Camouflage Pattern 
b nylon, GenuineGi $12 .25/each Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern 
Desert Tan camouflage, just Oke Drab Green (00) 
issued to the U.S. Rapi¢ Deploy Desert Tan 
D ment Forces. 50% cotton/50%  Specity size: 
nylon; GenuineG! $14.00/each § (7); M (7%); L (7%); XL (7%), 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED Orders Shipped Within 24 HOUrS jus 
Add Shipping ~ $1 50 for first tem; $.75 per item thereafter, < 
CiCamoutlage Collection catalog featuring cloth, netting, @ 
mm clothing, bags, jackets and much more - $1.00/each. 


3 KAUFMAN’S WEST ARMY-NAVY GOODS@ 
A Dept. A-37 504 YALE SE. ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87106 °y 
OLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — MON * 


ONE HAND!! 


That's all it takes to 
draw your fold lock 
knife - THE STING” knife 
holster does the rest by 
automotically opening 
the blade! Whot could 
be simpler? Or quicker! 
This no nonsense holster 
wos designed for the 
man who is serious a- 
bout his knife - and 
knows how to use it! 
Made of sturdy ABS to 
fit fold lock knives from 
3%" to 5" closed. Satis- 
faction guoranteed! 


Send to: PFM Inc. SOF-7 
P.O. Box 490 
Maitland, FL 32757 


Fi Residents add 4% 
OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LA) 
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DIRECT FROM 
U.S. OPTICS’ 


QUALITY SUNGLASSES 
AT FACTORY PRICES 


Each pair features: Impact resistant 
lenses * Handcrafted * Polished glass 
lenses * Hardened metal frames * 

No non-sense guarantee. 

FREE —limited time only— deluxe velour 
lined case with each pair of glasses 
ordered (a $3.00 value), Credit cards 
accepted. Dealer inquiries invited. 


NOTICE: Don't be fooled by cheap 
imitations. These glasses are made 
exclusively for U.S. Optics®*. To make 
sure you get the best, order now and if 
not completely satisfied return for 
refund within 30 days. 


World Famous Pilot's Glasses 
These precision flight glasses are now 
available to the public for only $7.95.If you 
could buy them elsewhere, they'd probably 
cost you over $20.00. #20P available in gold 
or silver frame. A $20.00 value only, $7.95, 
Two pairs for $14.00, 


Aviator Teardrop Flight Glasees 
Flexible cable temples. #30A gold frame 
only, A $30.00 value only $9.95. 

2 pairs for $18.00. 


Professional Driving & Shooting Glasses 
Wide angle amber lens brightens visibility. 
#30D gold frame only..A $30.00 value only 
$14.95. 2 pairs for $28.00. 


To order send check or money order to U.S. Optics, 
Dept. 621,P.0. Box 14206, Atlanta, Georgia 30324. 
Credit card customers please fill in card # and Exp. date 


QUANTITY | MODEL #} GOLD } SILVER 


Add Postage, Handling, and [Insurance 
SOvipen pair ——— 
Total 


Credit card orders may cal! 1-404-252-0703. 


Visa or Master Charge # Exp Date 


Name _ 


Addtess 


City 


FREE case with each pair. 


shaped like dolls, watches and pens 
along roads used by refugees. 

ICA spokesman Steve Lawson said 
when children fleeing the fighting 
between Afghan freedom fighters and 
Soviet troops pick up the objects, 
they explode and injure or kill the 
children. 


W aoors ae 


“An Aerial Ballet: Marine In-Flight 
Refueling” (SOF, May ’82) gave an ac- 
curate picture of the latest in aerial 
fueling for range extension of tactical 
aircraft, but the pictures were inac- 
curately captioned. 

We're certainly sorry if we misled 
anybody, but — as many of our read- 
ers have pointed out — we did mis- 
identify the A-4 Skyhawks as F-4 
Phantoms on pages 59 and 62. We are 
proud of our readers’ acuity and 
seriously doubt that anyone would 
have caught The New Yorker if they 
had made this sort of error. 


R 


The famous C.I.A. 
‘‘Get out of jail free’’ card 


An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera- 
tlons 1.0. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 


‘*. , .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res- 


tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types..."’ 

“It he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. . . printed in three colors! 


SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 
RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 


Devil’s Brigade 
Box 392 
Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 


The one & only 


Skachet | 


A combination 
Hunting Knife 
Skinning Knife 
Hatchet/Hammer } 
Only 14 oz. light! 
Forged of high carbon 
steel, the Skachet 
edge is razor sharp. 
Comes complete with 
genuine cowhide 
leather sheath with 
belt loop and snap 
shut flap. A real 
survival tool! 


CHARTER ARMS 


Dept. 2M-SF7, 430 Sniffens, Lane, Stratford, CT 06497 


Send check or 
money order (add 
sales tax where 
applicable). 
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COFFEE AND 
THE WAGES OF WAR 


by Alexander M.S. McColl 

Let me tell you about the origin of 
coffee drinking in the West and its 
relationship to military history. 

In the summer of 1683 (should we be 
getting ready to celebrate the tri- 
centennial of the event?) the Turks 
marched up the Danube, defeated the 
Austrians and laid siege to the city of 
Vienna, which is really quite far into 
Western Europe. The Holy Roman 
Emperor and the rest of the govern- 
ment got out, leaving Ernst Rudiger 
von Staremberg in command of the 
city. And the Turks settled down for a 
long siege. 

In due course, the combined armies 
of just about all of Western Europe, 
except France, assembled under the 
command of King John Sobieski of 
Poland and Charles, Duke of Lor- 
raine, defeated the Turks, raised the 
siege and captured the Turkish camp. 
The loot was fabulous: silks, fine 
horses, oriental rugs, jewels, what- 
have-you. 

At this point a man named Kolschit- 
sky steps onto the stage of history. He 
was an Austrian who had lived among 
the Turks and could pass for Turkish. 
During the siege he had taken on and 
successfully acted as courier through 
the Turkish lines between the city and 
the relieving army. One of the items 
taken in the Turkish camp had been 
their supply of coffee beans. These 
were awarded to Kolschitsky as his 
share of the loot, since he was in good 
odor with Authority, knew what to do 
with them (no one else had any idea) 
and had ideas for their use. So he went 
and opened the Blue Bottle Coffee 
House, which was the original Vien- 
nese coffee house. 

This was the origin of serious coffee 
drinking in the West. This was also a 
great change in the military fortunes of 
the Austrians and the rest of the 
“*friendlies.”? Before this, running on 
beer and German attempts at red wine, 
they had had great difficulty defending 
against the Turks. But from this time 
forward, reinforced with a good cup of 
coffee for breakfast, they had no great 
difficulty in pushing the Turks down 
the Danube and out into the Balkans. 


FREE 
AFGHANISTAN 
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SWAT SLING KIT 
Kit SSFS-8 $36 


This kit is for ALL tz ga full stock models 

with addon magazine oxtensions. (except browning) 

Also 7&8 shot; MOSSBERG, SMITH & WESSON, ITHACA, 
HIGH STANDARD, WIN, DEFENDER and BENELLI sbotguns. 
Kit contains SG-1 swivel ect & SWAT SLING. 


12GA. -ACCESSORIES 


BEM. 970 & 1100 ASSAULT STOCKH $55 
REM. 870, 1100 & WIN, 1200 EXTENSIONS: Oe ED shot) $24 


8G-1 SWIVEL SET $18 

§ Round BUTTSTOCK CARRIER $15 

20 Rd. SHELL BELT s21.95 

20 Hd. BANDOLIER 935 

SWAT SLING for 1” or 1-1/4" swivels $24.95 (epecify) 
SWAT SLING for QD bases $28.95 


RUGER, MINI-H 

CHOATE FOLDING STOCK $89, HANDGUARD $13.50 
COBRA MINI-14 ASSAULT SWIVELS (front & rear) $15 
COBRA MINI-4 ASSAULT SWIVELS With COBRA sling $29-95 


PHOTO ID 


IN FULL COLOR - 
SEALED IN PLASTIC 


All States and Provinces 
* CUSTOM-MADE WITH YOUR PHOTO 
e USE ANYWHERE, ANYTIME FOR 
POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION 
24-Hour Service « Moneyback Guarantee 


$ | 2 or more 
$5.00 EACH 


Order with friends! 


SATISFACTION or REFUND! 


Add $199 PER ITEM for postage. 


COBRA, PO. Box 30035 
MIDWEST CITY, OK 73110 
PH. 1-405-769-2244 (After 6 pm CST ) 


Send $22 for COBRA’s catalog. 


(REFUNDABLE Ist ORDER) 


SEND $6.00, Name, Address, Sex, 
Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes, 
Birthdate & Smail Photo. 


CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT. 25 
2071 Emerson, Box 5200 © Jacksonville, Fl. 32207 


PHOTO ID 


If you want more Information send 25° 


BE SUBMACHINE GUN 


Some guys seem to take their 
M19-A a little too serious - but 
with specs like o 3,000 BB per 
minute rate with on effective 
ronge of over 50 yards, can you 
blame them? It's rugged, reliable, 
and runs off compressed air or 
standard 1 pound cans of Freon 
12. What could be better! A 
smaller pistol version? Well we 
have that too (The M-19-AMP). Get 
in on the auto action - get your 


SEND TO: 


LARC INT., P.O. BOX 460, MAITLAND, FL 32751 
[305] 339-6699 


THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 
| AFFIRM THAT | AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER, 
SIGNED 


SEND me[ |mi9-4 [_]m19-amP 


PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING: 


M-19-A today! Meine 
$39.00 each or STREET 
both for $75.00 CITY, STATE 
OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. — —— SOF-7 


FL RESIDENTS ADD 4% SALES TAX 
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SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 


introduces products for defense 
and personal security 


— PERSONAL PROTECTION — 
¢ LASER WEAPONS * SHOCKING/BURNING 
DEVICES ¢ STUNNING/PARALYZING GUNS 
¢ ULTRASONIC DEVICES © OBJECT 
and AREA ELECTRIFICATION METHODS 


— HOME/PROPERTY SECURITY 
and PROTECTION — 


° SEE IN DARK DEVICES ¢ LONG RANGE © SUPER 
SENSITIVE VOICE and TELEPHONE Ya 


¢ HOMING TRACKING DEVICES * AUTOMAT 
TELEPHONE RECORDING AND LISTENING ¢ SUPER 
SENSITIVE MICROPHONES ¢ PROPERTY 
PERIMETER GUARD PROTECTION 


send $I. . for catalog of gga plus 
hundreds more 
SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 
Dept. $05, P. 0. Box 716, Amherst, NH 03031 


Spyderco's 
Tri-Angle 


Sharpening System 
with Alumina ceramic 
stones, will sharpan 
new knives sharper 


than new. Easily 
sharpens without oil or 
water straight and ser- 
rated knives. Ail shears, 
scissors and most shop tools 

like router bits, chisels and tunsten 
carbide tipped tools. Available in fine or medium grit, 


The Tri-Angle’ 


Ceramic Sharpening System 


Fine grit only $22.95 
Med. grit only $22.95 
Fine and med. grit $35.95 


US Patent 4231194 - Foreign Pending 


“Ceramic Bench Stone", 
needs no oil or water. 
Never wears out or loses 
shape. 2”x8"x'4" (fine or 
medium grit). Stone 
comes in custom cedar 


box. $4995 


"Clipit”™ Folding knife. 
One hand open & close. 
Clips to pocket, belt, 
purse or boot for easy 
access. Specify right or 
left handed. 2%” stain- 
lass blade. Stainless 
scales. US & Foreign 
patent pending. 


$399 
*Spyde rco 


P.O. BOX 800 A 
Golden, Colorado 80402 


Write it for Brochure & 


Minquire. No Colle 


Miniature Machine Conganty 
210 E. Poplag Deming, New Mexico 88030 
505-546-2151 
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THE SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 
THIRD ANNUAL 
GUNSHOW & 
EXHIBITION 


Charlotte, North Carolina Civic Center 
College and Trade Streets 


14-15-16-17 October 1982 


One of the Largest Exhibitions of 
Automatic Weapons in U.S.A. 


400 Six-Foot Tables 
Thursday and Friday 0900 hrs. to 1900 hrs. 
Saturday and Sunday 0900 hrs. to 1700 hrs. 


Exhibitors Set Up Wednesday, 
13 October, 1200 hrs. to 2000 hrs. 


All tables will contain only 100% Guns, Survival Gear, Knives, 
Military Collectibles or Related Items. 


Mall to: Soldier of Fortune Exhibition, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
tables at $75.00 each 


% guns; 


Please reserve 
My table will contain 


% survival gear; 


% knives; % parts; % scopes; 
% SCUBA gear; % 


% art (gun or military); % militaria; % military surplus; % 


% police equipment; 


parachute equipment; 


other (please describe) 


I agree to abide by federal and state laws and the rules set by Soldier of Fortune. 


l understand that | am responsible for all tables In my name and I do not hold Soldier 
of Fortune responsible for my property. 


Signature ae eee Ss SL Date 
RESERVATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT THIS COMPLETED 
AND SIGNED FORM. 

PAYMENT MUST BE BY CERTIFIED CHECK, CASHIER’S CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER. 

NAME a a 
GONE Al ee ee ee aa 
Cis - = ~~ BE - +2, STATE _ZIP 
l authorize the following persons to pick up badges for my tables 


RESERVATIONS NOT ACCEPTED AFTER 1 OCTOBER 1982 
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SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION 


12 - 17 October 1982* 
Charlotte, North Carolina 


Dear Fellow Adventurers, 


I want to personally invite every one of our readers to 
our Third Annual Convention in Charlotte, N. C. The con- 
vention is being held In conjunction with the Third An- 
nual Three Gun International Practical Shooting Match 
— a shotgun, pistol and assault rifle shoot to choose the 
top all-around combat marksman in the world; 150 ex- 
pert shooters will compete, by invitation only, for 
$5,000 first-prize money and over $50,000 In cash, 
guns and gear. (Competitive shooters write for an ap- 
plication.) 

The theme of this year’s convention will be ‘“‘SOF 
Salutes Project Freedom,’’ with a very special seminar 
conducted concerning our POWs and MiAs still held in 
Southeast Asia. The Colonel ‘‘Bull’’ Simon Memorial 
Award will be presented In thelr interest. 

We are also going to have a special seminar this year 
entitled ‘‘Man Against Tank’’ taught by one of 
America’s best small-unit tacticlans, Capt. Larry Dring. 
More Information on classes and seminars will be forth- 
coming In our next Issue. 

The 1st Airborne will conduct a Jump School begin- 
ning on Wednesday, 13 October. All interested can- 
didates may apply. 

Due to the tremendous response we received at last 
year’s exhibition, we decided to expand our 1982 ex- 
hibition to 400 tabies. The 1982 SOF Gun Show and Ex- 
hibition will begin Thursday 14 October and run through 
Sunday 17 October. (See reservation form to left.) 


Weapons demonstrations and competition shoot-offs 
will occur on Friday. The 1982 SOF Convention has a 
great line-up, and there will be more to come! 

All of you who wish to attend must arrange your own 
accommodations. The HQ-Hotel will be the Holiday Inn 
— Woodlawn located at I-77 and Woodlawn in Char- 
lotte. Reservations may be made by contacting Pam 
Stoltenborg at (704) 525-5007. Be sure to identify 
yourself as an SOF Convention delegate. Room rates 
are: Single — $45.76 per day and Double — $50.96 per 
day, taxes included. Rooms are also available at the Ho- 
ward Johnsons — Woodlawn at $38.48 per day Single 
and $44.72 per day Double. Contact Linda Geer at (704) 
525-6220. Days Inn — Woodlawn also has rooms at 
$34.20 Single and $39.40 Double — Contact Shirley 
Brown at (704) 527-1620. Howard Johnsons Is located 
across the street and Days inn Is directly adjacent to 
the Holiday inn, so you won’t miss a thing. 

{ROOM CANCELLATIONS: No refunds will be given 
without 72 hours notice, prior to date of arrival and by 
1800 hrs.) 

This will be one convention you will never forget. See 
you there! 


DEATH TO TYRANTS, 


Robert K. Brown 
Editor/Publisher 


*TENTATIVE CONVENTION SCHEDULE 


Pre-convention courses (Urban Street Survival; PMRS Dis- 
aster First Ald; Combat Pistolcraft; Combat Riflecraft; Combat 
Shotgun Techniques — these courses will be held only if 20 or 
more students sign up) — 9-11 October. 


Three-Gun Match. . 
Jump School..... 
Main Convention . . 
Exhibition Hall... . 


. . 12-15 October 


13-15 October 


.. 14-16 October 


14-17 October 


Look for further convention information in the next issue of SOF. 


1982 SOF CONVENTION PRE-REGISTRATION FORM * 
Mail To: CONVENTION DIRECTOR — P.O. Box 693 — Boulder, CO 80306 


Yes, I’m coming to the 3rd Annual SOF Convention! 


— Find my Certified Check, Cashlers Check or Money Order enciosed for $100 ....... 


— Ist Airborne Jump School fee $100 ........... 


aes eee eee eee ee ee ee 


— Ast Airborne Jump Fee (qualified jumpers only)** $50...............+.-. senor ace 


{All Jumpers must pay $100 convention fee) 
_ Competitive Shooters write for application. 
— Exhibitors see form to left. : 


— Extra Beer-Bust and Banquet Tickets $25 each. . 


sess ee zee cee ee eee ee ee eel 


TOTAL ENCLOSED 


*Pre-registration ends 15 September; after that the fee is $125.00. 


**A qualified parachutist is defined as any person with a current Jump Log Book showing a jump within 
the past 90 days. Ist Airborne reserves the right to deny anyone access to their program. 
(See other side to complete form) 
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CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 


SOF Salutes Project Free- 
dom — POW/MIA ACTION 
UPDATE with special 
report by SOF Editor/Pub- 
lisher Robert K. Brown. 


IPSC-Sanctioned 3-GUN 
INTERNATIONAL PRACTI- 
CAL SHOOTING MATCH to 
determine the world’s best 
Combat Shooter. 


400 Table Gun Show and 
Exhibition at CHARLOTTE 
CIVIC CENTER. 


One of the largest displays 
of Automatic Weapons in 
the world. 


1st Airborne Jump School 
and Tactical WWII-Type 
Combat Jump! 


SOG (Special Operations 
Group) 2nd Annual Semi- 
nar on cross-border opera- 
tions in Laos, Cambodia 
and North Vietnam 1958- 
1973. 


Man Against Tank — a SOF 
Special seminar by Captain 
Larry Dring on the ways 
and means to smash Sovi- 
et armor. 


David Isby on the Soviet 
army and the war in Af- 
ghanistan. 


James Fender on Mercen- 
aries and the Law. 


Robert Caldwell with a 
Central America update. 


Name _ 


Address 


State 


Phone Number___- 


90 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


YELLOW RAIN — a SOF e Beer Bust and Awards 
exclusive on the commu- Banquet. 
nist use of poisonous gas. 


—. Zip Code 
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FLAK 


Continued from page 8 


ple who are trying to push this garbage off 
on us. 
Tony Gray 
Abilene, Texas 
...I would prefer to see an M16 with its 
bayonet in the ground, the way we did it 
in the battlefield. 
Mark M. Reveaux 
Stony Creek, Connecticut 
...It is apparent that this monument 
reflects the political convictions of the 
VVMF jury and is meant to condemn mil- 
itary action rather than honor the men 
who answered the call to arms... .a black 
marble latrine. 
Robert G. Wheaton 
San Antonio, Texas 
...To us who served in the ’Nam and 
to those who died there this is just another 
shot in the back. We, the people who were 
there, do not want a hole to jump into like 
when we used to hide from 122mm 
rockets. 
Thomas M. Cooney 
Union, New Jersey 
...If you have ever been on the road 
between Taos and Eagle’s Nest, N.M., 
you would have seen a memorial to those 
who died in Vietnam without making 
moral or political judgments. 
Pat Schmitt 
Buena Vista, Colorado 
...Maya Ying Lin is right about the 
memorial acting as a sound barrier: It will 
serve to silence our memories in darkness. 
Larry G. Payne E 
San Bernardino, California 
...The moral difference between the 
soldier and the civilian lies in the field of 
civic virtue. A soldier accepts personal 
responsibility for the safety of the body 
politic of which he is a member, defending 
it — if need be — with his life. The 
civilian does not. But the civilians have 
had their say, and the architects of defeat 
have designed a crypt for us to lie in. 
John W. Wells II 
Newport Beach, California 


FGHAN 
BENEFICIARIES ... 
Sirs: 
Having recently gone back into the 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 
@ Over 40,000 Items in Stock @ 


S.S. Viking Div. Ring 
Large Size Only. In 
Heavy Silver Plate... 

$20.00 


Black S.S. Caps 
M-43 Take down style. 
Metal eagle & buttons 
S-M & Lg. Sizes... 
$18.00 

or §.S. Officers 
(w/Silver-top trim)...$25.00 exit 
Our NEW 224 page fully Illustrated relic 
Collectors Catalog...83.00/FREE with order 


W.W. 2 PRODUCTS LTD. 
P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 
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Navy, I was given a stack of paperwork to 
complete. The insurance forms baffled , 
me. I’m single, have no children and my 
parents are well-off, so, I decided what- 
the-hell. 

If I should kick off, you, the NRA-ILA } 
and my cousin split the cash ($35,000). If R 
your Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund 
should be no more, please put your share | 
to good use. 

During my five years of active service 
with the Navy, I and countless other 
unknown sailors kept turning down all 
those countless extra insurance offers on 
the grounds that we were single. I hope 
some more single Gls will think of good} } * 
projects like yours when they fill out in-} 
surance forms. 

David P. Hood 
North Bend, Washington 


ATTACK DOG 


OAOTTWEILER 


O DOBERMAN O GEAMAN SHEPHERD 


T-SHIRTS 


SEITIEGE TE 


ROTTWEILER| 


4 i eer ns 
(PROTECTICUS MAXIMUS) 


y COLONIAL 
os SWORD 
CANES 


... 48 British as gin 
and tonic... as 
oriental as the 
carvings that decor- 
ate the sheath and 
handle. No colonial 
gentleman would 
have walked the 
streets of Singa- 
pore or Mandalay without 
his sword cane! The 
craftsmen who made 
these are about all gone. 
These are real collectors 
items, carved from fa- 


ff TAN, LT BLUE, WHITE 
or 
WHITE ON NAVY 


f BUMPERSTICKERS 
$1.50 + .60¢ 
‘ Postage & Handting 
P.O, Box 595 
Arcadia,CA 91008 


LIBERTY 


BULLPUP STOCKS 
JENKINS K3 


" MINI-14 


We modify your stock to make Bullpup Stock just 
like newest assault rifles: Austrian A.U.G., French 
M.A.S., British Individual Weapon. All hardwood 
construction, laminated structural fiberglass, 
tough, textured non-reflective black Gel-Tex 
finish. Weaver type Scope mount included. No 
modification to rifle action. Send all pleces of your 
stock and cashier check or money order. 
MODIFIED STOCKS FOR: 


Ruger Mini-14 M1 Garand =—_—- Winchester 100 
A te ta mous shisham wood, 
10/22 1100 mod. nec. have stylized lion’s head 
as top decoration. You 
SLIDING STOCKS can use these as sturdy 
JENKINS K2 walking sticks. Sword is 


good quality steel. Before 

long you may not be able 

TK to get these at all. A great 
buy while they last ai 
$24.95, we pay postage. 
Order by mail from: 


$6950 


Butt Telescopes like H & K. Extend for accuracy, 
slide closed for transport. Gel-Tex finish. Modifica- 
tions to all rifles listed above. Send all pieces of 
stock and cashier check or money orders n ag 
Same as above without Folding Stock ............. 29 


$gg50 


Day/Night JENKINS ACCU-SIGHT electronic. Rug- 
ged non-magnifying optical device. Faster than 
iron sights, more accurate. With both eyes open, a 
ted dot appears on target. Eye relief and position 
not critical. Twice the range of most others. Half 
the price. Rings included. SEND ALL ORDERS TO: 


JENKINS ENTERPRISES 
P.0. BOX 124 © ST. GEORGE, UTAH 84770 
Send *3° for Catalog 


UNITED SAFETY SUPPLY 
Caller Box 310, Dept. 782 
Kansas City, Mo 64141 
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Meet the Master of 
GUN CONCEALMENT 


John Bianchi, holster maker supreme and former police 
officer, has designed and made more holsters than perhaps any 
man in history. The reason is simple: countless thousands of 
satisfied repeat customers around the world, spanning the last 
quarter of a century. Customers whose needs for quality, 
dependability, and unique design caused them to select BIAN- 
CHI time after time. Uniformed patrol officers, detectives, nar- 
cotic agents, the U.S. Border Patrol, and countless foreign and 
U.S. Government law enforcement agencies have depended on 
BIANCHI to deliver the very best gunleather available. When 
quality and performance come before price, BIANCHI is the 
Number One choice, with over 100 holsters, belts and ac- 
cessories to choose from. This includes uniform holsters, 
shoulder holsters, concealment holsters, and field holsters. 
BIANCHI GUNLEATHER, the world standard by which all 
gunleather is judged. If you have the need, BIANCHI has the an- 
swer. BIANCHI GUNLEATHER for the serious 
shooter. At Authorized Dealers worldwide. Com- 
plete full-color pocket catalog $1.00. 


6” BIANCHI 


SU NIBEATGHIERE 


100 Calle Cortez, Dept. 782, Temecula, California 92390 
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COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 


Continued from page 10 


Most of us practice in normal daylight 
but rarely at dusk or dark. Be they police, 
military, or private citizens, they expend lit- 
tle effort with night shooting. 

Because of the difficulty of night- 
shooting, it would seem that an inventor of 
a working night sight would be swamped: It 
has been invented, but no one seems to 
know it. Julio Santiago of Nite-Site, Inc., 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box O, Rosemount, MN 
55068, has marketed his luminous sights 
for years. His sales were once limited to 
police, but Nite-Site, Inc., now sells to the 
general public, too. Nite-Sites are shock- 
ingly clear in low light or darkness. I have 
tested them on a number of weapons, and 


guarantee they will improve your shots in 


the dark. With Nite-Site-equipped wea- 
pons, low-light shots that would be luck 
become dead certain. 

Many people have defensive pistols — 
and expensive ones at that — but few will 
spend the relative pittance for good night 
sights. Police officers won't use anything 
that isn't issued to them or free. so the 
luminous sights are rarely seen on duty 
sidearms. And those soldiers who really 
need the special night sights for their rifles 
are usually the last to get them. For these 
people and for the private citizen who 
wants to assume responsibility for his own 
protection there is a simple answer. 

Nite-Site, Inc. sells replacement beads 
for shotguns, front sights for AR-15/M16 
or Ruger Mini-14 rifles, and inserts that can 
be installed by your gunsmith. A shop in- 
stallation service is offered for S&W, Colt, 
and Ruger duty sidearms. I have used a 
number of fighting shotguns with the Nite- 
Site bead, and would not consider my 
shotgun fully equipped without one. 


NOTHER firm has entered the lumi- 

nous-sight business. The “T-Sight” 
marketed by Self-Powered Lighting, Inc., 
Dept. SOF, 8 Westchester Plaza, Elmsford. 
NY 10523, are tiny, tritium-filled, phos- 
phor-coated capsules that are installed on 
your handgun sights. The T-Sight allows 
positive, fast sight alignment in poor light, 
or relative darkness. Even in daylight these 
inserts help the gun sights to stand out for 
faster pick-up. The T-Sight, like the Nite- 
Site, requires no bulbs, no batteries, and 
no wiring of any kind. 

Using either of these sight systems in 
low-level light or darkness increases night- 
time accuracy. T-Sight does only custom 
sight installations and will fit T-Sights to 
nearly any handgun. Even if -you have spe- 
cial sights, skilled plant gunsmiths can 
machine and precision-fit the T-Sight to 
your weapon. Ross Seyfried, the current 
World Champion, uses them on his Pach- 
mayr .45 Combat Special. Luminous sights 
are not a crutch, but a vital tool in combat 


pistolcraft. R R 
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CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $1.00 per word per inser- 
tion — $20.00 minimum. Personals 50¢ per word — 
$10.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remit- 
tance. Insertion will not be made without payment. !n- 
clude name and address in counting number of words. 
FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, Colo- 
rado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as 
A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen- 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. Please type or print all ads. We do not furnish 
proofs. All ads MUST be received by the 15th of the 
fourth month preceding cover date. We reserve the right 
to delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Clas- 
sified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE AD- 
VISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE- 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OF- 
FERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN- 
SPECTOR. 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence on terrorism, 
communist subversion, mercenaries. $12.00 year, $15.00 
overseas. Sample $2.00. 540 Charles St., Aurora, !L 
60506. (63) 


FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., P.O. Box 1062, Oak 
Park, IL 60304. (60) 


HANDCUFFS — Smith and Wesson $22.50 pair, Two” 


$38.00; Leg Irons $29.50 set. G. NORAMACO, Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul, MN 55175. (57) 


PHOTO ID CARDS. New designs. All fifty states. |m- 
pressive, full-color, Carry legally. Guaranteed.’ Applica- 
tions 25¢. EDEN, Box 8410-D, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. 
(57) 


MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/trad- 
ed. Current list 50¢; subscription 1 year $4.50. Vernon, 
Box 387SF, Baldwin, NY 11510. (69) 


BULLETPROOF VESTS. Lightweight, concealable, ex- 
cellent stopping power. Priced from $99. Ballistic materi- 
al sample: $3.00. CWS, 898-A Lanakila, Pearl City, HI 
96782. (57) 


FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1.00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (68) 


MERCENARY INSIGNIA: Winged hand clutching knife. 
$12.00. Brass. Ordnance Supply, 4918 Mission, Dallas, 
TX 75206. (214) 823-5963. (57) 


VIETNAM CATALOG (With-free “Vietnam Photos’’) 
$2.00. WWII catalog $2.00. War Shop, Rt.1, Box 154, 
Milford, DE 19963. (63) 


NEED NEW ID? Get government-issued ID, new credit, 
jobs, degrees. Start life over! Complete catalog $1.00. 
EDEN, Box 8410-R, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (57) 


GENUINE U.S.A. MILITARY MEDALS — Silver Star — 
$35.00; Bronze Star — $25.00; Purple Heart — $40.00; 
Legion of Merit — $30.00; Combat Readiness — $35.00; 
Armed Forces Expeditionary — $15.00; Vietnam Service 
— $15.00; Vietnam Campaign with Sterling year bar — 
$20.00. Lots of others. Add stamp as trade item and 
$2.00 postage. SASE for free list. Martin Ledermann, 21 
Naples Road, Brookline, MA 02146; (617) 731-0000. (61) 


SS AND GERMAN MILITARIA: World's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2.00 (Refundable). Krupper, 
Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (58) 


WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, flags, uniforms, everything! Illustrated 
catalog $10 bill (refundable). Disco, Box 331-X, Cedar- 
burg, WI 53012. (58) 


GERMAN GUN PARTS! Mostly pre-1945 parts and ac- 
cessories for military, personal weapons. Catalogue 
$5.00. WAFFENFABRIK, Box 293, !santi, MN 55040. (57) 


TATTOOING SUPPLIES: World's finest tattooing equip- 
ment. Over twenty years of reliability. Designs, inks, 
needles, machines, tattoo books, everything for the Tat- 
tooist. Buy where the professionals buy. 76 page color 
catalog $3.00. SPAULDING & ROGERS MFG., Dept. SF, 
Voorheesville, NY 12186. (67) 
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INTELLIGENCE .... Monthly Intelligence Report and 
Special Reports for Professionals. We cover the world. 
$36.00 per year. A. PAUL, 70 Shadow Lane, Orchard Park, 
NY 14127. (62) 


MARKED CARDS — BEST IN THE COUNTRY!! Impossi- 
ble to detect! Fully guaranteed! $6.50 per deck (3 for 
$18.00). Pennsyivania Success, Box 14190, Philadelphia, 
PA 19138. (59) : 


FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC ... Weapons, uniforms, 
German and Japanese relics, swords, pistols! illustrated 
catalogue $5.00. BONUS — Free Japanese WWiI relic 
with catalogue! RELICS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (57) 


GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS ... M-1943 Style Wehr- 
macht overseas hat. Only $10.95. Catalogue of pre-1945 
relics $5.00. RELICS, Box 54-D, Braham, MN 55006. (57) 


LOCKSMITHING SUPPLIES — Latest professional 
equipment. Trade tools and instruction course books. 
We carry EVERYTHING! Key machines, codebooks, car 
repo tools — much more! Catalogue $2.00 (uncondition- 
ally refundable) L.A.N.D.I.S., 625 Post St., No. 1048, San 
Francisco, CA 94109. Absolute Guarantee — All Orders. 
(62) : 


TWO BOOKLETS providing vital information for the 80s: 
Nuclear Strategies, Humanism, Dynamic Perspective. 
Send $3.50 and $1.50 postage and handling. PHOENIX 
FOUNDATION, Dept. F, P.O. Box 8000, Hermosa Beach, 
CA 90254. (60) 


AFRICAN READERS, Attention! Wanted by collector: 
RPD belts and parts; AK-47 magazines; foreign elite and 
paratroop insignia and badges; original foreign cammies 
and web gear — any quantities; will buy or trade for what 
you need. Peter Kokalis, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018. (TO) 


GERMAN WWII — Militaria, records, flags, knives. Send 
$1.00 for list! HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 
46203. (58) 


INVESTIGATOR’S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. Valuable 
tricks for locating “skips,” runaways, and persons in 
hiding, $6. COUNTERTEK, Box 5723, Bethesda, MD 
20814. (57) 


1S SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVER- 
SATIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100.00, 
pocket bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder 
$125.00. FM Telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, 
long-range wireless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper 
beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder $150.00, 
special listening devices from $50.00, automatic 
recorder switches $40.00, new 1982 catalog $2.00. 
WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. (61) 


PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step instruc- 
tions to make powerful plastic explosives from common 
ingredients. Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM 
ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, Springfield, MO 65801. (58) 


FULL AUTO! Complete illustrated manual on selective 
fire conversions for the following weapons . . . HK 91-93, 
AR-15, MAC 10-11, MINI-14, M1 CARBINE. All for just 
$10. J. FLORES, Box 14-B, Rosemead, CA 91770, FREE 
catalog with order. (61) 


PLANNING A SMALL WAR? Read Covert Intel Letter. 
Samples, $2.00 or $13/year, $17/overseas. HORIZONE, 
Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301. (57) 


MAGAZINES FOR COLT 45, M-1 Carbine, Hi Power, 
Luger, Walther PPKS, AR-15/180, Mini-14. Short and long 
UZI barrels. Bore lights. List $1.00. Refunded upon pur- 
chase. SCHERER, Box 24Q, Gilberts, IL 60136. 


SOUTH AFRICA. Tax and immigration law, foreign ex- 
change, banks, securities, research, investigations, 
relocation. American Attorney. WEBSTER, Box 669, 
Nylstroom 0510, Republic of South Africa. (60) 


WANTED — PATRIOTIC CITIZENS who see or sense the 
dangerous days ahead for our nation and desire to be 
prepared and put in touch with others of like mind and 
belief. Write — SURVIVAL BUREAU, Box 48F, Clay City, 
iL 62824. (62) 


STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations ail states and Federal 
Gun Laws both $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. SCHLES- 
SINGER, 415 East 52, New York, NY 10022. 


ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1.25 ACRE! Canadian Land 
$1.00 Acre! Repossessed Homes $1.00 plus Repairs! 
Each Report $3.00 all $5.00. HOMESTEAD, P.O. Box 
1146-SOF, Lake Havasu, AZ 86403. (58) 


REGULATION INSIGNIA — all military branches + 
police. All genuine. Over 1000 items including rank, 
wings, badges, miniature medals, NASA patches. Cata- 
log $2.00; add $1.00 if 1st class mailing desired. KAUF- 
MAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A-57, 504 Yale, SE, Al- 
buquerque, NM 87106. 


NINJA EQUIPMENT CATALOG — Nightsuits, hand 
claws, footspikes, caltrops, blowguns, shuriken, 
reference materials for the ‘shadow warrior.” Send $1.00 
to NINJA, Box 28222/SOFC, Atlanta, GA 30358. 


AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS, modern military pay our 
specialties. Send $1.00 for latest catalogue. BATTERY 
BOOKS, Box 3107H, Nashville, TN 36219. (57) 


MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$5 a month. Not a box number but your own address and 
suite number. Also available — phone number, remail- 
ing, mail forwarding and more. For information enclose a 
stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, Phoe- 
nix, AZ 85029, (602) 993-7534. (57) 


EVERYTHING FOR MAKING FIREWORKS! $2.00 for 
catalog of chemicals, fuse, and casings. WESTECH 
CORPORATION, Box 593, Logan, UT 84321. (64) 


SILENCERS — Complete instructions to build your own 
from materials obtainable at any hardware store. $3.00. 
WORLD PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 25953, Raleigh, NC 
27611. No checks, please. 


MARAUDERS SURPLUS: A complete listing of elite com- 
mando and regular army surplus, at the best prices in the 
country. Send $1.00 for catalogue to MARAUDERS SUR- 
PLUS, 8588 McKee Road, Upatoi, GA 31829. $1.00 re- 
funded with first order. (58) 


U.S. CAMMO T-SHIRTS, top quality $8.00; 3 for $21.00. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


|.D. Cards & Certificates — C.1.A. — Special Forces — 
Rangers — SEAL Team — Recon — Scout — Sniper — 
$.0.G. — Para-Rescue — Airborne — Weapons Expert 
— Martial Arts — Police. Large selection, with your 
name, rank, unit, etc. Illustrated brochure, $1.00. KEN- 
ee ASSOCIATES, Box 66, Dept. 1, Long Green, MD 
21092. 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Win custody, 
property you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book 
$14.95. Guaranteed. Details 25¢, EDEN, Box 8410-DD, 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (58) 


BULLETPROOF VESTS. Inexpensive, concealable, light- 
weight, excellent stopping power. Material sample: 
$4.00. Information only: $1.00, F S, 1307 Elia, Killeen, TX 
76541. (59) 


CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2.00 for illustrated police cata- 
Jog. BPEC, Dept. SF1281, 17122 Bellflower Bivd., Bell- 
flower, CA 90706. (63) 


NEED WEAPONS? BECOME GUN DEALER AT HOME! 
New Gun Dealers Instruction Course, 23 Chapters, Ap- 
plication Forms, $4.95, Federal Laws, $2.00, Your State 
Laws, $2.00, Directory 500 Wholesalers, $3.50, Class 03 
License Manual Forms, $3.00, Dealer Record Books: 
Firearms, Ammo, $4.95, Obtain Concealed Gun Permits, 
$2.00, Catalog $1.00. REDDICK, 1821-H Bacon, San 
Diego, CA 92107. 


FREE GERMAN RELIC — Free original German WWII 
tellc! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German flags, 
uniforms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Iilustrated cata- 
log, $5. MILITARIA, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (59) 


RELATIVE STOPPING POWER? Taylor? Recoil? Special- 
ized trajectory tables. Informative new 1982 catalog of 
exterior and terminal ballistics, Evaluations. $3.00. R. 
HIRSCHL AND COMPANY, Post Office Box 33044, Kan- 
sas City, MO 64114. (59) 


CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — $1.00. Jack- 
ets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine 
Gl. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-27, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


1.D. DIRECTORY — Now over 40 different sources for al- 
ternative identities, with related bibliography, everything 
needed just $5, CARDINAL INTERNATIONAL, Dept. S, 
P.O, Box 164, Chantilly, VA 22021. (57) 


COMMANDO CROSSBOW — The ultimate silent and ac- 
curate killer. For Commando, S.W.A.T., or survival 
poaching. For catalog send $2.00. Dealer inquiries in- 
vited. R.W. DISTRIBUTING, Box 1817, Des Plaines, ff 
60018. 


VIETNAM VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaign 
Medal Certificates of Decoration. $3.00 each, both $5.00. 
Full refund if not satisfied. JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 
Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135. 
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RARE POLITICAL AND HISTORICAL FILMS on video- 
cassettes. Third Reich, Soviet Army and Vietnam Era. 
Send $1.00 (refundable) for illustrated catalog. INTER- 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL FILMS, P.O. Box 29035, Chica- 
go, IL 60629. (59) 


THE RELIGION OF ODIN — The story of the ancient 
faith of northern Europe. Ceremonies, beliefs, history of 
worshipers of Thor and Odin. Only book of its kind. 180 
pages, 17 tllustrations, soft cover, (2nd Edition), $10. VIK- 
ING HOUSE, P.O. Box 160, Lake City, MN 55041. (58) 


FIREWORKS — Fun, safe, patriotic, over 100 items; top 
quality, lowest prices; iilustrated catalogue 50¢. PYRO- 
SONIC DEVICES, Box 711812, Grand Haven, MI 49417. 


BADGES. Custom made, your specifications. Huge 
selection. $5.00 (refundable) for GIANT 60-page catalog. 
Immediate shipment. RELIANCE, Box 45828, Stockton, 
CA 95204, 


PRIVACY — CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiy- 
ing. Code name fine, private address, SASE. ORLANDO 
MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF, Orlando, FL 32860. (60) 


GERMAN SILVER BULLION! Hoard of silver bullion 
bars, bearing infamous German WWII style eagle em- 
blem. Investment items! Only $12.95, Three for $35. SIL- 
VER INVESTORS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (57) 


MERC FOR HIRE. High risk, no bullshit. Don’t contact 
unless mean business. Outside U.S, only. Any cause but 
red. JOE, P.O. Box 2094, Chapel Hill, NC 27514. (58) 


CLANDESTINE WEAPONRY AND EQUIPMENT COM- 
MUNIQUE. Sample copy, $1.00. P.O, Box 692, Dept. SOF, 
Champaign, IL 61820. (60) 


ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45.00 
complete, ready to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COM- 
PANY, 4327 Aspenglen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 
859-0531. Catalog of related devices, $2.00. (61) 


DRIVER’S LICENSES WITH INSTANT CAMERA. Police 
manual outlines procedures, details. illustrations, sup- 
ply sources. $7.50 postpaid. RELIANCE, Box 4582N, 
Stockton, CA 95204. 


.223 AMMO reioaded to military specifications — clean 
— high quality. $75/500; $145/1000. Cashiers Check or 
Money Order. Prepaid to original 48 states. Federal 
Firearms License required. Large quantity on hand for 
immediate delivery. GARVEY'S ENTERPRISE, 2301 
Westridge, Plano, TX 75075. (66) 


CODES-COMPUTER GENERATED. NSA type authentica- 
tion tables set of 10 for $50. Custom brevity lists and 
code books available. VICTORY CODES, P.O. Box 4606, 
Whittier, CA 90607-4606, Remittance by Money Order on- 
ly. (57) 


BOOBY TRAPS lavishly illustrated. New devices used in 
Lebanon and El Salvador. “Mercenary's Improvised Boo- 
by Trap Manual.” $10, money order only. D.E. EWING, 
Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. 


FRICTIONAL IMPACT EXPLOSIVE FORMULAS. Com- 
plete Instructions — security bombs, smoke screen, Im- 
pact grenade, detonator. Supply source. $5.00 postpaid. 
RELIANCE, Box 4582R, Stockton, CA 95204. 


EXPLOSIVES AND WEAPONS MANUALS. C.I.A. Explo- 
sives for Sabotage $10; Improvised Weapons 

silencers, submachine guns ... nitro, plastics $10; 
Booby Traps, make-detect-disarm $10; Improvised Muni- 
tions, explosives-grenades-guns-mortars ammo $11; Fi- 
nancial Freedom, avoid capture while making money $7; 
Fortune In Appliance, make thousands, good overseas 
cover $15. All 6 for $55. CASSADAY ENTERPRISES, 8690 
Aero Drive, Suite M-184, San Diego, CA 92123. (58) 


IDENTIFICATION CARDS. Agent, Officer, Employee. 
Clip-on Case Types. Official appearance. Seals, 
Emblems available. FREE SAMPLES. RELIANCE, Box 
4582A, Stockton, CA 95204. 


BULLET PROOF VESTS — $100.00 up; stops .44 mag- 
num, 2% Ibs. $1.00 — information. $3.00 — sample. 
EAGLE, Box 873, Pearl City, HI 96782. (57) 


M2 SLIDES. Your M1 slide precision machined to M2 
specifications. Send M1 slide (Iver Johnson & Plainfield 
included) plus MO for $19.95, 3 week delivery, shipping 
prepaid. Sorry no CODs. Dealer Inquiries invited with 
SASE. THE SOUTHWEST TRADING COMPANY, P.O. 
Box 10952, Suite 431, Houston, TX 77018 (713) 880-0124. 


UZI OWNERS! Here’s the information you need to con- 
vert your semiautomatic Uzi into a selective fire fully 
automatic weapon in one afternoon without any machin- 
ing or special tools, and no external signs of conversion. 
Complete drawings and descriptions make this con- 
version extremely easy, reliable, and very effective. This 
information is definitely “nice to know.” $20, SOMER- 
VILLE, P.O. Box 7661, Silver Spring, MO 20907. (57) 


NEW UPDATED CATALOG of unusual books on automa- 
tic firearms, weaponry, home workshop guns, creative 
revenge, survival plus much more! $1.00. PALADIN 
PRESS, Box 1307-SFX, Boulder, CO 80306. (66) 


BUY FIREARMS WHOLESALE! Our Federal Firearms Li- 
cense Kit (forms, instructions, sources) shows how. 
$5.00. PFRB/4, P.O. Box 2800, Santa Fe, NM 67501. (58) 


FIREWORKS BUY DIRECT CATALOG. Send $2.00 to: 
FALCON FIREWORKS, Dept. B, 8689 Lake Road, Seville, 
OH 44273. Refundable with order. (57) 


94 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


INDIVIDUAL/CREW providing defensive tactics, rescue, 
training. Won't harm innocent people but will resist com- 
munists, terrorists, criminals anywhere. No assassina- 
tions, etc. Serious inquiries only. P.O. Box 6235, North 
Augusta, SC 29841. (57) 


CBR FILTERS-M13A2 green ring filters. For the 
M17/M17A1 gas masks. These stop NERVE AGENTS, 
$15.95. New, M17 Gas Masks, $49.95. New, M17A1 Gas 
Mask Survival Package, $99.95. SASE for catalog. 
Mastercard/VISA accepted. CA residents add 6% tax. 
Minimum $2.75 postage. JR SALES, Box 4253, Lan- 
caster, CA 93539-4253, 


$75,000 TAX FREE INCOME. Overseas Employment. 
Now you can take advantage of new U.S. Overseas Tax 
Laws effective January 1, 1982 and earn up to $75,000 tax 
free income working in the Far East and S.E. Asia. 
Technical and Professional personnel are needed now. 
For complete Asian Employment Report send $14.00 
money order to: SEBUS MANAGEMENT (Far East), P.O. 
Box 580, (9115) Henderson Road, Republic of Singapore. 
BRASS KNUCKLES “sold to be used as a paperweight 


only.” $6.95, plus $1.25 shipping. HUNTER, Box 591, 
Ojus, FL 33163. (57) 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA: 20 remote wooded acres. 
Creek. Homesites cut. Borders National Forest. $24,500. 
FREE LISTING BROCHURES: MOUNTAIN PROPERTIES, 
Box 1227, Hayfork, CA 96041. (57) 


BODYGUARD TRAINING and Job Referral. For the ma- 
ture professiona! interested in an executive protection 
career. “The Institute for Professional Bodyguard Train- 
ing.” DAVIS CLARK & ASSOCIATES, P.O. Box 6524, Mo- 
desto, CA 95355, (209) 577-5020. (58) 


AUTHENTIC WORLDWIDE MILITARIA, Medals, Badges, 
Wings, War Surplus. France Croix de Guerre 1939-45, 
$25.00, Lists $2.00. INVICTA INTERNATIONAL, 740 
Gladstone, Ottawa, Ontario, CANADA K1R 6X5. 


CONFIDENTIAL WISCONSIN MAIL DROP — Remailing/ 
forwarding. Your real name and location kept secret. 
Reasonable, fast! MMB, Box 939-SOF, Milwaukee, WI 
53201. (57) 


U.S. DESERT CAMOUFLAGE SUITS, New issue Desert 
Pattern 4 pocket jacket, 6 pocket pants in Small to 
X-large. $48.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
Mastercard & VISA accepted! 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination Research Ma- 
terials. Box 114, Beaconsfield, Quebec, CANADA. 


FIGHTING MACHINE. Board breaking and fighting 
techniques. Easy step by step black belt instructions. 
ony $12.95. KARATE, P.O. Box 556, Denison, TX 75020. 
(59) 


CAMOUFLAGE JOGGING SHORTS, 100% cotton, $7.00; 
3 for $18.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CQ 80221. 


POLICE SCANNER OWNERS ATTENTION: Police 10 
code, Fire Department Code. Send $4.00. ROBERT TUR- 
RIN, P.O. Box 1562, Clifton, NJ 07011. (57) 


DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI — Commando black or stain- 
less steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. 
KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A-87, 504 Yale 
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


ATTACK DOGS. Train any dog to guard or attack. Au- 
thentic K-9 Manual. Only $12.95. TRAINING, 2440 Hwy. 
75 N., Sherman, TX 75090. (61) 


WYOMING-UTAH RANCH LAND. 10 acres $60 down, $60 
month. FREE photographs, maps, information. Owner — 
MIKE GAUTHIER, 9550-J Gallatin, Downey, CA 90240. 
(58) 


ATTENTION PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYERS: Ex-UDT- 
SEAL Instructor for hire after completing long overseas 
assignment. | was trained by the best in the business. 
No Job too big. Only professional employers need reply. 
Age 28, 6'2", 220 Ibs. Strictest confidence to: UDT-SEAL, 
P.O. Box 2173, Corpus Christi, TX 78403. (57) 


MILITARY EXCHANGE. Countless ads monthly. Buy, 
sell anything military, survival. Employment ads, feature 
article, $7.50-year, $14.00-2 yrs., U.S. MX, POB 3, Dept. 
SF, Torrington, CT 06790. (58) 


FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $2.60 a brick, 
rockets $1.75 a gross, M-80s, blockbusters, and giant 
Class B aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order 
supplies listing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYRO- 
TECHNICS, Box 230J, RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (59) 


INTERROGATION GUIDE. Tricks and questioning tech- 
niques to make others divulge information withcut 
force. $5.00. COUNTERTEK, Box 5723, Bethesda, MD 
20814. (57) 


ITALIAN STILETTOS. Mirror polished steel blades with 
positive lock. Imitation horn or white pearlit handles. 9° 
overall stiletto-$10.95. 8” overall stiletto-$9.95. Add $1.50 
postage and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 
102, Dept. SF, Bayville, NJ 08721. (58) 


HAND GRENADES (replica), U.S. Mk2, Pineapple Gre- 
nades wimoving parts $7.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA accepted! 


“ELECTRONIC DETONATION: Methods of Improvisa- 


~ tion” — this incredible manual reveals secret tech- 


niques used by professional operatives (schematics in- 
cluded) $15.00. “REMOTE CONTROL MADE EASY” — 
this amazing manual does exactly what the title says 
$10.00. Send $3.00 for our fascinating catalog of security 
equipment. ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, 
Dearborn, M} 48126. 


SMOKE CANDLES, BOMBS, GRENADES — Perfect for 
the survivalist’s inventory. Excellent for smoke screen, 
dispersing crowds, signaling, fire drills, etc. Fresh & ful- 
ly guaranteed. Large generating capacities and very 
dense smoke. We pay shipping in U.S.A. Send $2.00 for 
catalogue (refundable first order) of these and other in- 
teresting products. SIGNUS, Box 33712, Phoenix, AZ 
85067. (57) 


“RANGER TRAINING,” “Hand to Hand Combat,” “Eva- 
sion and Escape” $3.95 each postpaid. Other books, 
other goodies. Catalog 25¢. ZELLER ENTERPRISES, 
Drawer W-2K, Wickenburg, AZ 85358. (59) 


GI CAMOUFLAGE CLOTH. Genuine. Manufactured for 
military combat clothing. Free swatches, pricelist. Send 
stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS; 
Dept. A67, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


BOOTLEGGERS SIBLE, convert your CB for clear chan- 
nel use $12.95; Linear Planbook $11.95; Kits available. 
APS, Box 263SF, Newport, RI 02840. MC/VISA. (401) 
846-5627, (58) 


BOUNTY HUNTER, Merc, Bodyguard, Armed Escort. All 
jobs considered, Complete discretion guaranteed and 
expected. Contact: THORN, 2959 Genesee Street #2-13, 
Buffalo, NY 142285. (58) 


KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap 
aluminum. $6.00 postpaid, Immediate shipment. MAT- 
THEWS POLICE SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 
28105. (61) 


COURIERS — Top quality, teams of one to ten, capabil- 
itles world-wide, wide range of training anything, any- 
where. Send detalis for quote c/o T.J. Davis, General De- 
livery, Plattsmouth, NE 68018. (57) 


EX-ITALIAN GANGSTER teaches ways to save money; 
how to make money legally and Iilegally. Send $1.00 for 
information and free gangster gift. EDUCATIONAL PUB- 
LICATIONS, 3310 Tyrone, El Paso, TX 79925. (61) 


FIREWORKS. High Quality. Fast Service. Price list $1.00. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (61) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY: Bugging, Wiretapping, 
Demolition & Explosives, weapons Investigative Tech- 
niques, Lock Technology, etc. Free brochure: MENTOR 
— Dept. G-2, 135-53 N. Blvd., Flushing, NY 11354. (59) 


FOR HIRE, Ex-Marine ist Lieutenant, Infantry Vietnam, 
1969, Bronze Star with Combat “V." B.A., 2 years post- 
grad. Have written a book on modern warfare. Strategy, 
tactics, organization expert. Risk O.K. Contact Hardin, 
109 4th Avenue NE, Hickory, NC 28601. (57) 


COLLECTORS AND INVESTORS: Send for our latest 
catalogue of original militaria including uniforms, 
decorations, insignia, edged weapons, field equipment 
and related documents. Please enclose $2.00 U.S. with 
Name and address to: PHOENIX MILITARIA, P.O. Box 
116, Spring Mount, PA 19478. (57) 


SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Recon, 
Air Cavalry, Pararescue, + more original designs on 
t-shirts, sweatshirts, shorts. Free brochure, send long 
stamped envelope. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept. A-77, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 


EX-SOLDIERS, SAILORS. Photographs, brief histories of 
your troopships, warships available. Write for free bro- 
chure. TROOPSHIPS, Box 11315, Arlington, VA 22211. 
(61) 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE; Incredible manual, 
“Homebrew Bugging,” outlines wiretapping, bugging 
and many other ingenious, yet simple techniques used 
by professional operatives $15.00. Don’t miss our latest 
manual “COUNTERMEASURE COOKBOOK.” It contains 
eavesdropping detection techniques and outlines inex- 
pensive as well as exotic security systems such as re- 
mote control of tear gas, bombs, high voltage, recorders, 
cameras and explosives. Send $3.00 for catalog. ALTER- 
NATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, Dearborn, MI 
48126. 


$75,000 TAX FREE INCOME. Overseas Employment. 
Now you can take advantage of new U.S. Overseas Tax 
Laws effective Jan. 1, 1982 and earn up to $75,000 tax 
free income working in the Far East and S.E. Asia. 
Technical and Professional personnel are needed now. 
For complete Asian Employment Report send $14.00 
money order to: SEBUS MANAGEMENT (Far East), P.O. 
Box 580, (9115) Henderson Road, Republic of Singapore. 


THE MERCENARIES The true story of men who fight for 
pay. Told in 300 pages, 39 photos and 2 mercenary con- 
tracts. $3.50. FREE CAMPANION PRESS, Box 542-P, 
Sugarland, TX 77478. 


MANUALS Special Forces, Infantry, Small Arms, etc. All 
manuals are current unissued military. Many titles to 
choose from. Send S.A.S.E. to SOUTHEASTERN SUR- 
PLUS, P.O. Box 329, Riverdale, GA 30274. 


APOCALYPSE NO! Street-Retreat Survival Guide. Riots, 
invasion, disaster? Prepare for turbulent 1980s. $5.95. 
MEINO PRESS, Box 66, Wolfe City, TX 75496 (59) 


MILITARY C-RATIONS: Not surplus, direct from manu- 
facturer. $33.50/case plus shipping. 2 case minimum. 
For more information send SASE to: NORTH AMERICAN 
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 47, Hudson, WI 54016. 


PHYSICIAN — Experienced from combat, consultation 
to covert operations. Multiple Boards (qualified and cer- 
tified) Fee — “GET WHAT YOU PAY FOR.” Only serious, 
challenging inquires acknowledged. AESCULAPIUS, 
P.O. Box 32, Bay St. Louis, MS 39520. (58) 
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1982 CATALOG. Military Surplus, items unavailable 
elsewhere. $3.00 refunded on ist order. U.S. Money 
Order only. AMERICAN ARMAMENT CORP., Box 6, 
Johnson City NY 13790. 


MEGA VITAMINS: Utilized by black agents and super 
athletes for increased stamina and perception, $9.96. 
FREE Information. KRONEN INTERNATIONAL, 3921 
Roswell Road, Northeast, Atlanta, GA 30342. (404) 
237-5322. 


PHOTOS. Battle Scenes, S.S., Luftwaffe, -.ijtler, etc. 
Send $2.00 for sample and list. F.L., 339 East Louden 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19120. 


SURVIVAL FOOD. You need food reserves for coming 
bad times. For free information on Nest freeze-dried 
foods send SASE to: KELLEY DISTRIBUTING SERVICE, 
Dept. SF, P.O. Box 740451, Houston, TX 77274. 


FOR HIRE: Freelance Operatives. Willing to perform 
varied services. Courier, Clandestine, etc. Tri-State Area. 
Confidentiai and Professional. P.O. Box 486, Brentwood, 
NY 11717. (58) 


SALES LIST. English SAS, Parachutist, Commando In- 
signia and Berets. Write: GEOFF PEACOCK, Tollgate 
Cottage, Nottingham Road, Ashby De La Zouch, 
Leicestershire, ENGLAND 


RETREAT HOME NEAR NEW YORK, Located Sussex 
County NJ. 5% room ranch house on four acres sur- 
rounded by State Forest on private road. FHA approved, 
only $80,000. (201) 345-1600. 


ATTACK DOG TRAINING INFORMATION! Earn $30 
hourly! Free Proof! Write: INTERNATIONAL PROTEC- 
TION EXPERTS, Bill Allen, 420 North Dodge, Wichita, 
KS, 67203. 


COMPLETE PLANS & BILL OF MATERIALS, for 
building a 45 cal. submachine-gun. Send $16.95, money 
order only to: K.D. ELSWICK, P.O. Box 15, Rowe, VA 
24646. (58) 


790 ITEM MILITARY/AVIATION Used Book Catalog. 
Send $1.00 BOOKSTALL OF ROCKFORD, 606 Gregory 
Street, Rockford, IL 61108. 


SURVIVAL PLUS!! Leam how to increase your in- 
telligence and profoundly increase your insightfulness 
and inventiveness in a survival situation. Write APPLIED 
POTENTIALS, P.O. Box 741409, Houston, TX 77274, 


N.V.A. COLLECTORS! First time offered as surplus, 
1%" web belt, brass interlocking buckle wired star. All 
show use, nice, while they last $35.00 plus $2.00 
postage. Money Order only to: LA MOTTE TRADING 
COMPANY, Box 55685, Valencia, CA 91355, 


WOULD LIKE INFORMATION to join foreign military: 
Israel, English, South Africa, 27 mo, Vietnam, Inf, Armor, 
no anti-Israel. George Taylor, P.O. Box 402, Kirksville, 
MO 63501. Passport valid. 


VIETNAM MAPS KIT - 10 different, 1960s Military/In- 
telligence maps details tribes, roads, military regions, 
relief, etc. $3.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FH, Steamboat, 
CO 80477. 


JACKAL AIR RIFLES. Including the new JK47 shown in 
Atlanta. Write for details on the whole Jackal Pack and 
Para All-Range Adjustable Objective Scopes. The low 
prices on these and other European Precision Airguns 
reflect our devalued Canadian dollar. HALLAM, 491 
McNicoll Avenue, Willowdale, Ontario, CANADA M2H 
2C9. Phone (416) 494-9410. 


CHERRYBOMBS, CANNON FUSE, M-60-70's fireworks, 
chemicals, books to make M-80s, silencers, etc. 
Catalogue $3.00, refunded with ist order. CAPITOL 
eo 1805 West Monroe, Springfield, IL 62704. 
(58) 


PROFESSIONAL ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING Titles of 

Nobility, Military Rank, Initial consultation free. S.A.S.E. 

foe 5 South 4th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55401. 
S.A, 


ULTIMATE CONCEALABLE WEAPON dual function .22 
cal. Zippo cigarette lighter. Detailed shop drawings, four 
sheets, simple construction, failsafe design. Send $7,00 
to: SARDAUKAR PRESS, P.O. Box 18644, Memphis, TN 
38118. (58) 


FOURTEEN INCH 20-GAUGE SHOTGUN! Stainless 
steel, fires any stock round. Laboratory tested in 
cooperation with State Police. Demonstrated for 
Military. One basic receiver has interchangeable ballis- 
tically untraceable pistol barrel, fires incendiary devices 
and converts to shotgun. Entire weapon system manu- 
factured on lathe. Unbelievably concealable. Fantastig 
backup weapon. For pictures and ordering information 
send $1.00 to D.O.A., P.O. Box 369, Farmingdale, NJ 
07727. (62) 


INCOME OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVENTURERS. For 
FREE information send a #10 self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: ADVENTURERS, P.O. Box 1160s, Pacifica, 
CA 94044. (59) 


SEEKS UNCONVENTIONAL EMPLOYMENT: Ex-marine, 
Viet Nam veteran, ex-police, 34 years old; MS systems 
and industrial engineering, now 2¥2 years US Army elec- 
tronics engineer; versatile, loyal, will represent in- 
dividual, corporate or government interests, Will travel, 
tisk OK for pay. Contact: Charles Wagner, DPM—ETS, 
APO NEW YORK 09056. (58) 


1S FAMILY PREPARED? Top brand bullet proof vests at 
DISCOUNT PRICES. Send $2.00 for price list and infor- 
mation: SECURINTEL, P.O. Box 15113, Milwaukee, Wi 
53215. 
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PRINTING/RUBBER STAMPS. Letterheads, envelopes, 
business cards/forms, labels. Free information. 
LONGWOOD PRESS, JN82SF, Fort Johnson, NY 12070. 


$55,000. WOODED HOLLER. 48 acres, free gas, new 
house, fortress fenced. Route #1, Box 47, Greenwood, 
WV 26360. 

LUGERS FOR SALE! Various Lugers from early 1900s 
through WWII. BONUS — Special listings of Walther 
P-38s, Nambus. Catalog, $5. LUGERS, Box 21-D, Grandy, 
MN 55029. (59) 


SPECIAL SERVICES: Mercenary, armed courier, execu- 
tive bodyguards, salvage operations, commando raids, 
any high risk mission possible. Professionals ready to 
serve you. Contact: PAINTER, 2114 Alton Avenue, Rock- 
ford, IL 61109. (63) 


SURVIVE WITH GOSHIN JITSU, designed for confron- 
ting full contact hand to hand combat. 11 x 17 wall charts 
step by step photo instructions. Get 3 charts at introduc- 
tory bargain offer. Send only $8.00, check or money 
order. Mail to: DIAMONDBAGK PUBLICATIONS, 1111 
McNeilly Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15216. 


WANTED — Vietnam, Korean, Japan embroidered 
souvenir jackets for art show. Also Asian war related 
souvenirs. John Turner, 1205 Evelyn Avenue, Berkeley, 
CA 94706. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPORTER wants new lines, manufac- 
turers, wholesalers send catalogues, dealer arrange- 
ments urgently. INTERGOLD PTY. LTD, G.P.O. Box 1452, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 2001, AUSTRALIA, 


IMPALA & ZEBRA SKINS, Kudu back skin, East African 
dangerous game trophies, tanned elephant skins. All 
work done by Jonas of New York. SILHOUETTE ARMS, 
LTD., 5 New Hyde Park Road, Franklin Square, NY 11010. 


BOONIE HATS, U.S. Desert Pattern & Woodland Pattern 
$12.00 ppd. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


THE SURVIVAL ENCYCLOPEDIA! Retreating, storage, 
weapons, solar bunkers, maps, plans, checklists, com- 
bat, power, disaster skills, demolitions, NBC de- 
fense/decontamination, shelter, survival chemicals, 
medicine — MUCH MORE! Big, illustrated volume — 
$9.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FJ, Steamboat, CO 80477. 


EMPLOYMENT WANTED. Wil! do job (anything) any- 
where. Total discretion. Any offer. $20,000 or more is ex- 
pected. Also, cover, bodyguard, courier service, bounty 
hunter. Serious inquires only. Tommy Thompson, P.O. 
Box 5311, Falmouth, VA 22403-0311. 


SEEK CONTACT WITH bounty hunters, skiptracers and 
P.I.'s for exchange of ideas on locating techniques, Con- 
tact CODY COURAGE, 2959 Genessee St. #2-13, 
Cheektowaga, NY 14225. 


LOG HOUSE BUILDER'S Apprentice Program. Train for 
six months with a master log house builder, in conjunc- 
tion with the Log House Builder's Association of North 
America, Graduates become journeymen in a very active 
and profitable “survivalist” field. Tuition, $2,000.00. For 
free brochure, write to LOG HOUSE BUILDER'S ASSOCI- 
ATION OF NORTH AMERICA, 22203 State Route 203, 


» Monroe, WA 98272. 


JOHN WAYNE LITHOGRAPH. This outstanding 16” x 
20” titho portrays the John Wayne character ‘Sgt. 
Striker” in combat gear with a drawing of the lwo Jima 
flag raising in the foreground. Beautiful for home or of- 
fice, $9.00 post paid. JAMES H. GREGORY, INC., Box 
63-F, MCRD, San Diego, CA 92140. 


U.S. ARMY WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE SUITS, new 
issue, in Sm. to Xlg. $39.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA accepted! 


CAMOUFLAGE JUNGLE BOOTS sizes 7-12 regular 
$30.00 pair, 2 pair $50.00. Money Order only. World wide 
camouflage collection for sale over 30 countries. List 
$3.00 FRANTZ MILITARIA, Route 4, Box 226-A, 
Kankakee, IL 60901, 


FOREIGN LEGION BELT BUCKLE, Replica of 1st R.E.P. 
beret badge. Solid brass, $11.50. ARTEP, P.O, Box 475, 
Ayer, MA 01432, (59) 


COVER DOCUMENTATION MATERIALS, Alternate iden- 
tities, whatever. Custom made badges, |.D,’s, certifi- 
cates. List $2 (refundable). C.W.L., Box 3230, Pasadena, 
CA 91103. (60) 


ASSAULT RIFLES, RARE BROWNINGS, DeTonics .45s, 
etc. Gerber fighting knives, Buck knives. Catalog $2.00. 
KRIEGER, P.O. Box 21654, Denver, CO 80221. 


SURPLUS JEEPS $65, Cars $89, Truck $100. Similar 
bargains available. Call for your directory on how to pur- 
chase, (602) 998-0575, Ext. 1330. Call refundable. 


MILITARY SURPLUS, send 50¢ for our latest list, A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Send $1.00 for our British 
Surplus list. SPECIAL OFFER Spanish Military Beret 
wiinsignia $8.00. 


50,000 BIG MAPS! USSR, Togo, Vietnam, Ohio — ANY- 
PLACE! Catalog $2.00 (refundable). MESA, Drawer 
774019-FO, Steamboat, CO 80477. 


SPECIAL FORCES AND AIRBORNE. A limited edition of 
signéd and numbered prints by one of our nation's lead- 
ing combat artists, George Skypeck. Sky's art has been 
on exhibit across the U.S.A. in major cities during the 
last year. This Commemorative Art uses insignia, 
medals, and decorations. Now you can purchase one of 
his colorful prints, “Special Forces” or “Airborne”, 22” x 
30", for only $45.00. Send choice of prints & Money 
Order or Check to: CYNTHIA HILYARD, 50 Gosnold 
Street, Hyannis, MA 02601. 


MAC/SOG BELT BUCKLES, Solid brass, engraved with 
the famed SOG logo. $12.50 plus $2.00 postage. SGT 
ROD HINSCH, P.O. Box 288, Carlotta, CA 95528. 


FOR HIRE, two man merc. team. Commando, security, 
bounty hunting, expeditions, Small arms, demolitions, 
shotokan, aikido. Contact FLIGHT, 3341 West Peoria 
Avenue, Suite 46, Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 866-8060. 


U.S. CAMOUFLAGE HANDKERCHIEFS/ Bandannas, 
$2.50; 3 for $6.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


HARDER HOME and Gardens! Bulletproof Houses! Sim- 
plified, light, thin, economical method revealed! New, il- 
lustrated book, $7.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FH, Steam- 
boat, CO 80477. 


AVAILABLE NOW! 40 RD. custom steel magazines for 
MINI-14 $28.95 ppd. 40 RD. custom steel magazines for 
AR-15/M-16, $26.95 ppd. 75 RD. drum magazine for AR- 
15/M-16/AR-180. Sold elsewhere for $89.95 - now only 
$78.50 ppd. CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES - new jungle leaf 
pattern. High quality Mil-spec ripstop poplin. Coat 4 
pockets, button cuffs. Trousers 6 pockets, drawstring 
cuffs, waist adjustors, belt loops + zipper fly. Sizes S, 
M, L, XL, only $21.95 each ppd. Set for $39.95 ppd. H&K 
OWNERS! Original H&K steel HK91 30 RD. mags $38.95 
ppd. (While they last!) Also 1982 catalog of new military 
issue field equipment, assault rifle mags, pistol mags 
and acces,, camouflage, survival items, knives, and food 
storage $1.00. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! FUTURE 
SURVIVAL ASSOCIATES, P.O. Box 3712, Crofton, MD 
21114. 


SURVIVAL EPOXY KIT — Repairs automotive — aircraft 
— tools — firearms. Will not shrink. Not affected by 
gasoline. Indefinite storage life. Can be moulded, filed, 
drilled, and tapped. Survival repairs of metal, wood, and 
plastics. Moneyback guarantee. 5 tb. kit - Instructions: 
$29.95, shipping included. RAY FOX, 12350 Merriman 
Road, Livonia, MI 48150. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA WARGAMES 2nd PLACE, 7 color, 5" 
patch $6.50, window decal $2.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. 


ARMY FIELD RADIOS: Genuine G.I. mainstays from 
Korea to Nam. PRC-10 Backpack Radio with Ac- 
cessories, good condition: $39.50, 2/$77.50. VRC-7 
Vehicular Radio Set, includes RT-70 transceiver, PP-282 
Power Supply, AB-65 Amplifier, MT-300 Mount, AB-15 
Antenna, cables, manual, factory mint in original carton: 
$137.50. GRR-5/R-174 Receiver, tunes 1,.5-18MHz, AM- 
CW-SSB, military, shortwave, amateur radio frequencies, 
good condition: $27.50, $/$49.50; mint: $47.50, 2/$87.50. 
RT-68 Vehicular Radio with PP-112 Power Supply, 
H-63/GSA-6 Headset-Chestset, 16 watts transceiver: 
$67.50, H-113 Military Earphones: $4.50, 3/$12. 
H-63/GSA-6 Earphones-Microphone: $9.50, 3/$25. Add 
$7.50 shipping to total. 45 Day Replacement Guarantee. 
Schematic Diagram included. Field Radio Techniques 
Manual, $5 postpaid. BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 
591, Sandusky, OH 44870. (58) 


WAR MOVIE POSTERS. Free list #62. JERRY OHL- 
INGERS MOVIE MATERIAL STORE, 120 West 3rd Street, 
New York, NY 10012. (212) 674-8474, 


EMBLEMS CUSTOM EMBROIDERED, your design, mini- 
mum ten, SF EMBROIDERY CORPORATION, 1929 East 
aon Indianapolis, IN 46205, call coliect (317) 257-1424. 
(62) . 


ULTIMATE DEFENSIVE WEAPONS. Manstoppers. Own, 
train attack guard dogs. Fierce, loyal dogs. Complete 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINER'S MANUAL. $12.99. GPWHG 
PUBLICATIONS, Box 138, Orwigsburg, PA 17961. 


1982 CATALOG. Military Surplus, items unavailable else- 
where. $3.00, refunded on 1st order. U.S. Money Order 
only. AMERICAN ARMAMENT CORP., Box 6, Johnson 
City, NY 13790. 


DEFENSE WEAPONS — “LAZERROD” ... Generates 
invisible shockwaves! (CAUTION: “Human Victims Pur- 
port — MUSCLE SPASMS ... DISORIENTATION ... 
FAINTING!!!) Nonlethal. Sold for animal control. Send 
$49.95 each: EMPORIUM, Box 6396, Wheeling, WV 
mr tidal (Unique Weapons Catalogue, $5.00, Refund- 
able.) 


ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE: Security Equipment- 
Countermeasures ... (“World’s Greatest Selection!"’) 
. Infinity Transmitter system $475.00 ... Carrier Cur- 
rent System $95.00 ... Telephone Sweep $195.00 ... 
and many sophisticated devices, virtually impossible to 
obtain elsewhere!!! Professionals’ Catalog $20.00, 
refundable ... Surveillance Devices and Countermea- 
sures Schematics Portfolio $20.00 ... General Catalog 
$2.00 ... Send Orders: MICROTRON® INDUSTRIES, Box 
2240, Elm Grove, WV 26003-0263. Immediate Delivery! 


ELECTRONIC TRANSMITTERS — “Broadcast Voices 
Through Walls to FM Radio, Without Wires!" 
Assembted .., Microsized ... Guaranteed ... 
range, send $40.00 ... 800 foot range, send $95.00: NA- 
TIONAL PHALANX, Box 131, Bridgeport, OH 43192-0131. 
Investigators’ Catalog $20.00, refundable ... Regular 
Catalogue $5.00. 


BECOME GUN DEALER! “Obtaining Federal Firearms 
Licenses,” samples, illustrations $1.95! “Gun Dealer's 
Wholesale Directory,” best prices $1.95! “Federal Fire- 
arms Laws” $1.95. ALL THREE BOOKLETS — $4.95! 
MESA, Drawer 774019-FM, Steamboat, CO 80477. 


BAR THOMPSON MAGS. $15 each or 2/$25. Money 
Order only. D. VANDEN BURG, 5338 South 73rd Avenue, 
Apt. 3, Summit, IL 60501. (58) 
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IF YOU TAKE LIFE SERIOUSLY ... peruse our Procure- 
ment Index featuring specialty equipment used by pro- 
fessionals throughout the world. Concealment holsters, 
electronics, disguised and unconventional weaponry 
from $10.00 to $2,000.00. The catalog is $2.00 from: ASP, 
P.O. Box 18595/SC. Atlanta, GA 30326. 


GUNSHIP PATCH: Specific aircrew shoulder insignia for 
SPECTRE Gunship of Vietnam and Ho’s Trail fame. Strik- 
ing embroidered design. $8.00. J. STROUP, P,O. Box 
1043, Waren, OH 44482. 


RADIOACTIVE FALLOUT PROTECTIVE MASK. Fullfaced 
mask updated with NIOSA/MSHA approved RADIONU- 
CLIDE filter, $49.50 including shipping. $2.00 gets 
telated equipment information. HYPERTECH, 1820 NE 
142 Street, Penthouse 7, Miami, FL 33181. 


VIET CONG DEATH CERTIFICATE. State name/confirm- 
ed kills and $10 to AWARDS, 1930 North 32nd, Kansas 
Clty, KS 66104. 


SUPER TEAR GAS — Chemical defense weapon. 3 sizes: 
$10.95 with holder, $12.95 with holder, $15.95 without 
holder — postpaid. BERGEN COUNTY LOCK, 474 Main 
Street, Dept. 102, Fort Lee, NJ 07024. 


BASIC HANDGUNNING INFORMATION for the beginner 
or novice for self-defense and/or combat. Important con- 
cise detailed material discusses all primary subjects. 
REVISED EDITION. Money-back guarantee. $4.00 ppd. 
BOSSELMANN, P.O. Box 900, Tombstone, AZ 85638. 


ESPIONAGE TEAM OFFERING SERVICES. Black bag, 
intelligence, acquisitions, surreptitious entries, elec- 
tronic surveillance. Discreet and private. FLIGHT IN- 
TELLIGENCE OFFICE, 3341 West Peoria Avenue, Office 
46, Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 866-8060. 


MERCENARY SCHOOL: Affordable training in weapons, 
combat, commando techniques. Best in U.S.A. Applica- 
tion, $1.00. P.O. Box 309, Dolomite, AL 35061. (59) 


$30,000 YEARLY. Learn how to turn a $20 bill into $400 in 
just 4 hours! Business fits most car trunks. Almost no 
selling! Radio and newspapers sell for you! Our 12 years 
proves it works. 16 page booklet explains all! Send $10. 
PATE ENTERPRISES, Box 808, Laurinburg, NC 28352. 


SURVEILLANCE, TAIL & possible bodyguards needed — 
must know police & sheriff dept. procedures of mid- 
western states. Must have clean arrest record. Send me 
your resume, qualification and conditions you require to 
work under. Experienced persons need only reply to: MR 
T., P.O. Box 53754, Fayetteville, NC 28305. (58) 


NEED PRIVATE ADORESS? Guaranteed Confidential! 
Keep your location private. Mail in mail out. Send $2.00 
(refundable) details. MAIL SECURITY, Box 399, Dickson, 
TN 37055. (59) 


ATTENTION GERBER MARK | BOOTKNIFE OWNERS: 
Announcing GERBER'S new MARK | ‘“HAR- 
NESS—ASSEMBLY''!! Shoulder/Belt/Leg packages all- 
in-one. Velcro backed, thumb-break sheath included. 
$23.50/airmailed FOLLOWING prices are DISCOUNTED 
30% (repeat) 30%! KERSHAW Trooper, $70.00. KER- 
SHAW Special Agent, $33.57. KERSHAW Rogue, $18.87. 
BENCHMARK Moray, $41.30. BENCHMARK Ninja, 
$34.97. BUCK Colt, $18.20. SkW Maverick #6062, $24.47. 
HIGH-LIMB Chainsaw, $12.57. (ADD 8% SHIPPING). 
SURVIVAL KNIVES: Extravagant selection, superlative 
quality, factory production, boot/combat/fighting knives, 
swordcanes, daggers, commandos, hollow-handies, 
hideouts, hatchets, throwers, razors, icepicks, wiresaws, 
whetstones, and more. 100%Satisfaction-Guaranteed, 
Quantity DISCOUNTS to 35%, airmailed shipments, 
FREE itemized invoices, monthly SOF Specials, plus 
FREE “Surprise” GIFTS! Photographic (40+ page) Dis- 
count/Reference/Catalogue, $2.00/airmailed. SE- 
LECTLINE, (established 1977), Box 391SFQ, Pearl City, 
HI 96782-0391. (CATALOG-HOLDERS: All Valor/ 
Frost/Olsen now 40% (repeat) 40% OFF!!) 


FEP’S FLY DOPE. Black Fly Repellent. Free Sample. 
Send $1.00 for catalog. FARRINGTON AND FARRING- 
TON, Box 2163, Sarasota, FL 33578. Dealers Inquire. 


LOOKING FOR JAPANESE MILITARIA. (Original or Rep- 
lica) for play on W.W. Il. Caps, helmets, etc. P.O, Box 
8011, Jersey City, NJ 07308. 


PASSPORTS AVAILABLE from the Principality of Cas- 
tellania (Est. 1974). Information and application, $5. 
FURSTENTUM CASTELLANIA, Box 40201, Pasadena, 
CA 91104. 


BERETS OF THE WILD GEESE, Officer's Maroon Beret 
wilnsignia $21.00, Enlistedman’s wilnsignia $18.00. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


HIGH PAYING JOBS!! Overseas, domestic, offshore, on- 
shore. Send $3.00 for details. ICA, Box 73542T, Houston, 
TX 77273. 


MAGNUM VIBRA-TEK brass polisher. Tremendous load 
capacity. Write HAYDEN-HOLMES COMPANY, 1844 Ar- 
roya, Colorado Springs, CO 80906. 


BATFISH: THE CHAMPION ‘“Submarine-Killer” Sub- 
marine of WWII. (252pp illustrated hardback publisher's 
edition). Personally autographed to you. Send $12.00 (in- 
cludes postage & packing) to the author: HUGHSTON E. 
LOWDER, 4542 Parkside Drive, Baltimore, MD 21206. 


MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere. Price is right. Ten 
years military, ‘Nam 66-67 & 70-71. Expert small arms, 
light weapons, demo, ambush, military intelligence. 
Contact: BOB, P.O. Box 6067, Augusta, GA 30906. (59) 
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WOULD GARY BROOKS, that worked with S.W.A.T. 
ASSOCIATES In Mobile, Alabama contact: Bob, P.O. Box 
6067, Augusta, GA 30906. 


EXECUTIVE SECURITY CONSULTING — Ail aspects ex- 
pertly covered. HUNTER & ASSOCIATES, 1310 College 
Avenue, Sulte 1128, Boulder, CO 80302. (303) 449-2200, 
Ext. 4410. (60) 


MYRMIDON SECURITY FORCES UNLTD. has in its or- 
ganization 400+ Myrmidons, all professionals, for hire 
to Individuals, corporations, countries and would be 
presidents. Contact: HENRY W. JOHNSON, Founder! 
Director, 1102 West St. Johns Avenue, Austin, TX 78757. 
(512) 458-2843. (58) 


ELITE-FORCES — MEN’S BLACK BASEBALL STYLE 
HATS with following insignias available: Special Forces, 
ABN-Ranger, U.S.M.C. Recon, USN SEAL Team, USAF 
Para-Rescue, 101st ABN, 82nd ABN, EOD Team, USMC 
Scout-Sniper, Recondo, Master ABN Wings, Foreign 
Legion Winged Dagger, SAS, Royal Marines, Black 
Watch, SS Runes, Deathshead, SWAT Team, 1st Cav, 
USMC Rifle Team, All hats first quality $9.50 each plus 
$1.50 shipping. One size fits all. Allow 3 weeks delivery. 
RICHMAR PRODUCTS, Box 104, Baltimore, MD 21128. 
Full money back guarantee if not satisfied. 


CUSTOM ADULT PHOTOPROCESSING. All sizes, types. 
$12.95 Includes replacement roll. PHOTOPRO, Box 
11275, Salt Lake City, UT 84147, Privacy assured. 


MERC FOR HIRE. Anything, anywhere, Expert in small 
arms, demo, ambush, espionage. Annonymous, dis- 
creet, thorough. Money right, no questions asked. E. 
Randolph, c/o Hollywood Inn, 400 Route 109, E, Farm- 
ingdale, NY 11735. 


SURVIVAL FOOD—MOUNTAIN HOUSE. Deluxe Survival 
Pack contains enough regular freeze-dried and other 
foods to offer breakfast, lunch and dinners for one per- 
son for 14 days. Food is packed in foil pouches and over- 
wrapped with heavy plastic. Gross weight ~ 16 Ibs. — 
shipped freight collect — $106. Send $2 for sample en- 
tree pouch and catalog. MOUNTAIN HOUSE OF SAN 
oe Box C, 1771 Graves Avenue, El Cajon, CA 92020. 
(TO) 


FOR THE FINEST IN KNIVES 
AND EDGED WEAPONS 


Credited with first $30 order 


DINGO 


© CUTLERY COMPANY 
4509 NW 23 AV. #9, 
TM Gainesville, FL 32606 


i FF Fr 


J] tHe cout 45 AUTO PISTOL. $6.20 BR. HI-POWER . .$5.50 
INGRAM MAC-10 5.50 M1CARBINE, .. $8.75 
J] wa. P-38 .$6.50 M-1 GAR. $8.50 
AR-15, M-16 AND M-16A1 (5.56mm ries) $8.70 


G3 (Fully AUER 91) sirens cos -acuce 
HK 33 (Fully Auto HK 93) . 


The most comprehensive, best illustrated manivals for the use, 
1 maintenance and repair of these effective weapons. 


I 5 SILENCERS 


| Silancers from the Home Workshop.....,.......,... $ 8.95 
Silencers, For Hand Firearms ............00.ceeuee $11.95 
Silencers, Snipers & Assassins............ iheaCobas $19.95 
Home Workshop Silancers! ..........,.....-, 0... $14.00 
FIRGOTINS SIONGREE. oa ihe nec tens e2cercenr sarees $ 9.95 
WUT LOEKINGI8U Pater c ca vas «cere asa tov aenieca $ 8.00 
URES AMD TE KAN OE SH epee <sas caatel = sicie sivie a nisieie sateen $ 8.00 
Silencers! Report 1896»... 2c eee eee $14.95 
Silencer Patents Vol. Wh... 2... 2. ee eee ee eee $17.00 


J Money order or cradit card only. In store or by mail. Catalog 
$2.00. SURVIVAL BOOKS, Attn. Hans, 11106 Magnolia Bivd., | 
North Hollywood, CA 91601, (213) 763-0804. 
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Devastating 


7.62mm assault- 
survival 
wer! 


firepo 


Here are two rifles where the original design concept 
was a combination of firepower and reliability under the 
most adverse conditions—real war-time combat! 

Now available from Springfield Armory, these rifles 
remain true to the concept, for the assault-survival 
needs of today... 


M1A-A1 

Itbegan as the M14— still used by the U.S. Military as its 
special tactical/sniper rifle, because it’s still the most 
accurate semi-automatic military rifle in the world! 


And now you can own the M1A-A1—one of four civilian 
versions of the M14 by Springfield Armory—built 
expressly for law enforcement/assault/paratrooper 
situations. Ideal also in para-military and survivalists 
environments, it delivers devastating firepower—with 
incredible accuracy—from the 20-round box magazine, 
firing the 7.62mm NATO cartridge (.308 Winchester) 
from stock extended or folded positions. 


Whatever your need in assault firepower, the M1A-A1 
is a weapon you should consider. Consider it now: 
Popularity of all models means you may have to wait a 
month or so for delivery, so contact your dealer today! 


S 

SRINGHEVURARMUHES 
SPA r alt - Ny 

420 West Main St., Geneseo, IL 61254 

309/944-5138 TELEX: 910-650-2449 SPRINGROK 


Send $2.00 for catalogs 
and prices on the complete 
product/accessory line. 


Yard G13 


Throughout the recent, rapid 
growth of interest in assault rifles, 
only one company has emerged 
as the undisputed leader, because 
they offer no miracles, no false 
promises—only superb quality and 
reliability at the most reasonable 
prices possible. That’s Springfield 
Armory... 


Ital-Alpine—The famous BMS59, 
manufactured from original Beretta 
parts by Springfield Armory ina 
mountain/assault/paratrooper model. 


M1A-Ai—The awe-inspiring M14, 
in a modernized assault version by 
Springfield Armory. 


Ital-Alpine 

There's a proud history to this rifle... .the Italian 
government first modified our M1 Garand into the BM59, 
then developed this special folding-stock version in 
7.62mm NATO, for mountain/assault/paratrooper use. 
And now Springfield Armory is building them, using the 
last remaining original Beretta parts. 


To introduce this superb assault rifle, for a limited time 
each Ital-Alpine ordered will be supplied with four major 
accessories—at NO extra cost: 

Bipod 

Tricompensator/grenade launcher 

Direct & indirect grenade launcher sights 

Winter trigger/grenade launcher trigger 


This is the first time authentic BM59’s have been 
available in the U.S.—ever!—and no more can be built 
when this fot is gone. But now, at introduction, there’s 
virtually no waiting for delivery. So, see your dealer 
today, for the very collectible, very practical Ital-Alpine— 
with FREE accessories! 


American excellence in a \ | 
para-military firearms! & 
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7 eye 933 NORTH KENMORE STREET, SUITE 218 
HECKLER & KOCH, BNC. ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201 @ (703) 243-3700 
Write for our 20-page catalog of new & exciting H & K Weapons. Include $3 for postage & handling. 


